
SCOVISIONS
SOUTHERN COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY ALUMNI MAGAZINE | SUMMER 2016



2 | SCOVISIONS

Our students are 
prepared to meet their potential by 

using the skills and knowledge they receive at 
Southern College of Optometry. 

Your support of scholarship opportunities helps  
SCO recruit students with a passion 

 for the profession of optometry.

Call (901) 722-3216 or visit sco.edu to make your gift.

Potential
From recent graduates to our incoming class, SCO students 

consistently demonstrate the outstanding attributes required to 

succeed as future optometric physicians. For the Class of 2020, 

SCO chose the 136 best qualified applicants from a pool of 876. 

With a 3.53 GPA and an average OAT of 328, the Class of 2020 

represents the preparation required by SCO’s high standards. 

Thanks to the generosity of our alumni and friends, the best and 

brightest of our students receive scholarships that recognize their 

potential to succeed.
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Look for SCO at these 
upcoming events…

September 15-18
Homecoming and Fall CE
SCO Campus

September 22-25
Illinois Optometric Association
Springfi eld, IL

September 29-
October 2
Mississippi Optometric Association
Jackson, MS

October 13-16
TAOP meeting
Gatlinburg, TN

Iowa Optometric Association
Coralville, IA

Jason Duncan, OD ’96, instructs 

third-year interns in a recent 

laser workshop.
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From the President
Core Values Lead to Result-Driven Outcomes

It was a great honor to be inaugurated as SCO president in May. To our 
alumni, Board members, faculty, staff, and friends, I am honored by your trust 
and confi dence. Your encouragement is appreciated.

In my remarks at the ceremony, I emphasized my belief that SCO is greater 
than any one individual. Our core success stems from the leadership shown by 
our Board, the rigorous education provided by our faculty, the dedication of our 
staff, the support of our alumni and community, and the outstanding qualities 
of the students we recruit.

Optometry is continually evolving. We’ve all 
seen changes in scope of practice, the challenges 
of 21st century healthcare, emergence of new 
technology, and the arrival of millennials into our 
profession. In looking at the changing landscape of 
optometric education, I believe there are three key 
priorities.  

First, we must continue to strengthen SCO’s 
position as a top optometry school of choice. By recruiting the best qualifi ed 
students, we seek practitioners who will follow the examples set by our faculty, 
our alumni, and our partners throughout the profession. We look for dedica-
tion, a commitment to professionalism, the willingness to work hard and 
contribute to society as 21st century healthcare providers.

Our second priority is ensuring fi nancial stability of the institution. SCO is 
impacted by students who face an increasing amount of undergraduate debt. 
We must be willing to do our part to mitigate the levels of debt that profes-
sional students carry with them as they enter practice. We must make wise 
choices as careful stewards of the college’s resources. By strengthening part-
nerships and raising the funds to keep expenditures in a sustainable balance, 
we will keep tuition affordable without saddling our graduates with additional 
debt. We will not sacrifi ce quality or cut corners, but we must resolve that our 
priorities must be aligned with our commitment to doing what is best for our 
students. 

Our third priority relates to strengthening our presence in the local com-
munity. By expanding the reach of our clinical presence, we increase patient 
care opportunities that provide our interns with the maximum exposure to 
clinical encounters. At the same time, expanding care where it’s needed also 
meets a critically important public health need. Success in this area also con-
tributes the revenues we need to keep our programs viable.

When I observe that SCO is more than any one person, I hope these words 
help each of us refl ect on the part we make in contributing to the success 
of our organization, our profession, and to the success of our graduates. It 
is a privilege to serve as president, but please know that it’s an even greater 
privilege to have your support. You are all part of what makes SCO great, and 
together, we will continue our effort to make SCO even greater. 

Lewis Reich, OD, PhD

VICE PRESIDENT FOR INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT

Kristin Anderson, OD

EDITOR/DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

Jim Hollifi eld

SENIOR CREATIVE DESIGNER

Susan Doyle

MULTIMEDIA SPECIALIST

Erin Jaffe

MULTIMEDIA/GRAPHIC DESIGN ASSISTANT

Philip Tribble

Visions is a magazine for alumni, faculty, staff, and 
other friends of Southern College of Optometry. 
It is published through the Offi ce of Institutional 
Advancement. A digital version is available online 
at www.sco.edu/visions. Please forward comments, 
address changes, and contributions to:

Offi ce of Institutional Advancement
1245 Madison Avenue

Memphis, TN 38104-2222
800-238-0180, ext. 4
901-722-3379   FAX

BOARD CHAIR

Steven T. Reed, OD ’95 

BOARD MEMBERS

Amanda Brewer-Lord, OD ’97
Douglas C. Clark, OD

Steven L. Compton, OD ’78
Brian L. Jones, MBA

Sharon Berger Moscow, OD ‘80
Ryan H. Powell, OD ’02

James D. Sandefur, OD ’65
Carla D. Sanderson, PhD

Dave Sattler
A. L. Spivey, III, OD ’67 

Leticia W. Towns, FACHE 
Cristie Upshaw Travis, MS

Terry L. Tucker, OD ’84
Christopher W. Wroten, OD ’02

ALUMNI COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE

Larry Otten, OD ’77 

FACULTY REPRESENTATIVE

Aaron M. Kerr, OD ’98

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE

Mary Nethaway Chase, ’18
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Register online: 
sco.edu/homecoming

Need assistance in registering? 
Call the Offi ce for Institutional Advancement at 800-238-0180, ext. 4. 

REGISTRATION FEE

$145
until August 17th

$195
starting August 18th

Registration includes Continental Breakfast each morning (for CE attendees only), 
Kick-off Party, All Campus BBQ, Alumni Party, and After Party.

ALL COURSE DISCOUNT

$50
Course fees are $25 per hour, 

excluding Special Sessions I and II.

CANCELLATION FEE

       
$75

No refunds after August 28th

THE PEABODY MEMPHIS ROOM RATE

$199
until August 19th

This rate is for a single/double 
room, baby cribs are free.

On-line registration closes Sept. 2. On-site 
registration available - $25 late fee. 

SCO Reservation Page Link
peabodymemphis.com (800) 732-2639

SCO extends a special thank you to 
the following supporters of this educational weekend:

Non-Pro� t Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Memphis, Tennessee
Permit Number 151

SOUTHERN COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY
1245 MADISON AVENUE, MEMPHIS, TN 38104-2222

reconnect
SCO HOMECOMING
FALL CE WEEKEND
SEPTEMBER 15 - 18, 2016 

You’re 
Invited!

Registration is open for SCO’s annual Fall 
Homecoming and CE Weekend, September 
15-18 in Memphis. Several exciting events are 
planned, including:

• The all campus barbecue on Friday evening 
immediately following Convocation;

• A new Saturday evening event, An Evening 
of Memphis, Memories and Music, featuring a 
more casual alumni dinner with a variety of food 
stations; and

• Twenty-three hours of on-campus CE lectures, 10 
of which are CEE hours. 

