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He may have retired two years ago, but the impact  

that SCO Professor Emeritus Jim Newman, OD ’73, made 

on generations of alumni continues to benefit alumni 

across the nation. With a legacy spanning nearly 40 

graduating classes, Dr. Newman taught roughly half  

of SCO’s graduates. As 2015 ends, please join the  

effort to rename SCO’s new theory and methods  

lab in honor of Dr. Newman. SCO’s Board  

of Trustees has generously agreed to  

match dollar for dollar any gift in  

support of this effort.

Your support will secure a lasting  
tribute for future generations of  
optometry students to share in 
our collective appreciation for 
Dr. Newman’s contributions to 
optometric education.

Please contact Cecily Freeman in  
the Development Office by calling  
(901) 722-3290 or by emailing  
her at cfreeman@sco.edu.

Look for SCO at these  
upcoming events…

May 6
Commencement 
Memphis, TN

June 29-July 2
AOA Meeting
Boston, MA

July 30
Discover Optometry
SCO Campus 

SCO recently joined a host of 

other community organizations in 

providing comprehensive vision 

care to Memphis area homeless 

residents at the annual fall 

Project Homeless Connect.
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From the Interim President
Building on Success in the New Year

The end of 2015 brings the mid-point of the academic year, a perfect 
time of assessing what we’ve accomplished thus far and what lies ahead 
for next year. I’m pleased to report that SCO ended the most recent 
fiscal year in positive territory, with a healthy fund balance and with a 
manageable budgeted growth rate of 2% for operations.

Beyond SCO’s financial strengths, our 529 students continue to excel 
academically. The Class of 2016 had a first time examinee passage rate that 
was more than 12% higher than the national average, 89.2% versus 76.9% 
on Part I (ABS) of their national boards. For Part 2 (PAM), the Class of 2015 

had a 5% passage rate higher than the national 
average, 97% versus 92% for first time examinees. 
For Part 3 (CSE), the scores saw a 93% passage 
rate vs. 85% nationally.

In the exit survey completed by the Class 
of 2015, 99% were satisfied with their SCO 
education. These numbers affirm the value dem-
onstrated to our students and graduates by their 
academic and clinical experience. Twenty-four 

graduates were matched with residency programs for the academic year, 
and residency education continues to gain interest with our students. 

The newest students on campus from the Class of 2019 repre-
sent 31 states. Their 3.54 GPA and 329 OAT scores helped secure their 
selection from among 873 applicants. They enjoy a 6:1 student/faculty 
ratio, ensuring quality instructional experiences further enhanced by 
smaller break-out groups and other hands-on teaching methods.

Clinical revenues continue to grow each year, providing significant 
patient encounter opportunities for our interns. Healthy clinic revenues 
also assist in keeping SCO’s tuition affordable. The support of SCO’s alumni 
and friends enables the college to provide additional care at external 
sites in the community, further diversifying the types of patient care 
encounters that are a hallmark of SCO’s reputation for an outstanding 
clinical education.

In meeting the needs of increasing numbers of patients, SCO is 
providing $1.4 million in uncompensated care as our students witness 
first-hand the value of serving others. From Saturday Service Experience 
events to interacting with the public at a number of outreach programs, 
SCO’s students directly learn the impact that optometry makes in the lives 
of patients and their communities.

SCO’s alumni and friends are to be commended for supporting our 
students. In recent months, it’s been a privilege to host alumni and friends 
at seven different state association meetings throughout the country. 
One of the messages that we communicate relates to the strength of our 
faculty. We’ve recruited some of the top leaders to educate and train the 
next generation of ODs. 

In 2016, we look forward to building on the core values that are 
making SCO a top choice among the nation’s optometry students. Thank 
you in advance for supporting the positive results being achieved by SCO.

Lewis Reich, OD, PhD
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Hayes Center to  
Salute Young Alumni

The Hayes Center for Practice Excellence is looking for 

nominees to consider for 2016’s Practice of Excellence Award. 

Designed to identify and reward successful practices, the 

Hayes Center’s Practice of Excellence Award recognizes 

achievements being made by more recent 

SCO graduates.

The awards are divided into three 

sections based on the number of years of 

practice, from 2005-2008, 2009-2011, and 

2012-2014. The awards are available to 

graduates who are founders of a private 

practice or who have purchased an existing 

active practice over the last decade.

A panel of five judges consists of three members of the 

Hayes Center’s Advisory Board, along with Hayes Center 

Director Lisa Wade, OD ’84, and co-founder Jerry Hayes, OD ’73. 

All submissions will be reviewed and checked for eligibility and 

truthfulness.

Documentation includes:

• Profit and Loss Statements from the previous two years

• Most recent balance sheet

• Office meeting agendas or minutes

• A number of worksheets to help measure key metric 

performance. 

“The Practice of Excellence Award has really proven 

valuable over its first two years in helping us foster joint rela-

tionships between our recent alumni and current students,” Dr. 

Wade said. “Seeing and hearing from fairly recent graduates 

who have turned theoretical principles into private practice 

success stories goes a long way in demonstrating the potential 

that our students enjoy when they make their post-graduation 

plans.”

Each recipient receives a $5,000 award. The most recent 

recipients included Joe Sugg, OD ’09, Randall Glass, OD ’06, and 

James Hertzog, OD ’06, who accepted his award at this year’s 

Convocation ceremony after being unable to attend in person 

earlier in the year. 

