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 SCO looks for opportunities to share  
 information about vision care to the  
 public. This year marked the fifth 
anniversary of our successful collaboration with the Memphis Zoo. More than 420 participants  
interacted with teams of volunteers representing students, faculty, and staff members, all  
committed to a positive representation of our institution’s impact in the community. 

You can support SCO’s educational and outreach activities in the community 
by visiting www.sco.edu/donate.
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From the President
SCO Thinks Strategically

Last fall, SCO convened a two-day retreat in which representatives from our 
Board of Trustees, faculty, staff, and students gathered to start the process for the 
college’s next five-year strategic planning process. This meeting included “blue sky” 
thinking, where we were encouraged to consider improvements we would like to 
see SCO accomplish in the years ahead.

Assessing our institution’s strengths, we found that the college continues to 
thrive in attracting and recruiting top qualified applicants. We excel at providing 
our students with the education and clinical training they need in order to succeed. 
The one area where we’ve made the most progress in recent years was cited as the 
third pillar of our new strategic focus – an increased effort directed at building 
relationships and enhancing SCO’s reputation in the local community.

This focus aligns with our students’ desire to see 
first-hand how their time as students will make Memphis 
a better place. Our employees, too, have consistently 
voted SCO a top workplace in recent years, so there’s 
an institutional desire for SCO to be recognized locally 
in terms of deserving of our reputation as one of the 
nation’s leading optometry schools. 

SCO’s relationships are key to our success. We intend 
for SCO to be one of the bright spots in our city, providing solutions as an asset to 
the patient care we offer while educating our students. Focusing on our purpose 
is a win for all involved in defining the college’s success. In all we do, we intend to 
maximize our opportunities to be impactful and purpose-driven in our approach. 

In this issue, you’ll learn more about our new strategic plan as we unveil 
the three pillars that make up the foundation of the progress we intend to build 
on in the coming years. Work is already underway in many areas to solidify our 
strengths and expand opportunities for educating our students and providing 
patient care. 

As this publication goes to press, construction is almost done on our 
renovations to the tower’s fourth floor area. The entire campus is looking forward 
to the opening of our new dining facilities and expanded study spaces. Our Clinical 
Programs are debuting FocalPoint at Crosstown Concourse, our newest patient care 
facility. Incorporating technology and new approaches to patient care, this new site 
expands the diversity of patient care encounters we provide our interns.

A trip back to SCO for Fall Homecoming and CE Weekend in September is a 
perfect time for you to see first-hand some of the exciting developments underway 
at your alma mater. Our employees are more committed to ever to our mission. 
More than 92% of them recently donated more than $80,000 to scholarships and 
programs that benefit student scholarships and patient care. These impressive 
results marked the ninth consecutive year of 90% or more participation by our 
employees, demonstrating that together, we really can accomplish great things. 
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Reconnect with Classmates
SCO’s 2017 Homecoming and Fall CE Weekend,  
September 14-17

It’s not too late to register for SCO’s Fall Homecoming and CE Weekend to be 
held on the SCO campus and in downtown Memphis September 14-17. This year’s 
special events include:

• Class reunions for graduation years ending in 7 or 2, e.g., 2007, 1992;
• A “Taste of Memphis” Friday evening on-campus experience offering cuisine 

from Memphis area food trucks, High Cotton Brewery, and entertainment;
• Twenty-five hours of COPE-approved CE courses, eight of which  

are CEE hours;
• All School Convocation ceremony;
• An Evening of Memphis, Memories, and Music, featuring class reunions  

and music to top off the weekend.
• And much more!

The Class of 1967 will be honored at a 50-Year Reunion Luncheon and recog-
nized during the All School Convocation ceremony. 

SCO’s CE speaker line-up includes Lisa Wade, OD ’84, MPA, Mike Gerstner, OD 
’97, Scott Ensor, OD ’01, MS, Chris Wroten, OD ’02, Mike Dorkowski, OD ’04, Daniel 
Taylor, OD ’06, MS, EdD, Lindsay Elkins, OD ’07, Jennifer Lyerly, OD ’11, Amanda 
Tompkins, OD ’13, Marie Bodack, OD, Brad Sutton, OD, and Stephen Huddleston, MD. 

Visit SCO’s website for full details and to register.

Alumni to Be Honored
SCO selected two outstanding alumni to be recognized during Fall Homecoming 

and CE Weekend. Receiving SCO's Lifetime Achievement Award — the highest honor 
bestowed by the college — is Fred Farias III, OD '87, FAAO, and receiving the 
Young Alumni Award is Jennifer Lyerly, OD '11.

A member of SCO's Alumni Council, Dr. Farias was named the 2016 Optometrist 
of the Year by the American Optometric Association. CEO of 20/20 Vision Care in McAllen, Texas, Dr. Farias is a therapeutic 
optometrist and an optometric glaucoma specialist.