The Class of 1966 will be honored at a special 
50-Year Club Reunion Luncheon, as well as reunions 
for classes whose graduation years ended in ‘6’ or 
‘1.’ All alumni are also invited to Thursday evening’s 
Homecoming Kick Off Party at the Peabody Hotel.

SCO’s CE line-up includes Drs. Mile Brujic, Lauren 
Ditta, Michael Dorkowski (’04), Scott Ensor  (’01), Alicia 
Groce, Paul Harris, Chris Lievens, Wil McGriff, Luke 
Peterson, Jennifer Sanderson, Joseph Shovlin, Jennifer 
Snyder (’12), Daniel Taylor (’06), and Melissa Zarn, 
with Karen Kehbein serving as faculty coursemaster. 

Visit SCO’s website for full details and to register. 
We hope to see you soon!

Zaba to Receive Lifetime 
Achievement Award

Joel N. Zaba, M.A., OD ’69, has been chosen to 
receive this year’s Lifetime Achievement Award.

Over four decades of private practice in Virginia, 
Dr. Zaba has distinguished himself in the area of 
learning-related visual problems. He has lectured 
internationally and published extensively on his re-
search focusing on the relationship between children, 
vision, and learning.

A graduate of The College of William and Mary, 
Dr. Zaba was encouraged to attend SCO by his broth-
er-in-law, Harvey Aftel, OD ’55. At SCO, he became 
interested in the then relatively new connections 
between children’s vision and learning thanks to 
inspiration provided by the late Drs. Harvey Brown, 
Gerry Getman, and Robert Wagnon.

In his final year at SCO, he became one of the 
first optometry students to work with a researcher on 
a National Institutes of Health grant as he assisted in 
evaluating children with sickle-cell anemia. He later 
earned his master’s degree in human growth and 
development from the Institute for Child Study at the 
University of Maryland.

He has served as chair of the Communications 
Division for the AOA, the School Optometrist 
Standards Project Team, and as a national spokesman 
for the Vision Council of America. He has appeared 
on The Today Show and CNN to discuss children’s 
vision and learning. He is a member of the College 
of Optometrists in Vision Development and of the 
Optometric Extension Program Foundation.

In 2015, he received the Virginia Optometric 
Association’s 2015 Distinguished Achievement Award 
in recognition of his longstanding and continuous 
commitment and service to optometry and the visual 
welfare of the public, including his service chairing 
the VOA’s Committee on Learning Disabilities and 13 
years as a vision consultant to the Norfolk, Virginia 
public school system. 
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Southern College of 

Optometry awarded 

129 doctor of optometry 

degrees during the 

college’s annual May 

commencement 

ceremony held at the 

Cannon Center for 

the Performing Arts 

in downtown 

Memphis.

U.S. Senator John Boozman, 
OD ’77, delivered the commencement 
address and received the Doctor of 
Ocular Science degree, conferred on 
those who have made outstanding 
contributions and rendered 
distinguished service to the profession 
of optometry and the fi eld of visual 
science.

SCO President Emeritus Billy 
Cochran, OD ’68, received the 
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters 
degree in recognition of his outstanding 
support of the college through 
the years.

Valedictorian was Monica Perry; 
Salutatorian was Ryan Wilkerson. 
The class address was given by 
Class President Katherine 
Araiza-Brown. 

The Class of 2016 included 
ten second- and third-generation
graduates, seven of whom were 
SCO legacies, with three being 
children or grandchildren of ODs who 
graduated from other optometry schools. 

Following commencement, three graduates 
were commissioned into the U.S. military: 
Kate Allen, Emy Thompson, and 
Trent Gaasch.
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Additional 
commencement
coverage 
continues… 

Full photo coverage can be 
found on SCO’s website, 
and a recording of the entire 
ceremony can be found on 
SCO’s YouTube channel. 

The Class of 2016 included 
ten second- and third-generation
graduates, seven of whom were 
SCO legacies, with three being 
children or grandchildren of ODs who 
graduated from other optometry schools. 

Following commencement, three graduates 
were commissioned into the U.S. military: 
Kate Allen, Emy Thompson, and 
Trent Gaasch.
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ACADEMIC AWARDS SPONSORS AND 2016 RECIPIENTS  

BAYS FAMILY SERVICE AWARD

Katherine Araiza-Brown 

BEAVER-VISITEC INTERNATIONAL, INC. (BVI)  
PARTNERS IN OPTOMETRY AWARD    

Danyetta Thomas 
Brennan Berwald

DRS. FRED AND CHARLENE BURNETT 
STUDENT RESEARCH AWARD

Trent Gaasch 
Andrew Neighbors 
Brett O’Connor

COVD EXCELLENCE IN VISION THERAPY    

Marie Bolin

DESIGNS FOR VISIONS, INC. WILLIAM 
FEINBLOOM LOW VISION AWARD    

Halie Cottrill

STANLEY M. DICKERSON LEADERSHIP AWARD   
Kirsten McKnight

EAGLE VISION AWARD

Shalini Dave

ESCHENBACH OPTIK LOW VISION  
STUDENT AWARD    

Daniel Kelly

ESSILOR OF AMERICA/VARILUX  
STUDENT GRANT AWARD

Logan Oliver

ESSILOR LABS OF AMERICA AWARD   

Joseph Brewer

EUROPA INTERNATIONAL AWARD

Frank Carusone   

GP LENS INSTITUTE GP CONTACT LENS  
CLINICAL EXCELLENCE AWARD    

Gregory Stewart

JOHNSON & JOHNSON AWARD OF 
EXCELLENCE IN CONTACT LENS PATIENT CARE    

Chalise Maybee

DR. BERNARD L. KAHN MEMORIAL  
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP    

Whitney Seltman

LS&S GROUP LOW VISION AWARD   

Stephen Ellison

MARCHON EYEWEAR PRACTICE 
MANAGEMENT AWARD    

Devon Dixit

MOTHERSHED ENDOWED AWARD

Gabriel Fickett

NBEO PART II AWARD

Devon Dixit

NOIR LOW VISION AWARD    

Jennyffer Smith

NOSA RECOGNITION

Feyi Aworunse 
Dominique Garcia-Robles 
Angela Han 
Kirsten McKnight 
Haley Nguyen 
Tram Pham

Gerald Stinson, Jr. 
Ryan Tieu 
Danyetta Thomas 

OCULAR INSTRUMENTS, INC.  
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE    

Emy Thompson

OEP CLINICAL CURRICULUM AWARD    

Kay Powell

OPTELEC EXCELLENCE IN  
LOW VISION AWARD    

Megan Stanford

OPTOMETRIC LEADERSHIP  
EXCELLENCE AWARD

Feyi Aworunse 
Kevin Davis

Front: Eric Brinkley, John Brinkley, OD ’80, Mark 
Hennen, OD, Matt Hennen; second row: Angela Haas, 
Daniel Haas, OD; third row: Michael Davis, OD ’87, 
Kevin Davis; back row: Steve Compton, OD ’78,  
Alex Compton. 