All applications must be received by January 15, 2016 

either electronically or via the mail. Visit sco.edu to read more 

and view the full criteria. 

New Practice Opportunity  
Site Launches

In addition to launching a 
newly redesigned website 
for the SCO community, the 
Hayes Center for Practice 
Excellence also recently 
debuted a new Practice 
Opportunity site. The new site 
benefits alumni and students 
alike by allowing searches 
for practice opportunities, 
hiring new candidates, 
selling or buying practices, 

and connecting with students planning their 
futures.

Advanced search criteria allow users to 
narrow search results by practice modalities. 
Social media information, such as LinkedIn 
profiles, can also be uploaded. The new 
site also allows users to post photos of their 
practices, especially useful for those interested 
in selling a practice or recruiting a new partner.

Visit sco.edu/practice-opportunities to 
register and learn more. Contact Anthony 
Hubbard, HCPE Program Coordinator, for 
additional information at (901) 722-3332 or by 
emailing ahubbard@sco.edu. 

	 ▶	
Joined by his wife, 

Charity Grieco 
Hertzog, OD ’06, 

James Hertzog, OD 
’06, accepts his 

2015 HCPE Practice 
of Excellence Award 

from Lisa Wade,  
OD ’84. 
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Introducing the 
Class of 2019

Southern College of Optometry’s 30th annual 
Convocation ceremony honored the achievements 
of the college’s students, alumni, faculty and staff. 
First-year students from the Class of 2019 recited 

the Student Optometric Oath as part of 
their formal induction into the profes-
sion of optometry.

SCO Board of Trustees member  
1 Jarrett Johnson, OD ’90, was rec-

ognized as the college’s 2015 recipient 
of the Lifetime Achievement Award, the 
highest honor bestowed by the college 
upon its alumni. 

2 Christopher Borgman, OD, re- 
ceived the Burnett Faculty Recognition 
Award voted by his peers. Dr. Borgman 
also received two Faculty of the Year 
Awards from the Class of 2016 and BSK, 

with two awards also presented to Patricia Cisarik, 
OD, PhD. Other faculty award recipients included 
Scott Ensor, OD ’01, Janette Dumas, OD, John 

Mark Jackson, OD ’99, and Betty Harville, OD. 
Members of the Class of 1965 were presented 

with 50-year class reunion certificates recognizing 
their half-century milestone. Board of Trustees 
resolutions were also presented to 3 Daniel Fuller, 
OD, and 4 Feyi Aworunse, ’16.

More than $87,000 in scholarships and other 
awards were presented in recognition of academic 
excellence, leadership, and service. Many of SCO’s 
scholarships were made possible by the generous 
support of SCO’s Annual Campaign and Endowed 
Scholarship funds. 

ALUMNI AND FRIENDS 
SCHOLARSHIPS

ROSEMORE FAMILY ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP ($2,000)

Ben Roach ’17
Kay Powell ’16
Frank Carusone ’16

NATIONAL BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN 
OPTOMETRY AWARD, PART I ($1,000)

Sarah Jones ’16

MAULDIN FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

Will Price ’16

ALUMNI COUNCIL ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP 
($1,000)

Angela Haas ’16

DR. ALLAN AND MRS. SUSAN BARKER 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP ($2,000)

Courtney Morrow ’17

DR. FREDDY WILFRED CHANG ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

Gabe Fickett ’16

W. DAVID SULLINS ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP FOR LEADERSHIP ($1,000)

Hunter Chapman ’16

DR. CHARLES L. HAINE HUMAN 
PHYSIOLOGY ENDOWED AWARD ($1,000)

Alex Soliz ’18

WAYNE W. PYEATT ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP ($2,000)

Preslee Trammell ’16

PEGGY REMKE MEMORIAL ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP ($2,000)

Kevin Davis ’16

DR. JOHN A. GAZAWAY ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

Taylor Neumann ’16

KANSAS ALUMNI ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP 
($1,000)

Stacey Looper ’17

FRED FARIAS, III, OD ’87, FAAO ENDOWED 
AWARD ($1,000)

Emy Thompson ’16

JERRY L. CLAY ENDOWED AWARD ($1,000)

Hallie Portner ’17

DRS. BERGER & MOSCOW FAMILY 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

Peyton Glass ’17

DON E. WILLIAMSON MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP ($3,000)

Brett O’Connor ’16

DR. STANLEY M. DICKERSON ENDOWED 
LEADERSHIP AWARD ($1,000)

Kirsten McKnight ’16

JAMES AND EDNA DUNCAN AWARD ($500)

Shay Sechler ’17

CLASS SCHOLARSHIPS

CLASSES OF ’54, ’56, ’59 SCHOLARSHIP 
($1,000)

Chris Herring ’17

CLASSES OF ’60, ’61, ’63 SCHOLARSHIP 
($1,500)

Mary Nethaway ’18

CLASSES OF ’64, ’65, ’66 SCHOLARSHIP 
($1,500)

Taylor Chesnut ’17

CLASSES OF ’67, ’68, ’69 SCHOLARSHIP 
($1,000)

Halie Cottrill ’16
Ruhina Shemna ’16

CLASSES OF ’70, ’71, ’74 SCHOLARSHIP 
($1,000)