Dr. Farias is the immediate past president of the Texas Optometric Association, which named him its 2015 Optometrist 
of the Year. He volunteers as an InfantSEE® provider, the no-cost public health program developed to provide professional eye 

care for infants nationwide through Optometry Cares®—The AOA Foundation, of which he is a charter member.
Additionally, he organizes and sponsors vision screenings for underserved communities in south Texas. His service to 

optometry also includes volunteering as a member of the AOA Federal Legislative Action and Keyperson Committee. Gov. Greg 
Abbott appointed Dr. Farias to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.

Dr. Farias was elected as an AOA Trustee during Optometry’s Meeting this past summer.

Dr. Lyerly graduated summa cum laude from SCO in 2011 and was named an Outstanding Clinician in her class. A native of 
Clemmons, North Carolina, she was valedictorian at North Carolina State University. She practices in Cary, North Carolina 
with a focus on specialty contact lenses.

She is the founder of Eyedolatry Blog, an eyecare website with a focus on encouraging women's leadership within  
optometry, and was named one of Vision Monday's Most Influential Women in Optometry in 2015.

In 2016 she cofounded Defocus Media, a social media management company for private practice ODs, and is the cohost of the 
popular Defocus Media Podcast.

A 2017 finalist for Transitions Academy's Brand Ambassador of the Year, Dr. Lyerly has emerged as one of the profession's 
leading content experts on best practices for ODs using social media. 
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SCO Commencement 2017
SCO welcomed 129 new graduates into the profession of optom-

etry at this year’s annual commencement ceremony held May 4 in 

downtown Memphis.

Diane Rudner, Board Chair of the Plough 

Foundation, delivered the commencement address and 

received the honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree 

in recognition of her service to Memphis philanthropic 

causes.

Also receiving an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree 

was Marion Goldstein Rosemore. The widow of the late Fredric 

M. Rosemore, OD ’48, Mrs. Rosemore has been an active supporter 

of optometric education. She is the matriarch of an optometry 

legacy family which includes her daughter and seven grandchildren, 

among others, earning optometry degrees. 

Aaron Kerr, OD  

’98, carries SCO’s  

newest mace, which  

just happened to  

be designed by  

her stepfather,  

Alvin Schafer.

Valedictorian was Derek Hennig (see page 8), while Salutatorian 

was Meagan Williams. The class address was given by Class 

President Shay Sechler.

Earlier in the week, the graduates gathered at the Beale Street 

Landing for their senior send-off. On Thursday, the 32nd Annual 

Student Awards Program* honored academic and clinical achieve-

ment and included a military commissioning ceremony by the U.S. 

Army for Stephen Tipton.

Congratulations to all of this year’s graduates!

* A FULL LISTING, INCLUDING DONOR RECOGNITION  
BY THE OPHTHALMIC INDUSTRY AND ALUMNI  
SUPPORTERS, IS AVAILABLE ON SCO'S WEBSITE. 

 USE THIS QR CODE FOR QUICK ACCESS  
TO THE LISTING.

Honorary degree 

recipient Marion 

Rosemore was 

joined by nearly 

two dozen 

family members, 

including her 

daughter, Martha 

Rosemore Morrow, 

OD ’74.
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 1. Daniel Nielson, recipient of the 
Glen T. Steele, OD and L. Allen 
Fors, OD Developmental Vision 
Scholarship award, and Glen 
Steele, OD ’69

 2. Bart Campbell, OD ’87, and 
Meagan Williams, Class of 2017 
Salutatorian

 3. Celia Baker, recipient of the 
Rafieetary Academic and 
Clinical Excellence Award, and 
Mohammed Rafieetary, OD

 4. Bart Campbell, OD ’87 and 
Derek Hennig, Class of 2017 
Valedictorian

 5. Rebecca Callahan, Jenna Steffen, 
Tiffany Tang, and Roxanne 
Senechal

 6. Food trucks provided a taste of 
Memphis to seniors and their 
guests following the Senior 
Awards Ceremony.

 7. Michael Hollins and Dr. Reich

 8. David Haba

9-10.  2017 Legacy graduates and 
their families 

 11. Jason Duncan, OD ’96, Courtney 
Morrow, and Janette Dumas, OD

 12. Cara Eby, Cameron Clinard, 
Stephanie Stanley, and Whitney 
Carow enjoy the Class of 2017 
Reception at Beale Street 
Landing the night before 
graduation. 

1

3

2
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6 8

7
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11 12
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How SCO’s Valedictorian Planned  
for His Future

This year’s valedictorian, Derek Hennig, OD ’17, put his 
time during optometry school to good use. Looking ahead to 
his post-graduation plans, Dr. Hennig took advantage of the 
career planning services offered by the Hayes Center for Practice 
Excellence as one of his strategies in developing his career plans. 