LEGACY GRADUATES
Front: Marie Kelly, OD ’85, Daniel Kelly, Whitney 
Seltman, Herbert Seltman, OD; second row: Steve 
Shum, OD ’71, Andrew Shum; third row: Thomas 
McIntosh, OD ’85, Scott McIntosh; back row: Keith 
Oliver, OD ’79, Logan OliverCAMPUS-WIDE BBQ

SENIOR SEND-OFF AT 
BEALE ST. LANDING 

LEGACY BRUNCH
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RAFIEETARY ACADEMIC AND CLINICAL  
EXCELLENCE AWARD    

Dahlia Haddad

DR. DAVID P. SLOAN MEMORIAL AWARD

Hunter Chapman

SCO OUTSTANDING CLINICIAN AWARDS

Katherine Allen 
Daniel Brigham 
Jaimen Dixon 
Gabriel Fickett

Leah Herron 
James Hoover 
Brett O’Connor 
Dillon Ott 
Kara Vitus 
Ryan Wilkerson

SOUTHERN COUNCIL OF OPTOMETRISTS  
CLINICAL EXCELLENCE AWARD  

Preslee Trammell Magee

SOUTHWEST CONTACT LENS SOCIETY    
Natalie Brown

GLEN T. STEELE, OD AND L. ALLEN FORS, OD 
DEVELOPMENTAL VISION SCHOLARSHIP    

Marie Bolin

STEREO OPTICAL CO., INC.     

Elizabeth Parsons

BEAU WILLIS ENDOWED AWARD

Feyi Aworunse

WINSTON FAMILY ENDOWED AWARD

Kevin Davis

X-CEL CONTACTS  
OUTSTANDING GP FITTING AWARD    

Anthony Fioravanti

COMMENCEMENT

POST GRADUATION RECEPTION

MILITARY  
COMMISSIONING



Reich Inaugurated
Lewis Reich, OD, PhD, formally became the seventh president to lead Southern 

College of Optometry during an inaugural ceremony held on Friday, May 13, 2016 on 
campus.

The SCO community welcomed several hundred visitors, including representatives 
from other optometry colleges, local institutions of higher learning, representatives of the 
ophthalmic industry, and other invited guests. 

In his introduction, SCO Board of Trustees Chair Steven Reed, OD ‘95, congratulated 
Dr. Reich on earning the trust and respect of SCO’s Board during the nine months 

that Dr. Reich served as interim president before officially being named by the 
board to the position in a permanent capacity.

A number of representatives delivered greetings from their respec-
tive constituencies, including the local and academic communities, 

alumni, students, family, and faculty/staff. In her remarks repre-
senting faculty/staff, Aaron Kerr, OD ’98, Faculty Chair, announced 
that more than $27,000 had been raised to create a new scholar-
ship in Dr. Reich’s honor, with approximately $23,000 donated by 
faculty members to support the effort.

In his inaugural address, Dr. Reich outlined three top priori-
ties for the college’s future:
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Diane, Isaac, and  
Dr. Reich

Diane Reich (center) and 
her sisters, Sondra,  
and Lisa.

Delegates representing various 
academic institutions and 
organizations.



Making SCO a top school of choice for the best qualifi ed students,

Ensuring good stewardship of the college’s fi nancial 
resources to help control student expenditures, 
particularly in light of increasing student debt at the 
undergraduate level, and

Working to enhance SCO’s reputation within Memphis 
and the newly formed Memphis Medical District 
Collaborative eff ort.

The ceremony concluded with SCO 
President Emeritus Billy Cochran, OD 
‘68, leading the optometric oath for the 
optometrists in attendance. 

Following the ceremony, a luncheon 
was held on campus with seven food 
trucks and live entertainment selected to 
offer guests a sampling of food and music 
popular in Memphis. A reception in Dr. 
Reich’s honor was also held the evening 
prior as part of the inaugural festivities.
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Dr. Reich and 
David Marco, 
CEO Marco 
Ophthalmic

SCO faculty and staff enjoying 
Dr. Reich’s cocktail reception.

 Board members 
Ryan Powell, OD, ’02, 
and Cristie Travis.

Following the 
ceremony, 
guests were 
treated to 
Memphis 
food and 
music.
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A day in the life of 
a young OD

7:00 am
Alarm goes off . Get ready for work. Quick check of Instagram to respond to any comments from the night before.

8:00 am-5:30 pm
Patient care. Hope I can get away for lunch to recharge, but I pack an emergency granola bar 

every day just in case. I go through a lot of granola bars in a month.

6:00 pm
Dinner (probably not cooked by me, let’s be honest). Much needed detox from my 

day with my husband. Remember that I’m also a 31-year-old woman, wife, friend, 
and not just an eye doctor. Do not talk about eyes (much).

7:30-11:30 pm
Plug back in. Blog posts to write for Eyedolatry, interview guests to  

coordinate, social media posts to schedule for Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter for both myself and all of the doctors who are Defocus 

Media clients, podcasts to record or edit, articles to write for 
optometric magazines. Try not to fall asleep with my tablet 

still in my hands.

Rinse and repeat
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SCO ALUMNI PROFILE

JENNIFER LYERLY, OD ’ 11 
EYEDOLATRY

Does this sound like your life as an optometrist? Running Eyedolatry (an ocular health and 

industry news blog with over 27,000 readers a month), cohosting the Defocus eyecare industry 

podcast with fellow optometrist, Dr. Darryl Glover, and our joint venture optometric social media 

publishing and consultation company Defocus Media, on top of practicing full time, keeps me 

aggressively plugged in. But in today’s world, patient care is more than just your chair time for all 

optometrists. Small businesses can’t exist without a strong online presence, and doctors around the 

country have to devote more time than ever to growing their business online.  

A 2012 study of over 1,000 adults showed 40% of patients would seek and trust medical advice 

online; in millennials aged 18-24, that number was 90%. If your practice doesn’t have a social media 

presence, in the very near future it will be as if your practice doesn’t even exist. Here’s my story and 

what you need to do to build your online presence to give both your practice and optometry as a 

profession the bright future it deserves.