Katie Richardson ’16
Ryan Wilkerson ’16

CLASS OF 1977 SCHOLARSHIP ($3,000)

Brad Anders ’17

CLASS OF 1978 SCHOLARSHIP ($2,000)

Derek Hennig ’17

CLASS OF 1984 SCHOLARSHIP ($1,500)

Liz Perch ’18

CLASS OF 1997 JIMMY SHERIDAN 
MEMORIAL AWARD ($1,000)

Zach Baumfalk ’17

CLASS OF 2001 SCOTT WHITAKER 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

Emily Caldwell ’17

CORPOR ATE PARTNERS AND 
OPHTHALMIC INDUSTRY

REVIEW OF OPTOMETRY AND THE RICK 
BAY FOUNDATION FOR EXCELLENCE IN 
EYECARE EDUCATION AWARD ($500)

Monica Perry ’16

J. PAT CUMMINGS SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

Erick Henderson ’17

VISION SERVICE PLAN SCHOLARSHIPS 
($4,000)

Feyi Aworunse ’16
Dahlia Haddad ’16

WALMAN OPTICAL COMPANY 
SCHOLARSHIP ($1,050)

Marie Bolin ’16

PRECISION OPTICAL LABORATORIES 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS ($2,000)

Tyler Boone ’17
Matt Page ’17

OCULAR INSTRUMENTS AWARD

Megan Stanford ’16
Sandy Trybus ’17
Joe Johnson ’18

WELCH ALLYN CO. AWARD 

Lisa Russell ’17

HEINE USA AWARD 

Daniel Brigham ’16 

KEELER INSTRUMENTS AWARD 

Katie Araiza-Brown ’16

OPTOMETRY CARES INFANTSEE 
SCHOLARSHIP ($2,500)

Kyle Stott ’16

ESSILOR OF AMERICA/VARILUX STUDENT 
GRANT AWARD ($1,000)

Logan Oliver ’16 

MILITARY SERVICES 
SCHOLARSHIPS

U.S. ARMY

Trent Gaasch ’16
Emy Thompson ’16
Stephen Tipton ’17

U.S. NAVY

Katherine Allen ’16

STATE AND PROFESSIONAL 
ASSOCIATIONS

KENTUCKY OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION 
SCHOLARSHIPS ($1,000)

Elizabeth Fahy ’18
Julie Rallo ’18

MISSISSIPPI OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION, 
HONORING DR. WILLIAM E. COCHRAN 
($1,000)

Devon Morris ’16

TENNESSEE ASSOCIATION OF OPTOMETRIC 
PHYSICIANS SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

Trent Gaasch ’16

AUXILIARY TO THE ARKANSAS 
OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION ($1,000)

Mark Machen ’17

ARKANSAS OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION 
($1,500)

Jade Rice ’16

DR. MILTON WEBB OPTOMETRIC 
LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP

Kaitlin Short ’17

BASIC SCIENCE AND 
CLINICAL SCIENCE AWARDS

1ST YEAR BASIC SCIENCE AWARDS

Ethan Adkins ’18
Laura Brown ’18
Melinda Dang ’18
Kristen Davis ’18
Elizabeth Fahy ’18
Danny Garcia ’18
Kendra Harbison ’18
AJ McCleary ’18
Slater Smith ’18
Alex Soliz ’18

1ST YEAR CLINICAL SCIENCE AWARDS

Ethan Adkins ’18
Melinda Dang ’18
Kristen Davis ’18
Elizabeth Fahy ’18
Kendra Harbison ’18
AJ McCleary ’18
Ryan Piche ’18
Emma Pope ’18
Alex Soliz ’18
Kelsey White ’18

2ND YEAR BASIC SCIENCE AWARDS

Leslie Alitz ’17
Celeste Baker ’17
Celia Baker ’17
Jordan Hamric ’17
Derek Hennig ’17
Erin Keim ’17
Sara Petska ’17
Kevin Rice ’17
Ben Roach ’17
Meagan Williams ’17

2ND YEAR CLINICAL SCIENCE AWARDS

Leslie Alitz ’17
Celia Baker ’17
Caroline Fogleman ’17
Jordan Hamric ’17
Derek Hennig ’17
Sara Petska ’17
Laura Prindeze ’17
Shalon Rothstein ’17
Whitney Watson ’17
Meagan Williams ’17 

3RD YEAR CLINICAL SKILLS AWARDS

Feyi Aworunse ’16
Erin Bales ’16
Marie Bolin ’16
Daniel Brigham ’16
Dahlia Haddad ’16
Hannah Holtorf ’16
Scott McIntosh ’16
Kara Vitus ’16
Chelsea Wahl ’16
Ryan Wilkerson ’16

1

2 3 4
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An old tradition 
returned with 
some new twists 
for this year’s 
Homecoming 
and Fall CE 
celebration. 

Alumni and friends 

enjoyed the revival of 

the all campus BBQ 

with special tents for 

reunion classes and 

other guests. Family 

friendly activities 

included a new petting 

zoo for kids (and  

young-at-heart  

animal lovers). 

A Thursday night 

kick-off party, reunion 

class dinners and an 

after party at The 

Peabody Memphis 

allowed attendees to 

rekindle old friendships. 