Prior to graduation, he spoke to third-year students during 
this year’s Bon VoyEyes event about how he began pursuing prac-
tice opportunities more than a year ahead of his commencement. 
In this Q&A, he shares how his work enabled him to join Lifetime 
Eye Care in Charleston, Illinois. 

HOW DID THE HAYES CENTER HELP AS YOU 
LOOKED AHEAD TO YOUR PRACTICE PLANS AFTER 
GRADUATION?

Integrating planning for the future with our other coursework was 
a very important piece of my education at SCO. We were taught about 
practice management basics and setting goals, challenged to begin 
job searching by shaking hands early and often, and guided through 
composing a respectable resume/CV to present at interviews or with 
applications. Those things started in the classroom during the early 
years, which gave us a head start with career planning. 

More specifically, as third year progressed, the Hayes Center guided 
me in discussions with a few different opportunities that had opened 
for me. I received instruction on what kinds of questions to ask when 
meeting with the owner or practice manager for the first time, how 
to look for opportunities in existing practices with regards to bringing 
in a specialty to the area, and the basics on interpreting the financial 
information of the practice. Once I had narrowed down my options, the 
Hayes Center reviewed my contract to ensure my needs were being met. 
For me, that was an invaluable service.

HOW DID YOU START THINKING ABOUT YOUR  
POST-GRADUATION PLANS AND HOW DID YOU MAKE 
DECISIONS RELATED TO YOUR SEARCH?

My job search started back in undergraduate when I was a student 
intern at Lifetime Eye Care in my hometown. I learned so many things 
there prior to starting my optometric education, and I really have to 
attribute a lot of my success to the doctors and staff at the practice for 
incorporating me into office life early on. After a few weeks, I already 
knew that I would enjoy coming back to work at the practice as a doctor. 
But, I also wanted to keep my options open and not close any doors too 
soon. 

As I began optometry school and progressed through the program, 
my wife (then fiancée) and I discussed where we would like to land after 
I graduated. Ultimately we decided that being close to family was the 
most important thing for us, so at that point, I started to seriously pursue 
options in the central Illinois area, and conversations with my former 
boss and owner at Lifetime Eye Care began during third year. 

Prepared
for

Success

Derek Hennig, OD ’17, 
 now practices with  
Mark Esarey, OD, and 
Darcy Duzan, OD, in 
Charleston, Illinois.
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TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOUR PRACTICE AND  
WHAT YOU HOPE TO BRING TO IT.

We are a three doctor practice in Charleston, Illinois with roots going 
back to 1948. Dr. Mark D. Esarey, the owner, is celebrating his 30th year 
in practice after purchasing the practice in 1987, and Dr. Darcy L. Duzan 
is celebrating her 11th year as an associate. We do mostly primary care 
optometry with a heavy dose of medical optometry throughout the week. 
Personally, I am bringing specialty contact lenses for the treatment and 
management of ocular diseases and myopia control, as well as advanced 
dry eye care to the practice. 

HOW DID YOU GET YOUR FOOT IN THE DOOR, FOR YOU 
TO HIT THE GROUND RUNNING?

I have to give credit to Dr. Esarey for this one. He has always been one 
to look ahead to the future and have a plan in place. From the moment 
we began having serious conversations about my employment and the 
years ahead, he began working on marketing strategies to promote me 
to the surrounding communities and referring colleagues in the area. 
His attentiveness to my initial success is what made this opportunity 
so unique and attractive. Having my name put on the building prior to 
graduation was a total surprise to me, but it gave me a lot of motivation to 
continue working hard those last few months of fourth year.

TELL US A LITTLE MORE ABOUT THE EQUITY BUY-IN 
OPTION AT YOUR PRACTICE.

It was a lot of back and forth with our lawyers, the Hayes Center, 
and the neutral third party consultant that was writing the contract to 
get the wording just right. Everyone knew what we wanted it to say, but 
finding the legally correct contract language proved to be a difficult and 
confusing process at times. We had agreed from the beginning that when 
the time to sell the practice came, it would be offered to the associates of 
the practice first, each with the ability to buy 50% of the practice. If either 
of us turns down the option to purchase our half, that remaining 50% 
would then be offered to the other associate before it could be offered to 
any other third party. 

The three of us agreed that this was a fair way to ensure both 
associates had an equity option in the future without having to compete 
for it with outside parties. The other established associate, Dr. Darcy 
Duzan, already had language in her contract protecting this right for 
her, which superseded my contracted right to purchase. In the spirit of 
teamwork and in the best interest of the practice, she agreed to amend 
her contract to establish equal rights to purchase between both  
associate doctors.

WHAT ADVICE CAN YOU GIVE TO STUDENTS AND 
POTENTIAL EMPLOYERS IN MAKING THEIR SEARCH AND 
PROCESS SUCCESSFUL? 