If your practice 

doesn’t have 

a social media 

presence, in  

the very near 

future it will be 

as if your practice 

doesn’t even 

exist.
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Back in May 2011, I was an eager nearly-new grad, returning 

to SCO to complete the newly installed Capstone Education week 

of classes before graduation day. Like most of my classmates, I was 

really thinking of the Capstone week as a way to reconnect with 

my friends again before our big send-off; I had learned everything 

I needed to know in four years of classes and rotations, right? But 

during Capstone, SCO brought in several practicing ODs to help 

educate us on our next adventure, and Dr. Scot Morris gave us a 

lecture that changed my future in optometry. He spoke to us about 

how social media and an online presence were going to be essential 

for grads of our generation. “Start a blog,” he said.  

A few weeks later, I was at home in North Carolina studying 

for my state boards and I realized: I didn’t know how I was going to 

explain these medical conditions I was pouring over to get ready 

for my oral exams to actual, real patients. So how could I study for 

boards, and start thinking about what I would say to patients in real 

practice? Eyedolatry Blog was born.

Five years, over 400 posts, and nearly 700,000 page views 

later, Eyedolatry is the one of the most rewarding things I’ve done 

in my young career. I love patient care, and I love practicing as an 

associate with a truly great group of doctors at Triangle Visions 

Optometry in North Carolina. But blogging and now podcasting 

has not only made me a better doctor, challenging me to stay up 

to date with the latest industry news and research and 

reading every single one of those industry publications 

we all subscribe to cover to cover, but I’ve also had the 

chance to work with leaders in our profession to help try 

to bridge the gap between what we as ODs know we can 

offer to our patients and what market research tells us 

that patients really think about us.  

When polled, ocular health evaluation doesn’t come 

up as one of the reasons people report that they would 

see an OD. Sad, scary, but true. I’ve been able to work 

with industry leading companies who are investing 

in our profession: currently I’m a brand ambassador 

for Transitions, and the entire Eyedolatry team, 

which includes frequent blog contributors Drs. Jessica 

Stephenson Grawey and Sarah Sweeney Dorhman (both 

SCO ’11), are working on a patient awareness campaign 

for OCuSOFT. In 2015 I was humbled to learn that other 

docs believed in my blog and its positive impact on 

our profession, too, when I was named one of Vision 

Monday’s Most Influential Women in Eyecare.  

I realize that blogging and podcasting are my platform to do 

something bigger. With every post I research and I write, I can help 

patients find real medical information about their ocular concerns 

that helps get them into a doctor’s chair. My blog posts can tell 

hundreds of thousands of patients that optometrists can treat 

their medical conditions and that we do so much more than just 

prescription renewals. And I can help the next generation of ODs 

face their own uphill battles, like addressing the huge salary gap 

that exists even in 2016 between male and female new grad ODs 

and what we as young female docs can do to close that gap. 

That’s what keeps me going every day, and I know all of you 

care about these issues, too. So I encourage you, whether it’s blog-

ging, or mentoring new ODs, or using your social media accounts to 

reach out about our profession – there’s nothing I’m doing that mat-

ters any more than what 

you can do for optometry. 

I’m just an OD who loves 

our profession; your voice 

can change the world too, 

and we need you!



Want to learn more? 

Every month Dr. Jennifer Lyerly 

and Dr. Darryl Glover write a 

column for Invision Magazine 

(www.invisionmag.com) where 

they break down the mechanics to 

social media success for ODs. 

If you are feeling overwhelmed 

and want professional help, 

they also o� er completely 

custom social media posting 

services to build your practice’s 

unique online identity at 

www.defocusmedia.com.  

Becoming a 
Social Media Success

Your business needs you to do this; let me help get 
you started.

1. Claim Your Handles
Right now (if not yesterday) 

you need to create both a web-

site for your company and the 

social media accounts. Pick 

one common handle (or name) 

so that patients can fi nd you 

on every single social media 

platform you would ever con-

sider using, whether you plan to use it right away or not. 

Facebook and Yelp are a must. I would also encourage 

claiming Instagram, Snapchat, and Twitter handles (in 

that order of importance). 

Don’t own your own practice? Several of the millen-

nial age doctors I work with to create customized social 

media content through Defocus Media are independent 

contractors or employed by large corporate entities. 

If you ever plan on going your own way, establishing 

yourself as your own brand is important now. Creating 

your own personal social media presence can help keep 

the patient relationships you are building loyal to you as 

their doctor and will carry forward with you when you 

are ready to establish your own business. 

2. Create Your Unique Brand Identity
Do your social media posts consist of nothing but re-

posted ocular health content from bulk websites like All 

About Vision? Those are great for free post supplemen-

tation, but if that’s all you’re doing on social media, then 

you are completely missing the point. If you aren’t 

creating your own unique posts then you’re 

just advertising for the website whose in-

formation you just linked, sending all of 

your patients not to your offi ce, but 

to their website. Social media 

is so powerful because it’s 

how individual patients 

connect with you 

as an individual 

doctor or business. You have to have a personality; you 

have to be unique. You have to create a message that is 

100% custom to who you are and what you do. Think 

about your practice and what you want people to know 

about you and make that personal connection in your 

posts. That’s the content that will grow not just your 

business but spread the word about what optometrists 

really do across the internet.

3. Become a Blogger
Want to move up to the front of Google’s search en-

gine results? Content creation is key. On your practice’s 

website create a blog area where you write about topics 

that you and your patients care about. Every 

post you write, every time you type your 

practice location’s name, your practice’s 

name, and what you do as an optometrist in 

a separate post, you are building your SEO 

(or search engine optimization) ranking. 

You don’t have to be prolifi c, but just writing 

about what you care about with good quality 

information will move you slowly but surely straight to 

the top of every search engine’s algorithms. And if you 

are on Google’s front page, I can guarantee that you’ll see 

more patients in your exam chair.

You can stay up to date with the latest news 

and trends in our profession at Dr. Lyerly’s 

blog eyedolatryblog.com and on the new 

Defocus podcast (www.defocusmedia.

com/category/podcast or subscribe to the 

Defocus Media feed on iTunes or Android). 
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SCO Hosts 
Live-Streaming 
of Remote 
Surgeries

“It’s imperative  

that young doctors 

coming into the 

marketplace are up  

to speed and  

educated on the  

latest processes.”

Dr. Chris Lievens 
is interviewed for a 
news media story 
about the event.



As SCO continues to explore the potential for inter-professional opportunities, the college’s 
Clinical Programs recently partnered with Eye Specialty Group (ESG) in Memphis for an interactive 
remote viewing of laser procedures.

At ESG’s medical offices 26 miles from the SCO campus, three SCO employees were prepped 
to receive Lasik while a group of 25 fourth-year interns watched from The Eye Center’s Digital 
Observatory. At the appointed hour, Dr. Andrew Crothers began performing the surgeries.

Back at The Eye Center, Dr. Subba Gollamudi stood before a large TV monitor live-streaming 
the procedures. He narrated each surgery and answered questions for SCO’s interns who watched. 
“It was a great session with lively discussion, lots of questions and interaction from the students,” 
Dr. Gollamudi told the Memphis Daily News for its story about the partnership. “It’s imperative that 
young doctors coming into the marketplace are up to speed and educated on the latest processes.” 