CE classes were also 

held on campus, with 

photos from all the 

events available on 

SCO’s website. 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS FOR  

NEXT YEAR’S  

EVENT, SCHEDULED  

FOR SEPTEMBER  

15 -18 , 2016!
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▲
Reunion Class 
of 1995

▶ 
Reunion Class  

of 1985

Reunion Class  
of 1980
▼

◀ SCO Interim 
President Dr. Lewis 
Reich at SCO’s  
inaugural 1st Year 
Family Patrons 
reception

50 Year Reunion  
Class of 1965
▼

▲
CE Reunion Speaker 
Tammy Than, OD ’95

Reunion Class of 1970
▼

▲
’05 alumni – Drs. Mehrdad 
Saadat, Bill Ballinger and 
Jason Glenn

▲ Reunion Class of 2005

◀ Alumni Sharon Berger, ’80 (center) 
joined Wayne Moser, ’80 and his  
wife, Jane, in celebrating their 
reunion and wedding anniversary.

▶ 
Reunion Class  

of 2000

◀ Reunion Class 
of 1990

’90 alumni – Drs. Jarrett Johnson, 
Sandra Frutchey, and  
Angela Howell
▼
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• Community and senior centers, including senior 
living facilities, and

• Other non-profit organizations and community 
partners.

“As an extension of The Eye Center in 
midtown Memphis and University Eye Care 
on the campus of the University of Memphis, 
the MobilEYES Community Vision Program 
is designed to take care where patients need 
it when access is a barrier,” Dr. Venable said. 
“The presence of MobileEYES and MobilEYES 

Too in the community will also assist in our efforts to remind the public 
about the importance of regular eye health and vision care.”

At the request of various entities serving children, MobilEYES travels 
to schools, including several in the Achievement School District (ASD), 
where SCO’s participation is funded through the 3rd Grade Reading 
Initiative. The Initiative evaluates the correlation between advances in 
academic performance after children who 
read below grade level receive vision care 
and correction.

A grant-funded pilot project supported 
by the Plough Foundation is taking care of 
seniors “aging in place” in neighborhoods 
where access and mobility issues can be 
a barrier to appropriate care. Data from 
the study will be used to determine how 
much this approach to providing care will 
benefit seniors and if the program can be 
self-sustaining.

MobilEYES is currently on the road three days a week, with a goal 
of expanding further as the demand for SCO’s services are requested 
through SCO’s Clinical Programs. For school-aged children, services are 
provided at the request of schools when children have not followed up 

with an eye doctor three to six months after 
failing an in-school vision screening. Parents 
are notified that these on-site services are 
available and are given an option of using the 
services. If there is evidence of an examina-
tion having been performed by another eye 
doctor at some point in the child’s past, 
MobilEYES communicates with that provider. 
Services will not be duplicated in these in-
stances, yet the MobilEYES team will assist 
in getting appropriate information to schools 

and glasses to children when needed. 
“Plans call for using the MobilEYES Fleet at community engagement 

events as well,” said Christine Weinreich, Director of Corporate and 
Foundation Relations at SCO. Participants at health fairs and community 
events will benefit from public education programs where information 
about eye health and vision care is shared with the public. 

Visit memphisvision.org to learn more, or contact SCO if you’re 
interested in supporting the program.

On the Road
SCO Launches MobilEYES Program

Southern College of Optometry rolled out its new 
MobilEYES Fleet with a dedication ceremony held on 
campus earlier this fall. Acquired in late 2014 from 
a Memphis nonprofit, School Advocates for Vision 
and Education (S.A.V.E.), the mobile unit presented an 
opportunity for SCO’s Clinical Programs to provide un-
interrupted continuity of services that benefit children 
in the Memphis area who have difficulty accessing eye 
health and vision care.

“Over the past five years, SCO faculty and residents 
had provided most of the professional services for S.A.V.E., 
so when the program’s future was in question, SCO 

agreed to absorb the mobile 
unit into our Community Vi-
sion Health Services,” said Jim 
Venable, OD ’89, Vice President 
for Clinical Programs. 

The MobilEYES Commu-
nity Vision Fleet consists of 

MobilEYES, a customized recreational vehicle with two 
exam rooms and an optical dispensary, and a second 
vehicle, MobilEYES Too, a similarly branded van used to 
transport equipment or supplies. Acquisition of the two 
vehicles and their subsequent rebranding was supported 
in part by the Plough Foundation and the First Tennessee 
Foundation. 

The program works in conjunction with a number 
of local partners to meet the eye health and vision care 
needs of their constituents. SCO is one of several vendors 
listed with Shelby County Schools to assist in meeting 
vision screening and examination needs. Other area part-
nerships include:

• Memphis area charter schools,

• Aspire schools, a public charter school system  
serving low income communities,

• The Achievement School District, composed of at  
risk schools in Memphis and Shelby County,
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The MobilEYES 

Community Vision 

Program is designed 

to take care where 

patients need it when 

access is a barrier.



THE AFTERMATH

Where do you even begin when a disaster strikes?
First things first — my staff and I had to cancel 

the next day’s appointments. Up until I saw the 
extent of the damage, I thought we just might be able 
to see patients but later realized that was foolish. 
Thankfully, because our records were cloud based, 
my staff members were able to log in and call patients 
from their homes.

I was blown away at the resilience of our team 
and how they all rallied around each other as we 
changed our plan day after day. One staff member 
brought a tent that had been in her garage for years. It 
was a bear to put up, but it saved us — we were “open” 
the afternoon after the fire.