Students: start early! Begin by searching for areas where you could 
see yourself living. If you don’t like the area, working there will only 
be a struggle, no matter how much you enjoy optometry. Once that is 
decided, look for opportunities through the Hayes Center or through 
state associations. Talk with reps from the area; sometimes they have the 

best information about practices and openings. I’ve found that the best 
opportunities are usually not advertised. 

Many doctors looking for a new associate/partner or wanting to 
transition ownership are waiting for the right candidate to take the 
initiative and seek them out. Research the practice and the doctors who 
work there. Get to know the area and what other ophthalmic services are 
offered. Every optometrist can provide a routine eye exam, so find a way 
to be unique and bring something new to the practice. Show the potential 
employer how you would be an asset to both them and the community; 
don’t expect them to do the legwork for you.

Employers: Be mindful that many students do not have much 
education outside of the science of optometry. There will need to be 
some training/education about the business side of the office with 
regards to billing and other everyday things that might seem routine. 
Please be patient with new grads! Also, contracts can be scary for both 
employer and potential employee. Take the cost of optometry school 
into consideration when determining salary ranges and options. My 
generation has the reputation of being lazy and demanding, but I’ve 
found that disagreements in salary range can be exacerbated if student 
loan repayment is not taken into consideration. We are willing to work our 
way up the ladder, but the cost of earning an optometric degree today is 
vastly different than it was 25 years ago! Use that information to find a 
mutually beneficial starting point for negotiations. Also consider having  
the practice appraised prior to bringing in an associate who is given  
an option to purchase to avoid creating unnecessary tension when  
the time to sell comes.

HOW HAS THE TRANSITION BEEN GOING  
FROM STUDENT TO OD?

I think the biggest adjustment was learning to make a decision/
diagnosis and move on. As a student, I had the privilege of having a  
doctor come in after me to actually make or confirm the diagnosis.  
Once I graduated, that responsibility fell on me, and if not prepared for it, 
that can be a little intimidating. So, using the time that is given as a  
student to start making diagnoses and developing treatment plans,  
even if incorrect, is a vital part of transitioning from student to doctor. 
Nothing prepares one more than learning from past mistakes!

HOW DO YOU PLAN TO STAY CONNECTED TO THE 
COLLEGE NOW THAT YOU’RE AN ALUMNUS?

I’m hoping to attend future homecoming events as I’m able and be 
an advocate for the school at the local university. We often have student 
interns from the university that work or shadow at the office, just as I did 
a few years back, and many look for suggestions about the application 
process or ask about our experiences at our respective schools of 
optometry. I also think that keeping in touch with former classmates will 
help keep us all connected to SCO as well. I’m looking forward to some 
good times ahead at SCO!
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SCO Debuts  
New Strategic Plan

SCO recently debuted its new five-year stra-

tegic plan to guide the college’s future progress 

over the next half decade. Nearly a year in the 

making, the process began in earnest last fall with 

a two-day retreat led by faculty, staff, student, and 

Board of Trustee members who identified opportu-

nities and challenges to tackle strategically.

In November 2016, an SCO Community Day 

gathered input from faculty and staff members 

who gathered in teams to provide their ideas and 

feedback for the planning process. Aided by Credo, 

a nationally recognized consulting firm for colleges, 

SCO’s Strategic Planning Committee identified 

three key areas to build on the college’s strengths:

“Our new strategic plan sets the direction of 

SCO’s future and establishes priorities for us as an 

institution,” said SCO President Lewis Reich, OD, 

PhD. “Success requires time and commitment of 

many people to develop and implement.”

Dr. Reich observed that the plan focuses on 

novel initiatives to accomplish, not regular aspects 

of the mission which are already part of opera-

tions. “Our expectation is that every member of 

the faculty and staff will play role in achieving our 

success.”

Each of the plan’s three themes is composed of 

four significant objectives with at least two highest 

priority initiatives to be accomplish annually. A 

strategic plan map – paying homage to SCO’s tower 

– illustrates the three major themes, the four objec-

tives for each theme, and the two initiatives to be 

accomplished for each objective for year one.

Individual metrics will provide annual data 

and track trends toward meeting each objective 

such as board passage rates or marketing data. 

“We intend to communicate clearly about the 

impact that SCO makes on the lives of our students, 

our patients, the profession, and our community,” 

Dr. Reich said.

Learn more at www.sco.edu/strategic-plan.

Expand on SCO’s success in recruiting and educating 
top qualified optometry students who are prepared 
to become professionals;

Solidify the college’s resources by levering fiscal 
strength to reduce institutional debt and promote 
program affordability to students; and

Strengthening relationships within Memphis to 
enhance collaboration with community partners and 
grow awareness about SCO’s unique position as one 
of the nation’s leading optometry colleges.