The collaboration marked the first remote live viewing of surgeries in SCO’s 25-year 
relationship with ESG. Students and faculty had previously rotated through ESG’s clinics to observe 
surgical procedures, but SCO’s Digital Observatory allows for greater discussion and Q&A between a 
non-attending physician and students.

The demonstration is designed for interns to increase their familiarity with pre-operative 
evaluations and post-operative care. SCO’s partnership with ESG intends to conduct live-streaming 
events every three months from the college’s Digital Observatory. 

SCO also extends its appreciation to ESG for hosting a dinner for the senior interns who 
participated. 
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Class Notes
1961 Dwight Blackwood, 
OD, recently retired after 53 
years in practice, the last 10 of 
which were merged within a 
multi/clinical OD/MD group in 
Kansas. Dr. Blackwood writes: 
“Retirement makes me aware 
I have one regret: I miss the 
satisfaction of that ‘good day  
on the job’ feeling it gave me. 
There is, however, a lasting 
realization and enjoyment in 
knowing I selected the ‘Best 
life’s work for myself’ while in 
the seventh grade. It’s been a 
great trip and I would have 
hated to miss the ride!”

1962 Joseph Lamendola, 
OD, recently was honored for 
outstanding accomplishments 
in his community, profession, 
and fraternity at the 12th 
Annual Greek Excellence 
Gala held by the LSU Greek 
Community.

1977 Thomas Roberson, 
OD, recently returned to 
Haiti for his fifth mission trip 
with a medical team. The 
group’s eye clinic screened 
approximately 1,200 patients, 
dispensed 1,000 pairs of 
glasses, provided surgery for 
34 visually challenged patients 
with cataracts and pterygiums, 
and treated 21 patients with 
glaucoma.

1980 Gilan Cockrell, OD 
CEO of the Williams Group, 
recently visited campus to speak 

to students as part of “Focus 
on Your Future,” a career and 
financial strategies program 
sponsored by the Hayes Center 
for Practice Excellence.

1981 James Cornetta, OD, 
pictured at left, was honored 
as the Virginia Optometric 
Association’s Distinguished 
Achievement Award recipient. 

The award is 
presented to 

an active 
member who 
has made 
distinct, 
unique, 

personal 
contributions 

to the profession 
and the activities of optometry’s 
local, state, or national 
organizations.

1983 Stephen Kepley, OD, 
pictured, was 
appointed to the 
Florida Board of 
Optometry by 
Governor Rick 

Scott to serve a four-year term. 
Dr. Kepley served as President 
of the Florida Optometric 
Association in 2013-14.

1986 Ed Paul, OD, recently 
rebranded and expanded his 
practice, Paul Vision Institute, in 
North Carolina. 

1987 Fred 
Farias III, OD, 
was named the 
AOA’s OD of the 
Year at the annual meeting in 
Boston.

1990 Angela Howell, OD, 
recently opened a third practice 
location in Lake City, AR.

1997 Mike Rothschild, OD, 
has retired from active patient 
care to accept a position with a 
company that provides software 
for eye doctors across the 
country. 

1998 Christine Ware Cook, 
OD, was honored as the Virginia 
Optometric Association’s 
2016 OD of the Year. She is 
Immediate Past President of the 
VOA and was recently appointed 
to the Southern Council of 
Optometrists’ Board of Trustees. 

2000 Crystal Brimer, OD, 
was named to Vision Monday’s 
Most Influential Women list for 
2016. In addition to operating 
her own practice, she also writes 
columns for Optometry Times 
and Advanced Ocular Care.  

2005 Carla Engelke, OD, 
was named the Armed Forces 
Optometric Society’s-AOA 
Young OD of the Year. 

2007 Matthew 
Gerstberger, OD, Michael 
Hausmann, OD, and Brandon 
Dahl, OD ’09, are celebrating  
100 years of their practice in 
Garden City, KS. 

Ryan Halpern, OD, was named 
Director of Professional Services 
for Acquisitions at MyEyeDr.

John Kirby, OD, recently 
opened a private practice in  
Mt. Juliet, TN. 

2009 TW Moore, OD, was 
among the competitors in this 
year’s Boston Marathon.

2010 Melia Robertson, 
OD, was named Young OD 

of the Year by the Arkansas 
Optometric Association.

2011 Shane Clark, OD, 
recently celebrated the grand 
opening of his practice in Rapid 
City, South Dakota. 

Courtney Dryer, OD, was 
recently interviewed by Women 
in Optometry magazine about 
the success of her practice in 
North Carolina.

Crystal Mirza, OD, recently 
wed Patrick Gustin in Lafayette, 
Louisiana. 

Mark Schaeffer, OD, was 
named one of 40 outstanding 
alumni under the age of 40 
by the University of Georgia’s 
Alumni Association. 

2012 Marcie Daniel, OD, 
has joined The Jackson Clinic in 
Jackson, TN.

Adam Ramsey, OD, recently 
opened a new practice, Iconic 
Eye Care, in Palm 
Beach, Florida. 

2013 Catherine 
Abbott, OD, and 
Travis Thompson, 
OD, pictured, were 
married April 16 in 
Roanoke, VA. They now live and 
practice in the Knoxville, TN 
area.

Ashley Gentrup, was recently 
interviewed by the newspaper in 
Sioux Falls, SD, about her career 
as an OD.

Megan Kortum, OD, recently 
joined the practice of Mark 
Kapperman, OD ’87, in 
Chattanooga, where she 
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completed an 
externship in 

2012. After her 
graduation, she 

served in the U.S. Air 
Force as flight commander 
of the optometry clinic for 
the 81st Aerospace Medicine 
Squadron at Keesler Air Force 
Base. In 2014, she was named 
the Air Education and Training 
Command Biomedical Sciences 
Corps Company Grade Officer of 
the year for clinicians.

2014 Lucas Cook, OD, has 
added another practice to the 
locations where he sees patients 
in Grundy Center, IA. 

Nathan Osterman, OD, recently 
joined Family Eye Center in 
Colorado. 

2015 Congratulations to all 
our Class of 2015 alumni who 
recently completed their SCO 
residencies!

2016 Matthew Boswell, OD, 
has joined Lentz Eye Care in 
Kansas. 

Alexandra Reid Meredith, OD, 
recently joined Flippin-Westfall 
Searcy Eye Care & Vision 
Therapy Center.

Jennyffer Smith, OD, is 
SCO’s new Primary Eye Care/
MBA Program resident and 
Darah McDaniel-Chandler 
is a Pediatrics & Vision 
Rehabilitation resident. Other 
Memphis area residents from 
the Class of 2016 include Daniel 
Brigham, Shaleen Ragha, 
Brittany Rigdon, Kara Vitus, 
and Rebecca Wenig at the 
Memphis VAMC, and James 
Hoover at Toyos Clinic. 