We weren’t seeing patients, but we were there to 
stop people at the steps and explain that they couldn’t 
go in. We also set up a dispensary to deliver products 
that had arrived and accepted the mail for the day.  

Then I bought a second tent and rented an on-site 
storage container in which to put all of the equipment.

We actually set up a work station in this storage 
trailer and turned it into our lab. The work conditions 
were brutal. Then we got a temporary office trailer, 
like the one construction managers use, and con-
verted it to West Georgia Eye Care, Jr. We operated like 
this for about a month.

Once we were back in the building, there were 
still parts of the practice that were blocked off for 
another six weeks.

NO ONE TELLS YOU WHAT TO DO

As anyone who has ever been in an accident or 
experienced significant damage to their property will 
tell you, dealing with all the various third parties — 
insurance companies, repair companies, etc. — is 
exhausting.  

Coordinating all of the involved parties was a 
nightmare. There is just no one who tells you what 
to do. Quite the opposite — they are waiting on you. 
The insurance guy’s instructions were simply: “Just 
be sure to take careful notes.” OK — but then I didn’t 
know what to notate, much less what to do with my 
notes. I remember just praying for guidance, direction, 
and help. I finally realized that I have to say what I 
want, and then I started asking for it.

The total damage to the practice was estimated 
at about $100,000 for the building and $200,000 for the 
replacement of equipment.

The practice is back up and running now, but 
things are not yet back to normal. We previously had 
one pre-test room, but now there are two, and we are 
still making final decisions about which equipment we 
want where.

It was tough to balance the “hurry up and fix it” 
with the “slow down and do it right” concepts. We are 
working to balance the very best with what we really 
need. Our systems are not as good because so much 
has changed, but we are getting there.

Looking back, was there anything we did to pre-
pare for disaster beforehand that made the recovery 
any easier?

We did all the things that are standard. We paid 
our insurance bill and made sure everyone was safe. 
But I would not say that we did anything remarkable 
that made a big impact. However, in looking back, I 
don’t know what we were missing, either. 

But in order to protect your own practice, consider 
the data that is on your office computers. What is your 
backup? How much of it is offsite? Personally, I highly 
recommend considering a cloud-based record keeping 
service.

And if disaster does make an appointment at your 
practice?

My advice is to not panic — it is going to be ok. 
Make sure people are safe and just get to work. Step 
one is to formulate a plan, and this step should not be 
skipped. My wife and I were up late every night trying 
to think about what would be going on the next day.

Recovering from a 
Fire in the Optometry 
Practice 
When disaster strikes, is your practice prepared?  BY MICHAEL ROTHSCHILD, OD ’97

 I recently experienced a fire at my practice, West Georgia Eye Care.  
I bought the building in Carrollton, Georgia, nine years ago. The building 
was originally constructed as a general surgeon’s office in the 1950s, and the 
surgical group made a number of additions over the years, giving it a maze-
like quality. When I purchased the building, I gave it a total renovation on the 
inside.

THE FIRE 

Disaster struck on a recent Sunday evening. A tree branch fell on some power lines 
just above the practice, and the live wires fell onto the building, starting the blaze.  
I arrived on scene as the firefighters were putting out the blaze.

After they let us in, we just surveyed the damage as best we could. It was dark and 
the electricity was out, so it was tough to see. It was just a sloppy, wet, stinky mess.

Just as I was about to leave the scene for the night, I heard water running inside the 
building. After a bit of searching, I discovered the source of the water — a new hole in the 
roof from the fire. It was soaking our server, but luckily we had switched to a cloud-based 
EHR, so I knew our records were safe.
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Reprinted with permission 

from Optometry Times, 

September 30, 2015. 

Optometry Times is a 

copyrighted publication of 

Advanstar Communications 

Inc. All rights reserved. Dr. 

Rothschild is director of 

What’s Next Leadership 

OD; a consultant for Alcon, 

Optos, and Vision Source; 

a member of the speaker’s 

bureau for VSP; and a 

clinical researcher for  

CIBA Vision. 

The damage to  
Dr. Rothschild’s 
practice proved 
catastrophic.

This temporary trailer 
housed the practice for  
a month.
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We did have a couple of 
accomplishments of which I 
am proud. First, optometry 
was still defined by state 
law as a “semi-skilled trade.” 
We were able to get this 
changed to a “learned pro- 
fession,” which was neces- 
sary before further legisla-
tive improvements were 
possible.

Second, University of Houston College of 
Optometry’s first dean, Dr. Charles Stewart, in 
his book, The Founding Years, gives credit to our 
executive director Felton Gordon and me for first 
getting in touch with the Southern Regional Edu-
cational Board, a move that ultimately resulted 
in financial grants for state contract students to 
regional schools. I was president of SECO in 1961 
after being part of the committee that formed 
SECO in the late ’50s.

How did your writing career begin?

From having a big mouth. While serving on 
an AOA committee, I told them that I felt that 
their public information pamphlet on presbyopia 
was too negative. So they said, “Then rewrite it,” 
which was not what I had in mind. But it led to 
authoring articles in both professional and lay 
journals, then to editorship of three different 
optometric journals over 21 years, and then col-
umnist and consultant to Optometric Management 
for 20 years before hanging it up this year.  