3

2

1

Strategically 
  Thinking
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Strategically 
  Thinking

ENROLLMENT  
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A CULTURE  
OF GIVING

A CULTURE 
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ACADEMIC 
AND 

PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

ROBUST 
ADVANCEMENT 

OPERATION

SHARING THE 
SCO STORY

VISION CHANGING LIVES

STAKEHOLDERS

“How will know that we are 
meeting the goal?”

and

“What is the impact of 
meeting the goal to those 
we serve?”

RESOURCES

“What are the resources 
(input and output) 
needed?”

INTERNAL 
PROCESSES

“ What is the infrastructure 
needed to accomplish  
the goal?”

ORGANIZATIONAL 
CAPACITY

“Do we have the right 
people and programs  
in  place?”

MOVING FROM STUDENT 
TO PROFESSIONAL

LEVERAGING  
FISCAL STRENGTH

STRENGTHENING  
RELATIONSHIPS  
WITH MEMPHIS

INCREASED 
ALUMNI  

SUPPORT

INVEST IN 
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CAMPAIGN

INVEST IN 
OUTREACH

INCREASED 
COMMUNITY  

PARTNER  
SUPPORT

INVEST IN 
MARKETING 
AND SPACES

ENGAGED 
GRADUATES

INSTITUTIONAL 
DEBT 

REDUCTION 
AND 

STUDENT 
AFFORDABILITY

MEMPHIS 
PARTNERSHIPS
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1960  John Casto, OD, and 
SCO Board member James 
Sandefur, OD ’65, were two 

of the three honorees 
inducted into this year’s 
Optometry Hall of 
Fame. Both are also SCO 
Lifetime Achievement 

Award recipients. 

1966 Hugh Scarbrough, 
OD, recently retired after 
practicing for more than  
50 years.

1967 C. Ellis Potter, OD, 
has been announced as the 
recipient of the Brien Holden 
Humanitarian Award 
to be presented at this 
year’s American Academy of 
Optometry meeting.

1972 Gary Hoffard, OD, has 
retired and sold his practice to 
Rodney Hess, OD ’95.

1974 Martha Rosemore 
Morrow, OD, was recently 
profiled in an AOA News 
story about her family’s long 
association with optometry.

1977 Thomas Nadeau, OD, 
recently celebrated his 40th 
anniversary of practicing  
in Maine. 

Thomas Roberson, OD, 
recently traveled to Haiti for 
his sixth mission trip with a 
medical team and provided care 
to more than 1,300 patients.

1985 William T. Reynolds, 
OD, was elected AOA Secretary/
Treasurer and also recently 
named to the Kentucky Board of 
Optometric Examiners.

1987 Bart Campbell, 
OD, SCO's Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, reunited with 
30-year anniversary classmates, 
Frank Pinard, OD, and David 
Foutch, OD, at commencement. 
Drs. Pinard and Foutch both  
had sons who were graduating 
this year.

Fred Farias III, OD, 
was elected to the 
AOA’s Board of 
Trustees in June.  

Dr. Farias serves as  
CEO of 20/20 Vision Care in 
McAllen, Texas.

1992 Carla Lindsay, OD, 
joined SCO students Jessica 
Ward, ’18, and Jed Harrison, 
OD ’19, by volunteering at a 
OneSight clinic in Tanzania in 
the spring.

2001 Brandon Dodds, OD, 
has announced his candidacy 
for Tennessee's State Senate 
27th District seat.

2002 Jerry Gerdes, OD, 
was named Optometrist of 
the Year by the Optometry 
Association of Louisiana.

Nimesh Patel, OD, PhD, 
spoke to faculty as part of 
the 3rd Annual Cochran/

Montgomery Distinguished 
Visiting Professorship series. His 
lecture was made possible by 
the William E. Cochran Faculty 
Development fund. President 
Emeritus Billy Cochran, OD ’68, 
was on hand to present Dr. Patel 
with a plaque.

2004 Chevron Ergle, OD, 
was presented the Optometrist 
of the Year Award by the 
Arkansas Optometric 
Association.

2007 Cortney 
Waycaster, OD, wed Gregory 
Tyler Bramlett on November 19, 
2016.

2009 Matt Jones, OD, 
was elected as President of 
the Arkansas Optometric 
Association at its annual spring 
convention. Belinda Starkey, 
OD ’04, was elected as Vice 
President, Jeff Netzel, OD ’02, 
as Secretary/Treasurer, and 
Bryan Armstrong, OD ’00, 
as Immediate Past-President. 
Melia Robertson, OD ’10, was 
re-elected to the Board, joining 
fellow directors Joe Sugg, OD 
’09, and James Hertzog, OD 
’06. Rusty Simmons, OD ’83, 
and Alex Bell, OD ’09, were 
elected as new Board members.

2009 Matt Morris,  
OD, and Tracy Morris, OD, 
welcomed a daughter,  
Madeline Elliott,  
born March 29. 

2011 Courtney Dryer, OD, 
recently wrote an article for 
Review of Optometric Business 
about promoting optometry 
practices through social media.