INMEMORIAL
Joyce Adema, OD ’49  

Dr. Adema received SCO’s 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2002 and was 
a founder of the College 
of Optometrists in Vision 
Development. 

Randall W. Ahlstrom, OD ’50 
Calvin Denney, OD ’50 
William E. Garstang, OD ’51

William Hendrix, OD ’55   
Dr. Hendrix was a 2000 
SCO Lifetime Achievement 
Award recipient and served 
as SECO President in 1986.

James N. Little, OD ’56 
Jack D. Miller, Sr., OD ’59 
Russell Palmer, OD ’60 
Larry D. Garrett, OD ’65 

Walter Krickich, OD ’81 
Todd Maynard, OD ’94

SCO is also saddened to 
note the passing of Florence 
Stern, wife of SCO Lifetime 
Achievement Award recipient 
Sidney Stern, OD ’71. Together 
the Sterns were generous 
supporters of several SCO 
campaigns. 

State Association Briefs
ARK ANSAS

Several SCO alumni were recently honored by the Arkansas Optometric Association, 
including Special Service Awards for 1  Eric Robbins, OD ’01, 2  Airiell Schwab, OD ’06, and 
3  Alex Bell, OD ’09, and to former SCO Board Chair 4  Howard Flippin, OD ’59, who received 
the Lifetime of Excellence Award. Bryan Armstrong, OD ’00, was elected ArOA President, 
Matt Jones, OD ’09, President-Elect, Belinda 
Starkey, OD ’04, as Vice President, and 
Chevron Ergle, OD ’04, as Immediate Past 
President. Joe Sugg, OD ’09, was re-elected 
to the Board, with Allyson Mertins, OD ’97, 
Jeff Netzel, OD ’02, and Melia Robertson, OD ’09, remaining as Board Directors. James 
Hertzog, OD ’06, was elected as a new member to the Board.

LOUISIANA

1  Bill Gordon, OD ’82, recently was named 
OD of the Year by the Optometry Association 
of Louisiana, while 2  Cory Boudreaux, OD 
’08, received the Young OD of the Year. Other 
alumni were elected to leadership positions, 
including, 3  President Kevin Kasovich, OD ’04, Cory Boudreaux as Secretary/Treasurer, 
and 4  Lisa Mitchell, OD ’04, as President of the Gulf Optometric Society for the second year. 
Also elected but not pictured were Adam Paddock, OD ’03, as President of the Northshore 
Optometric Society for the second year, and Jonathan Bowman, OD ’10, as President of the 
Southeast Optometric Society.

VIRGINIA

A big group of alumni gathered for this photo at  
the Virginia Optometric Association’s Annual Con- 
ference. Pictured are Ted McElroy, OD ’93, Robert 
Bass, OD ’82, Christine Cook, OD ’98, Lucas 
Spiker, OD ’09, Lisa Gontarek, OD ’97, Jenny 
Alsop, OD ’08, Shannon Franklin, OD ’00, Joseph 
Droter, OD ’88, Scott Gontarek, OD ’98, Jen 
Weigel, OD ’04, Julia Vendittis, OD ’92, Michael 
Krimigis, OD ’97, and James Cornetta, OD ’81.
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BOSTON

at a glance
SCO’s students 
won the Spirit 
Award at 
this year’s 
annual Varilux 
Optometry 
Student Bowl, 
and Derek 
Hennig, ’17, tied 
for third in the 
competition.

AOA Past President 
Steve Loomis, OD, SCO 
President Lewis Reich, 
OD, PhD

Cynthia Baker, OD 
’83, and her husband, 
William Ragsdale

Mark Shirey, 
OD ‘00

Roger Wineinger, OD 
’76, and his wife, Marilyn 
Wineinger

T. Joel Byars, OD ‘63, 
Helen Byars

Alumni Council member 
David A. Cockrell, OD ’81, and 
Cherry B. Cockrell, OD ’81.

Denise Sattler and 
SCO Board of Trustees 
member, Doug Clark, OD

Kristin Anderson, OD, 
Mark Schaeff er, OD ‘11, 
and Mark Risher with 
Allergan

TAOP President Trish 
Walker, OD, and Chris 
Cooper, OD ‘97 

Glen Steele, OD ‘69, Martha 
Rosemore Morrow, OD ‘74

Sandra Stephens, 
Kendra Reed, 

Mary Nethaway 
Chase, ‘18

2010 alums Drs. Katy Falk 
Johnson  and Meghan Elkins.

Sarah Henderson, ’17, 
Taylor Chestnut, ‘17



Reed Elected AOA Trustee
Spotlight on National Service

SCO Board of Trustees Chair Steven Reed, OD ’95, 
became the fi rst SCO graduate in recent years to be 
elected as an AOA Trustee during simultaneous service 
to SCO’s Board. In this Q&A, he discusses the impor-
tance of leadership.

What motivated you to enter the race for AOA Trustee?

My desire to run as an AOA Trustee began at the 2005 
Optometry’s Meeting in Dallas, Texas. The Mississippi 
Optometric Association’s newly hired Executive Director, 
Linda Ross Aldy, and I were engaged in an orientation 
discussion regarding the House of Delegates when she 
asked me about my future service goals. After some 
thought, I clearly remember telling her that one day 
I wanted to be an AOA Trustee. I had been involved in 
leadership on a local and state level, but I didn’t want to 
retire from those roles. For me, service is a lifetime com-
mitment that stems from my passion for optometry. My 
desire then and now is to make a positive difference.  

How did you initially get involved with leadership 
in the profession?

The late Helen St. Clair, a longtime executive director of 
the MOA, immediately put me on the Assistance to Grad-
uates and Undergraduates Committee when I graduated 
from SCO. She encouraged me along the away and invited 
me to my fi rst AOA meeting.  

What are the most pressing priorities at the national 
AOA level that you anticipate?

The most pressing issues will be the continued attempt to 
commoditize eye wear and eye care (1-800 CONTACTS, 
Opternative, Vision Plans, etc.), telemedicine (kiosks), 
changes in healthcare delivery models (ACOs, etc.) and 
the communication gap that exist among our multi-
generational members and non-members.  

How did your service on the SCO Board prepare you 
for this next leadership position?

I am confi dent through my service on the board that the 
concept of “millennial” disengagement is really a commu-
nication gap. Millennials as a group are not disengaged. 
I have been very impressed at the level of service and 
leadership that I’ve seen from members of this generation.  
The perception of disengagement comes from a difference 
in communication styles. We can bridge this communica-
tion gap though education and proper messaging. 

What are some of the accomplishments that make you 
most proud about your time on SCO’s Board?