Your columns often  
contained illustrative and 
funny experiences. Do you 
have any favorites?

“Do your eyes matter?” 
I once asked a patient who 
was having redness and 
irritation in her eyes. She 
looked up at me and in a 
hurt voice said, “Well, they 
matter to me!”

Another favorite was 
during a case history when 
I discovered the patient’s 
grandmother had glaucoma. 

“Is she taking anything for it?” I asked.
“Yes, marijuana,” he replied.
“Is it helping?”
“Yes and no. She doesn’t see any better, but 

now she doesn’t give a damn.”   

How about children?

With their lack of experiential background, 
there were priceless encounters with them. Like 
the lad I asked how old he was.

“5,” he said.
“When will you be 6?” I asked.
“On my next birthday,” said he with a “What 

a stupid question” look in his eye.

Did you derive more humor from your patients, or did they 
find more humor in your approach to them?

I quickly learned where humor is concerned 
you need to be able to take it. On the golf course 
one day during the infancy of contact lenses, a 
close friend said:

“Runninger, I’m not going to be able to wear 
these contact lenses playing golf when there is 
the least bit of wind. They make my eyes water.”

“Nonsense,” said I. “Gil Morgan [OD ’73] 
wears them and he’s a champion PGA golfer.”

“Yeah. But you didn’t fit his,” he quipped.

With Gil Morgan, OD ’73 on the golf course.

Or another friend, who in the midst of a 
bunch of people, said to me, “You sure did help 
my dry eye condition.” I was of course pleased 
until he went on to say, “You charged me so 
much, it brought tears to my eyes.”

 
1947 Graduate Used Humor in Teaching

Jack Runninger, OD ’47, recently retired from  
optometry activities after almost 70 years of service. 
Although he had been retired from practice about 
25 years, Dr. Runninger had continued writing the 
popular “Lessons Learned” monthly advice column 
in Optometric Management magazine until June of 
this year. 

In 1996, Dr. Runninger (shown 
with then SCO President Billy 
Cochran, OD ’68) was among the  
first alumni to receive SCO’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award, the  
highest honor bestowed on alumni. 
In addition, he served as presi-
dent of the Georgia Optometric 
Association and SECO, received 
an honorary degree from SCO, and was selected for 
the National Optometric Hall of Fame. 

He had been in practice more than 20 years 
before he began his optometric “literary” career, in-
cluding the column which appeared monthly for 43 
years in national optometric publications. His intent 
was to tell of the many humorous goofs he made in 
practice, not only to entertain readers, but also to 
teach younger ODs what NOT to do.

SCO recently interviewed Dr. Runninger about his retire-
ment and his memories:

How did you decide on a career in optometry?

Not only the HOW of I became an optometrist but also  
the WHEN and WHERE are kind of strange. The WHEN  
was Feb. 18, 1945, the WHERE was aboard a ship in the 
fleet invading Iwo Jima the next morning. And the REASON  
I was discussing it then was that I was “skeered.”

Since I couldn’t sleep, I found another wide awake 
guy and we talked to keep our mind off the upcoming 
battle. His name was Arthur Chalmers, and I discovered 
that in civilian life he was an optometrist. I knew practi-
cally nothing about optometry, but it sounded interesting, 
so when the war ended, I wrote his school, SCO, for more 
information.

They had only one slot left for 
the class entering in April of the next 
year. I had to make a decision right 
then before my life was postponed 
even further. So I signed up, choosing 
it as the profession I’d seek by the 
process of elimination. It was a lucky 
and happy choice!

Where did you go to practice after graduation?

I accepted an offer to go into practice with Dr. Dave 
Williams in Rome, Georgia, gradually becoming a junior 
partner. A native of Aurora, Illinois, I had found I had no 
desire to return to the northern states. We arrived in our 
new hometown in the sunny south in January of 1948,  
in the midst of a week-long sub-freezing spell.

To add to the misery, housing was scarce, and we had 
been able to find only a furnished room to rent. It was 
heated by an inadequate floor furnace, which we were not 
allowed to have lit if we weren’t present, nor at night. Never 
had I ever been that cold in Yankeeland! Then on my first 
day of practice, I found that Dr. Williams had left for Florida 
two days before. And I didn’t know my butt from third base 
about the practice. After that miserable beginning, things 
had to improve — there wasn’t any way to go but up.

What are some of the changes you witnessed  
during your career? 

I was in the first wave of World War II servicemen to 
complete their schooling and go into practice. The older 
ODs who had been running the associations were ready to 
turn things over to the new ones. So I ended up president of 
GOA in 1952 at age 29.  

With President Jimmy Carter

Visit Optometricmanagement.com 

to read more of Dr. Runninger’s 

humorous anecdotes in  

columns published from the  

past decade. 

With Irv Borish, OD

Baxley, Georgia native 
Kara Clark, ’19, 
received Dr. Runninger’s 
scholarship and support 
as he encouraged her 
to pursue optometry at 
his alma mater 70 years 
after his own time as a 
student. 

sco.edu | 1514 | SCOVISIONS



16 | SCOVISIONS sco.edu | 17

Class Notes
1948 Arthur D. Glenn, OD, 
recently received his 60-year 
award from the AOA. Dr. 
Glenn now lives in Overland 
Park, Kansas and turned 91 in 
November. He retired in 1990 
after 42 years of practice. He 
received the AOA’s Keyperson 
of the Year Award in 1987 for 
his work with U.S. Senator 
Bob Dole in passing Medicare 
reciprocity for optometry. One 
of Dr. Glenn’s children is an 
SCO alumnus, Mark Glenn, 
OD ’80. 