Mark Schaeffer, OD, Alumni 
Council member, wed Sarah 
Steinberg in February. He is the 
son of Jack Schaeffer, OD ’77.

Kayli Malzahn 
Schwamb, OD, and 
Matt Schwamb, 
OD ’12, welcomed 
a son, Adler 

Theaux Schwamb, 
on May 6. He weighed 

7 lbs., 13 ozs., and measured 
20.75 inches long. 

2012 J.J. Lant, OD, is 
starting his own practice, Vision 
Development Center, the only 
practice devoted to behavioral 
optometry and vision therapy in 
St. Charles, County, Missouri. 

Adam Ramsey, OD, was 
recently profiled in a newspaper 
story about the one-year 
anniversary of his practice, 
Iconic Eye Care, in Palm Beach 
Gardens, Florida.

2013 Sarah Bassett, OD, 
married Wes Edwards in July.

Jessie Elmore, is the incoming 
2017-18 Rotary president in 
Dunn, North Carolina, and 
recently organized a Rise 
Against Hunger meal-packing 
volunteer event which was 



inspired by her experience with 
a similar program when she was 
an SCO student. 

2015 Aaron Neufeld, OD, 
wrote about improvements that 
practices can make to impact 
patient experiences in an article 
for Review of Optometric Business.

2016 Stephen Ellison, 
OD, recently joined the staff of 
Gainesville Eye Associates in 
Georgia. 

Courtney Melchione, OD, 
recently welcomed Jason 
Wilkerson, OD ’99, to assist 
with school screenings at 
a social clinic where Dr. 
Melchione practices in 
Guatemala. 

2017 Whitney Carow, OD, 
has joined Essentia-Health 
Virginia Clinic in Minnesota.

April Chiu, Cameron Clinard, 
Catherine Hogan, Jacob 
Stallbaumer, Meaghan 
Williams, and Jennifer 
Willcox are 2017 graduates 
completing a 2017-18 residency 
in the Memphis area, while 
Jennifer Elumelu, Caroline 
Fogelman, Hunter Foutch, 
Rebecca Goad, Amanda 
Lapp, Daniel Nielson, and 
Laura Prindeze were matched 
to SCO-affiliated residencies 
around the country. 

Tiffany Tang, OD, recently 
joined Uptown Family Vision in 
Park Ridge, Illinois.
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INMEMORIAL
Jack Runninger, OD ’47  

An SCO Lifetime Achievement  
Award recipient and inductee into the 
National Optometry Hall of Fame,  
Dr. Runninger distinguished himself 
as editor of three national optometric 
journals and as a writer known for  
his humor through six books and 
other publications.

William Gladden, OD ’48
L.C. Harpe, OD ’48 
Charles W. Hinkley, OD ’49
William J. Odom, OD ’50
Fred Mathews, OD ’51 
Stephen Bencho, OD ’52

Arthur Holloway, OD ’52
Ralph Langenfeld, OD ’54
Harvey Aftel, OD ’55
Jack Clark, OD ’57
Lovick H. Williamson, OD ’57
Wilburn Berry, OD ’64
Andy Calhoun, OD ’69 
Hubert Jamison, OD ’72 
Mark H. Rinkoff, OD ’75
Michael B. Kane, OD ’78
Derrick Skaggs, OD ’80 
Barbara Anan Kogan, OD ’84
Jalaine Cosby Brzytwa, OD ’98

HCPE PRACTICE OF EXCELLENCE AWARDS FOR 2017

The Hayes Center for Practice Excellence recently presented 
this year's Practice Excellence Awards. Given to young alumni at 
various stages of practice within a decade of graduation, the award 
recognizes practitioners who have demonstrated financial bench-
marks of success and other criteria. This year's recipients included 
Eric and Victoria Gengenbach, OD ’09, Spencer Luke,
OD ’11, and Matthew 
Aaker, OD ’13, 
pictured with Hayes 
Center Director, 
Lisa Rossmeyer 
Wade, OD ’84, 
MPA, and Nathan 
Hayes representing 
the Hayes Family 
Foundation.