I was very honored to be a part of the Envision our Prog-
ress campaign and to see the new classroom complex and 
other renovations become a reality. Students are SCO’s 
primary stakeholder. It’s great to be a part of something 
that improves their experience at SCO. It was also a great 
honor to install Dr. Lewis Reich as SCO’s seventh presi-
dent. Dr. Reich is an incredible leader, and I’m sure that 

he will continue to accomplish great things in his future 
leadership.  

Who have been your mentors or infl uences?

I have been blessed with many great people in my life. My 
wife, Kendra, has been very supportive and encouraging 
through my volunteering. She understands the value 
of being engaged to make a difference. She never com-
plains when I mention going to that sixth reception for 
the night, or when I am away from home fi ghting the 
optometry battles. Kendra is also a leader in her own 
business world. She constantly displays what great 
leadership looks like. Kendra is the reason that I’m able 
to serve at the level that I do.   

Why is it important for other alumni and optometry 
students to get more involved in the profession?

The challenges that face our profession affect every op-
tometrist. We must all do our part to keep our profession 
strong. A collective effort is much stronger than a few 
individuals.  

For those who aren’t as involved in the profession, 
how can ODs give back at the local level or in their 
communities?

Every action that presents optometry in 
a positive light makes a difference. 
Optometrists can give back in 
many ways, such as being 
active members of local civic 
clubs, creating and maintaining 
networks with other local health 
care professionals and being 
engaged in their local optometric 
society. Most importantly, every 
optometrist should be a member 
of their state association and 
the AOA and give to their state 
PAC and the AOA PAC. It’s also 
important as alumni to support 
our alma mater with time, 
treasure and talent. I encourage 
everyone to give back to SCO, 
because I’ve found that most 
alumni who succeed value 
the part that SCO played in 
helping them get to where 
they are today.
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Faculty Highlights
Faculty Promotions
Lindsay Elkins, OD ’07, has been appointed 

as SCO’s new Director of Academic 
Programs. Dr. Elkins will be responsible 
for ensuring the efficient and effective 
implementation of the college’s 
academic programs, with emphasis on 
the didactic and laboratory components 
of SCO’s curriculum. 

Several SCO faculty members were 
recently promoted. 

Promoted from Instructor to 
Assistant Professor were:

1  Taylor Kiser, OD ’12
2  Reena Lepine, OD ’11  
3  Joanne Smith, OD ’11

Promoted from Assistant Professor 
to Associate Professor:

1  Lindsay Elkins, OD ’07
2  Carrie Lebowitz, OD ’06  
3  Daniel Taylor, OD ’06 

Promoted from Associate Professor 
to Professor:

1  Patricia Cisarik, OD, PhD
2  Michael Gerstner, OD ’97 

Marie Bodack, OD, has been named 
the new primary investigator for the 
Pediatric Eye Disease Group (PEDIG). 
She also was recently appointed to the 
Board of Directors of the College of 
Optometrists in Vision Development 
(COVD). She also lectured at the 
European Academy of Optometry 
meeting. 

Chris Borgman, OD, lectured at the 
annual meeting of the Utah Optometric 
Association. 

Freddy Chang, OD, PhD, Richard Savoy, 
OD, MPH, and John Sharpe, OD ’83, 
recently lectured at the Southern 

 Indiana Pharmacology Seminar in 
Evansville, Indiana. 

Janette Dumas, OD, recently served as 
a panelist at the Morehouse College 
Health Awareness symposium in 
Atlanta and was honored by a Memphis 
organization for her work with SCO’s 
summer program for minority students. 
She recently was interviewed by the 
ABC-TV affiliate in Memphis about 
SCO’s recent Success in Sight program 
held for high school students interested 
in optometry. 

Bill Edmondson, OD, MAT, pictured, 
recently was recognized at the annual 
meeting of the Association of Opto-
metric Contact Lens Educators with 
the prestigious Lester Janoff Award for 
outstanding contribu-
tions to contact lens 
education, research, 
and scholarship. He 
was presented his 
award by Andrea 
Janoff, OD, Chief of 
Contact Lenses, NOVA. 

Linday Elkins, OD ’07, lectured on vision  
screenings for the Tennessee Associa-
tion of Optometric Physicians. 

Melinda Fitzgerald, PhD, published her 
research in Frontiers in Psychology 
and was elected to the ARVO Awards 
Committee in addition to serving on 
ARVO’s Member in Training Committee. 

Dan Fuller, OD, published an article about 
Meibomian Gland function in the May 
issue of Review of Optometry. 

Rachel Grant, OD, wrote about spotting 
signs of the Zika virus for Optometry 
Times and the effects of blue light with 
public health implications for Advance 
Ocular Care. 

Paul Harris, OD, 
received the G.N. 
Getman Award 
at the recent 
COVD meeting in 
St. Louis. Marie 
Bodack, OD, was 
among the faculty 
lecturers at the 
event, with several posters presented  
by residents and faculty members,  

including Melissa Zarn, OD, Patricia 
Cisarik, OD, PhD, Mary Bartuccio, OD, 
Marc Taub, OD, MS, and Alicia Groce, 
OD.

Whitney Hauser, OD ’01, lectured at the 
Vision Expo East event in New York and 
at the Optometric, Cornea, Cataract, 
at the Refractive Surgery meeting in 
San Diego, the Georgia Optometric 
Association’s annual meeting, and at 
the AOA meeting with Jack Schaeffer, 
OD ’77. She also authored articles for 
Review of Optometry, Cataract Refractive 
Surgery Today, and Optometry Times.  

Cynthia Heard, OD, Greg Wolfe, OD, MPH, 
and Marc Taub, OD, MS, pictured, 
recently presented a low vision 
rehabilitation workshop for students 
from the Occupational Therapy 
Assistant Program at Concorde Career 
College.

 

John Mark Jackson, OD ’99, and SCO 
resident Brayden Lundquist, OD, co-
authored “A Review of GP Lenticulation 
and Carriers” in the May issue of Contact 
Lens Spectrum. 

Chris Lievens, OD, MS, is serving as 
principal investigator for the EyeGate 
Study. 

Wil McGriff, OD, MPH, recently was 
interviewed by a Memphis TV station’s 
health program for a segment about 
cataracts. As SCO’s liaison to the 
Tennessee Public Health Association 
committee, he hosted nearly 100 public 
health professionals for the TPHA West 
Division Annual Meeting on campus.

Christina Newman, OD, wrote an article 
about fitting ortho-k contact lenses 
in the July 25, 2016 issue of Optometry 
Times.

Karen Squier, OD, Marc Taub, OD, MS, 
Alicia Groce, OD, and Amanda 
Tompkins, OD ’13, participated in the 



Case Report Writing Workshop for Part II of the NBEO 
in Charlotte. 