1950 Nathan Ford, OD, 
recently joined in celebrating 
the 65th anniversary of 
the practice he founded on 
October 17, 1950 in Newport, 
Tennessee. The milestone was 
also observed by William B. 
Henry, OD ’61, who joined in 
1961. Jeff Foster, OD ’81, later 
joined the practice, followed 
by Kurt Steele, OD ’95, and 
Joy Stone, OD ’10. Dr. Ford 
retired in 1990, with Dr. Henry 
semi-retired. The practice is 
the fourth in Tennessee to 
reach the 65-year milestone, 
but the only one in which all 
the partners are still living. 
The group commemorated the 
anniversary with a picnic on 
October 24.  

1951 Fred Mathews, 
OD, the longest-serving 
community college board 
chairman in U.S. history, was 
recently presented with a 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
by the Greater Dowagiac 
(Michigan) Chamber of 
Commerce. 

1959 Walter Peterson, 
OD, recently retired after 
practicing 53 of his 56-
year career in Cleveland, 
Tennessee. He was honored 
with an open house reception 
at his longtime practice. He 
was named the Tennessee 
Association of Optometric 
Physicians’ OD of the Year in 
1984 and served as president 
during his career.

1962 Wayne Cannon, 
OD, was named the South 
Carolina’s Optometric 
Physician Association’s 
Optometrist of the Year,  
the fourth time he’s received 
the award.

1965 Gene Bane, OD,  
and Jarrett Johnson, OD 
’90, were recognized for 
their service to SCO’s Board 
of Trustees by Board Chair 
Steven Reed, OD ’95, at the 
Board’s Fall 2015 meeting. 

1967 Herbert Wertheim, 
OD, has been honored 
with the naming of the 
Herbert Wertheim College 
of Engineering in his honor 
at the University of Florida. 
Dr. Wertheim and his wife 
recently made a $50 million 
gift to the university. He is 
the founder of Brain Power 
Inc., the world’s largest 
manufacturer of ophthalmic 
instruments. 

1968 SCO President 
Emeritus Billy Cochran, OD, 
was joined by his family as 
they gathered for this group 
photo to commemorate his 
70th birthday.

1969 Joel N. Zaba, OD, 
received two awards in 
recent months: the Virginia 
Optometric Association’s 
Distinguished Achievement 

Award and the 
Inside Business 
Hampton Roads 
Business Journal’s 
2015 Health 

Care Heroes 
Award.

1977 Robert McCullough, 
OD, and Karen Mitchell 
Canupp, OD ’97, have been 
reappointed to the Georgia 
State Board of Optometry.

Larry Otten, OD, who was 
recently elected to SCO’s 
Alumni Council, writes that 
he has been busy since his 
retirement from the Redmond 
Eye Clinic. He’s gone on a 
number of eyecare missions 
to Cambodia, the Dominican 
Republic and Malawi.

Ed White, OD, recently hosted 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony for 
White Eye Care’s new location 
at The Oaks in Fountain Place 
Mall in Logan, West Virginia. 
The practice moved to the new 
location and added Lonnie 
Lucas, OD ’06, as a full-time 
partner. 

1978 Lloyd Tantum, OD, 
center, is pictured with his 
son, William Tantum, OD ’14, 
and Susan (Evans) Carter, 
OD ’14, (far right), and other 
staff at the recent opening of 
Blount County Eye Center in 
Maryville, Tennessee.

1986 Edward Paul, OD, 
PhD, was invited to speak at 
Harvard’s Global Thought-
Leader Forum. Dr. Paul, known 
for his work in the area of low 
vision rehabilitation, spoke 
about innovative approaches 
in the treatment of macular 

INMEMORIAL
Charles C. Hayley, OD ’40
Charles W. Daniel, OD ’50 
Robert Vernon, OD ’57
Joseph S. Fontenot, OD ’59
George T. Coble, Jr., OD ’60 
Richard Ray, OD ’62
Donald Childers, OD ’67 
David Hallahan, OD ’69
Patrick S. Conn, OD ’76
Hubert Cockrum, OD ’77
Jack N. Sperry, Jr., OD ’85 
Pamela L. Finley, OD ’95

degeneration. Dr. Paul’s private 
practice, the Paul Vision Institute, 
specializes in AMD treatment in 
Wilmington, North Carolina.

1994 Joseph Q. Nguyen, 
OD, recently developed a web-
based, certified online practice 
management and electronic health 
record software product for ODs. 
Visit odonline.net to learn more. 

2000 Hunter Scaife, OD, was 
named the recipient of this year’s 
Distinguished Alumnus Award 
by Phillips Community College of 
the University of Arkansas. He is 
a partner in Arkansas Eye Care 
Group and practices in Conway 
and Clinton. 

2004 Kim Ragan, OD, was 
joined by Michael Phillips, OD 
’07, Josh Bostick, OD ’10, Evan 
Davis, OD ’10, and Stephen 
Mitchell, OD ’11, in being named 
to the Mississippi Optometric 
Association’s first Leadership 
Optometry Class, a program 
aimed at developing and training 
the future leaders of optometry  
in the state and nation. During the 
year-long session, members will 
study a variety of issues related 
to the profession and will select a 
research project concluding in  
June 2016.