Kristen Bryant, OD ’08, Matt Gerstberger, OD ’07, 
Jenny Alsop, OD ’08, and  Aimee Parker, OD ’07

AOA Past Presidents Joel 
Byars, OD ’63, and Dori 
Carlson, OD

Jake Weber ’20 and  
Stacey Meier, OD ’84

Joe Droter, OD ’88 and  
Lisa Droter

Steven Reed, OD ’95, AOA 
Trustee, and Pete Kehoe, AOA 
Past President

Jade Rice, OD ’16, Belinda Starkey, OD ’04, Kirsten McKnight, 
OD ’16, Vicki Farmer ED, and Matt Jones, OD ’09

Cynthia Baker, OD ’83, Celeste DiCarlo, OD ’17, President Reich, and Hunter Chapman, OD ’16

 Andrea Thau, AOA Immediate Past President, Jessica 
Durham, OD ’10 and Andy Cook, OD ’81

William Reynolds, OD ’85, AOA 
Trustee, and Cheryl Ervin, OD, 
Director of SCO Externships and 
Residency Programs

Rob Janot and  
Bill Gordon, ’82 
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On Campus Focus
Faculty Promotions

Several faculty rank promotions were recently 
announced (pictured below). Congratulations to the 
following:

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR TO PROFESSOR

Daniel G. Fuller, OD
Cynthia G. Heard, OD

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR TO ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

Michael Dorkowski, OD ’04  
Whitney Hauser, OD ’01  
Kristina Haworth, OD, PhD
Karen Squier, OD

INSTRUCTOR TO ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

Christopher Borgman, OD
Rachel L. Grant, OD
Jennifer Snyder, OD ’12

FACULTY PROMOTIONS

W. Hauser  K.Haworth C. Heard

C. Borgman M. Dorkowski D.Fuller R. Grant

J. Snyder K. Squier

Welcome to New Faculty
SCO recently welcomed several new faculty 

members, including Drs. Shaleen Ragha 
(pictured), Halie Cottrill, and Tyler Kitzman, 
all from the Class of 2016. (See related story 
on page 15).

Faculty Highlights
Drs. Kristin Anderson, Chris Borgman, Patricia  

Cisarik, Dan Fuller, and Chris Lievens, were 
among the faculty who lectured at SCO's Destina-
tion CE event held in partnership with the West 
Florida Optometric Association.

Drs. Chris Borgman, Patricia Cisarik, Michael  
Dorkowski (’04), Jason Duncan (’96), Scott Ensor 
(’01), Dan Fuller, Paul Harris, Cynthia Heard, 
Karen Kehbein, Chris Lievens, Jared Powelson 
(’96), Jennifer Sanderson, Jennifer Snyder (’12), 

and Gregory Wolfe were 
among the faculty members 
who lectured at this year's 
Spring CE weekend, with 
Alicia Groce, OD, and Institu-
tional Advancement's Jeanie 
Snider coordinating the event.

Patricia Cisarik, OD, PhD, and Clint Prestwich, OD ’17, 
were among the poster presenters at this year’s 
ARVO 2017 converence.

Mike Dorkowski, OD ’04, Coordinator of Nursing 
Home and Assisted Living Programs, was joined 
by several other faculty members in meeting 
with representatives from the Alzheimer's and 
Dementia Services of Memphis to discuss im-
provement in communication, examination, and 
management of patients who have challenges from 
dementia, Alzheimer's, and the effects of strokes.  

Lindsay Elkins, OD ’07, recently made a presentation 
about children's visual health at the Building Strong 
Brains Together conference held at the University of 
Memphis.

Paul Harris, OD, and Zach German, ’19, were among 
the faculty members, students, and residents 
who displayed posters at the AOA meeting in 
Washington D.C. Dr. Harris was also recently 
acknowledged in a new publication, Amblyopia: Chal-
lenges and Opportunities, published by The Lasker/
IRRF Initiative for Innovation in Vision Science.

Whitney Hauser, OD ’01, lectured about dry eye at the 
AOA meeting, at the Optometric Cornea Cataract 
and Refractive Society Symposium, at the Univer-
sity of Alabama School of Optometry, and the New 
Orleans Contact Lens Society. She was recently 
designated as one of only 70 eye doctors in the U.S. 
to prescribe Allergan's neurostimulation device, 
TrueTear.

Cynthia Heard, OD, Shanelle Jenkins, ’18, and  
Janette Dumas, OD attended the National Opto-
metric Association’s annual meeting where Alan 
Kabat, OD, (not pictured) was the Keynote Speaker.

John Sharpe, OD ’83, 

and Freddy Chang, 

OD, PhD, retired in 

late June, and while they 

requested no farewell 

reception, news 

of their retirement 

generated appreciation 

and recognition for their 

devotion to optometric 

education. Dr. Chang 

joined SCO's faculty in 

2002 after decades of 

distinguished teaching at 

other institutions and also 

serving several years as 

Director of Clinical Research 

at Vistakon. Dr. Sharpe 

joined the faculty after 

completing his residency 

in Primary Care Optometry 

at SCO. He spent the last 

third of a century teaching 

at SCO. Congratulations to 

both of these outstanding 

faculty members for their 

service and best wishes for 

their retirement!
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Alan Kabat, OD, recently published an article in Op-
tometric Management, as did Paul Harris, OD, in 
the same publication. Other recent faculty publi-
cations included articles by Bernard Sparks, OD 
’77, MS, in Optometry & Vision Performance and 
John Mark Jackson, OD ’99, MS, in Contact Lens 
Spectrum, and Dan Fuller, OD, in Review of Cornea & 
Contact Lenses.