Glen Steele, OD ’69, 
was recently joined by 
entertainer Tom Sullivan 
on campus to promote 
the InfantSEE program to 
a campus-wide assembly 
of students. They also 
appeared as a guests 
on the local CBS-TV 

affi liate’s morning talk program to discuss pediatric 
vision and the importance of InfantSEE.

Daniel Taylor, OD ’06, recently was honored for his 
academic poster tying for fi rst place among graduate 
students in the Education section at the 2016 
University of Memphis Student Research Forum. 
He also passed his Ed.D. dissertation defense. 

Amanda Tompkins, OD ’13, published an article in 
Women in Optometry. 

James E. Venable, OD ’89, was interviewed by 
the Memphis Daily News for a story about SCO’s 
collaboration with the Church Health Center in the 
Crosstown Concourse under construction in 
midtown at the site of the old Sears building that older 
alumni will remember.  

Trish Walker, OD, represented Tennessee as TAOP Presi-
dent during the Congressional Advocacy Conference 
in Washington D.C.

COVD 2016
POSTERS

Clint Prestwich, ’17; Patricia Cisarik, OD, PhD
Comparison of CISS with Near Horizontal Fixation Disparity in a 
Graduate Student Population

Alicia Groce, OD; Mary Bartuccio Valentino, OD; Lisa Wong, OD
Visual Rehabilitation for Post-CVA Visual Symptoms and 
Hemianopsia

Nick Sachse ’18; Paul Alan Harris, OD
Validation of standardized testing protocol for the clinical 
application of colored fi lters

Benjamin J. Konynenbelt, OD; Marie Bodack, OD
Retinal detachment in a young, aphakic patient with Marfan 
syndrome

Julie Shalhoub, OD; Marc Taub, OD, MS
A Stepwise Approach to Vision Therapy in Strabismus with 
Nystagmus

Lisa Wong, OD; Melissa Zarn, OD; Paul Harris, OD
Vision Therapy for Eccentric Viewing Training

ARVO 2016
POSTERS

Patricia Cisarik, OD, PhD
Eff ect of Energy Drinks on Critical Flicker Frequency

Malinda Fitzgerald, PhD 
Age-Related Choroidal and Retinal Changes in Sprague-Dawley 
and Fischer 344 Rats

Application of Chromatic and Spatial Noise to Mask Stimulus 
for Luminance Contrast Threshold Estimates

Melanopsin Gene Expression in Retinas of Diurnal and 
Nocturnal Snakes

Kristina Haworth, OD, PhD 
Oxidative Stress Measures in Human Tears and Associations with 
Conjunctival Ultraviolet Auto Fluorescence 

AOA 2016, BOSTON
LECTURES

Glen Steele, OD ’69 
The Child on the Autism Spectrum

POSTERS

Jennifer L. Jones, OD ’06
Cerulean Cataracts in a Patient with Down Syndrome

Laurel Roberts, ’18; Paul Harris, OD; Rachel Grant, OD
A Comparison of Backlit ETDRS VA Chart to M&S Technologies 
Automated ETDRS VA Chart

Zach Lancaster ’17; Jason Duncan, OD ’96; Richard Savoy, OD, MPH
The Phakomatoses: Von Hippel-Lindau Disease

Laura Brown, ’18; Mike Christensen, OD, PhD; Christopher Borgman, OD
The Comparison of Central Corneal Thickness Amongst Four 
Diff erent Technology Devices

Esla Speth, OD ’10; Sylvia E. Sparrow, OD ’98; Erin Keim, ’17; Lisa Stuart 
Vanderpool, OD ’15 

Pre-Descemet Membrane Corneal Dystrophy: A Case Report

Lisa Stuart Vanderpool, OD ’15; Sylvia E. Sparrow, OD ’98
Why Wait? Eplerenone for the Treatment of Central Serous 
Chorioretinopathy

Sylvia E. Sparrow, OD ’98
Adult Onset Vitelliform Dystrophy (AOVD):  A Case Report

Alicia Groce, OD; Mary Bartuccio Valentino, OD; Lisa Wong, OD
Visual Rehabilitation for Post-CVA Visual Symptoms and 
Hemianopsia

Nick Sachse ’18; Paul Alan Harris, OD
Validation of standardized testing protocol for the clinical 
application of colored fi lters

Benjamin J. Konynenbelt, OD; Marie Bodack, OD
Retinal detachment in a young, aphakic patient with Marfan 
syndrome

Julie Shalhoub, OD;  Marc Taub, OD, MS
A Stepwise Approach to Vision Therapy in Strabismus with 
Nystagmus

Lisa Wong, OD; Melissa Zarn, OD; Paul Harris, OD
Vision Therapy for Eccentric Viewing Training

Note of Congratulations
 Congratulations to SCO’s Library staff, in sharing a 

prestigious and competitive $1,000 award given to the 

Association of Vision Science Librarians (AVSL) from 

the Medical Library Association. Brooke Caldwell 

was one of the co-authors of a paper which inspired 

the original nomination, and Leslie Holland, Manager 

of Library Services, chairs the AVSL, so SCO is well 

represented within the organization.

NUMBERS FROM SVOSH’S 
MAY 2016 MISSION TRIPS: 

8,779
(Patient total)

7,932
(Spectacles total)

1,788
(Sunglasses total)

883
(Number of total referrals)

2,862
(Pathology totals)

HAITI

MERIDA

COSTA RICA

NICARAGUA
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Nominations  
Sought

SCO encourages all graduates to consider submitting 

nominees for recognition in 2017. First, nominations for hon-

orary degrees are being accepted to recognize distinguished 

ODs and other individuals to be recognizedat the college’s 2017  

commencement ceremony. 

Recipients must be of sufficient stature and character as to honor the 

college; anonymous submissions will not be accepted. Specific criteria must include at least two of these:

• Distinguished record of scholarship;

• Outstanding contributions to society through humanitarian efforts, public service, or education;

• Outstanding contributions to optometry or the optometric profession. 

Nominations and supporting materials should be sent to Academic Affairs (Honorary Degrees), c/o SCO, 1245 

Madison Ave., Memphis, TN 38104, or emailed to degrees@sco.edu. The deadline is October 31, 2016. 

The Hayes Center for Practice Excellence also is welcoming nominations for 2017’s Practice of 

Excellence Award. Designed to identify and reward successful practices, the award recognizes 

achievements being made by more recent SCO graduates.

The awards are divided into three sections based on the number of years of practice, from 2006-

2009, 2010-2012, and 2013-2015. The awards are available to graduates who are founders of a private 

practice or who have purchased an existing active practice over the last decade.

All submissions will be reviewed and checked for eligibility and truthfulness. Documentation includes:

• Profit and Loss Statements from the  
previous two years

• Most recent balance sheet

• Office meeting agendas or minutes

• A number of worksheets to help measure  
key metric performance. 

Each recipient receives a $5,000 award. All applications must be received by January 15, 2017.