Wil McGriff, OD, MPH, was an invited lecturer about 
diabetic eye disease for the Congregational Net-
work Class hosted by Methodist Hospital.

Jennifer Sanderson, OD, conducted an Injections 
Course and Workshop at the University of Wa-
terloo Optometry College in Canada.

Glen Steele, OD ’69, was among 
the presenters at this year’s 
AOA meeting. At this year’s 
commencement ceremony, 
Dr. Steele helped celebrate 
the graduation of Inga Fors, 
OD ’17, to honor the legacy  
of his longtime fellow faculty member and 
alumnus, the late Al Fors, OD ’69, Inga’s father. 

Marc Taub, OD, MS, received the Skeffington Award 
at this spring’s COVD meeting and later traveled 
with Paul Harris, OD, to Israel to lecture. Dr. Taub 
also was interviewed by Defocus Media’s recent 
podcast about vision therapy.

Daniel Taylor, OD ’06, MS, EdD, has been named As-
sociate Dean for Academic and Student Affairs at 
the Michigan College of Optometry. 

Lisa Rossmeyer Wade, OD 
’84, MPA, is pictured expressing 
SCO's appreciation to Leo Ranieri, 
District Sales Manager for Luxot-
tica, for its support of the Hayes 
Center for Practice Excellence  
and supplying frames in The Eye 

Center at SCO.

Patricia Walker, OD, was appointed to serve on the 
AOA’s Industry Relations Committee effective  
July 1.

Gregory Wolfe, OD, MPH, was recently inducted into 
the National Academies of Practice. 

HCPE Staff Addition
Mike McKeever has been named Project Co-
ordinator in The Hayes Center for Practice 
Excellence. He recently spent several years 
in Student Services and will be assisting Lisa 

Rossmeyer Wade, OD ’84, MPA, in helping stu-
dents and alumni with placement services, career 
counseling, and practice management strategies.

Alumni Return as Newlywed Faculty 
SCO hosted its first wedding on Sunday, July 2 as 2016 graduates Tyler 

Kitzman and Halie Cottrill returned to where they first met several years 
ago as students. The former Student Ambassadors became engaged last 
winter when Dr. Kitzman popped the question at the end of the St. Jude 
Marathon; their engagement photo made the front page of 
the Commercial Appeal. 

Joining the faculty in time for SCO’s fall 
semester, the couple will begin their personal 
and professional lives at their alma mater 
where they first met the summer of their 
second year. In fact, they recall that 
their first conversation happened at 
the water fountain outside the older 
second floor classrooms.

Romance blossomed, as did 
their love for Memphis. “We always 
loved Memphis but never thought 
of this as something we could re-
turn to, but when the opportunity 
arose, it just worked,” Dr. Kitzman 
said.

Their love of Memphis was so 
great that when they returned as resi-
dents last December to compete in the St. 
Jude Marathon, popping the question just 
a few miles from campus somehow seemed 
appropriate.

“Because we were engaged at the marathon, we 
had a dollar dance at the wedding where guests paid a dollar 
to dance with the bride and groom, and we donated the proceeds to St. 
Jude,” Dr. Cottrill said.

After a small church ceremony, the couple exchanged vows for a 
larger group of family and friends (including several classmates and 
Student Ambassadors) in SCO's academic complex. A reception followed, 
with the space in front of the bookstore serving as the dance floor. 

“The idea to host this at SCO almost started as a joke, but when we 
started thinking about it, the college gave its blessing and it developed into 
a beautiful situation for us, one that everyone will always remember,” Dr. 
Cottrill said. 

Optometry’s ties were further signified when the Volk Lens Company 
custom created a ring holder for their engagement ring. Volk also created  
a ring holder for both wedding bands which were used in both ceremonies.

The newlyweds, who joined the faculty on 
August 21, expressed their appreciation to 

SCO's support staff who assisted with the 
on-campus planning and hosting of this 
once-in-a-lifetime event.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY AMY HUTCHINSON
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FocalPoint Opens 
at Crosstown 
Concourse

Eyewear designer  
Blake Kuwahara, OD,  
was the special guest on 
hand to talk about his 
designer eyewear being 
offered exclusively in 
Memphis at FocalPoint.

Jim Venable, OD ’89, SCO President 
Lewis Reich, OD, PhD, Board Chair Cristie 
Upshaw Travis, and Aaron Kerr, OD ’98, 
cut the ribbon at the grand opening of 
FocalPoint at Crosstown Concourse, SCO 
Clinical Programs’ newest facility.

Guests at FocalPoint’s grand opening enjoyed learning about the practice’s use 
of technology and unique eyewear in the newly renovated Crosstown Concourse 
building which once housed a Sears distribution center in midtown Memphis.