Emily Sprague, OD,  
and her husband, 
Jeremy, welcomed a 
daughter, Nora Jean 
Tilley, pictured, on 

September 8.

2006 Corinne Beiersdorf 
Wicklund, OD, was named Young 
OD of the Year by the Wisconsin 
Optometric Association. 

2008 Amanda Dellinger, 
OD, was named Young 

OD of the Year by 
the Tennessee 
Association 
of Optometric 
Physicians.

Lee Robertson, OD, 
recently opened a new private 
practice in Elkton, Virginia, in 
the location previously operated 
by Robert Veith, OD ’69. Dr. 
Robertson and his wife, Ruth, are 
the parents of five children. 

Casey Wells, OD, and Christy 
Wells, OD, have opened their new 
practice, Wells Family Eyecare, in 
Manila, Arkansas. The practice is a 
second location after Wells Family 
Eyecare in Paragould. They have 
two children, Grayson, 7, and Ava 
Kate, 3.

2009 Jared Ivie, OD, and his 
wife welcomed a son, Jackson, on 
October 5. Dr. Ivie recently bought 
a practice in Idaho Falls, Idaho.

2010 Jessica Durham, OD, 
was installed as President-elect 
of the Tennessee Association of 
Optometric Physicians’ annual 
meeting. Ross Lumpkin, OD ’10, is 
Immediate Past President.

Joy Stone, OD ’10, and her 
husband, Danny, welcomed their 
second child, a son, Thomas 
Henry, on October 6. 

2011 Doug Ellenberger, 
OD, and Joy Ellenberger, OD, 
welcomed a daughter, Heidi, on 
August 3.

Ashley Pulis, OD, recently joined 
Accent on Vision, a practice in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Matt Willis, OD, was elected to 
the Board of Directors for the 
Nebraska Optometric Association 
at the NOA’s Fall Convention in 
Kearney. Jeremy Baumfalk, OD 
’03, and Eric Gengenbach, OD 
’09, also serve on the Board. 

2012 Luke Bell, OD, and 
Heidi Fouch Bell, OD, welcomed 
daughter Ruby Kate on  
September 20.

2013 Maria Kirkpatrick, OD, 
married Robert Louis Hieronymus 
on September 12. 

2015 Marc Musto, OD, received 
the Distinguished Recent Graduate 
Award from Thomas University. 
Earlier this summer, he graduated 
as a captain from Commissioned 
Officer Training at Maxwell 
Air Force Base in Montgomery, 
Alabama and is currently 
commissioned at Lackland Air 
Force Base in San Antonio, Texas. 

Brian Repking, OD, has joined 
Taylorville Vision Source in 
Taylorville, Illinois.

SCO is seeking alumni volunteers 

who are willing to assist their alma 

mater as active participants in a 

number of outreach opportunities. 

From working with students on 

key projects to networking at 

state association events, we’re 

looking for willing workers –  

email alumni@sco.edu to learn 

how you can help!

SCO welcomed a number of legacy students 
into the current first-year class: Spencer Moore, 
daughter of Steven Moore, OD ’77; Sam Scott, 
son of Sallye Scott, OD ’78; Daniel Boone, 
son of Dan Boone, OD ’91; Nate Hitt, son of 
William Hitt, OD ’91; Shelby May, daughter of 
Kris May, OD ’01; Not pictured: Jed Harrison, 
son of William Harrison, OD ’84
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Faculty 
Highlights
Kristin Anderson, OD, Alicia Groce, OD, Jennifer Jones, OD ’06, 

Karen Kehbein, OD, Aaron Kerr, OD ’98, and Reena Lepine, 
OD ’11, were among the new Fellows inducted by the Amer-
ican Academy of Optometry during the AAO’s fall meeting 
in New Orleans. A record 49 SCO posters were presented at 
Academy. Faculty presenters included Drs. Mike Dorkowski, 
Scott Ensor, Paul Harris, Al Kabat, Karen Kehbein, Jennifer 
Sanderson, Glen Steele, Marc Taub, Gregory Wolfe, and 
Melissa Zarn. SCO’s students also won the Academy’s video 
contest to encourage student membership.

Marie Bodack, OD, represented SCO as the Diplomate Vice Chair 
of the Binocular Vision and Pediatric Primary Care Section of 
the Academy and helped organize the practice and oral exami-
nations for diplomate candidates. She was also interviewed by 
the AAO Times on the Binocular Vision Perception and Pedi-
atric Optometry Section. 

Marie Bodack, OD, Chris Borgman, OD, Janette Dumas, Dan 
Fuller, OD, Carrie Lebowitz, OD ’06, Christina Newman, OD, 
and Gregory Wolfe, OD, MPH, were among faculty lecturers 
at SCO’s Fall Homecoming and CE Weekend. 

Marie Bodack, OD, Chris Borgman, OD, Patricia Cisarik, OD, 
PhD, Lindsay Elkins, OD ’07, Scott Ensor, OD ’01, Whitney 
Hauser, OD ’01, Glen Steele, OD ’69, and Daniel Taylor, OD 
’06, recently recorded more than a dozen hours of continuing 
education courses that will be used by SCO to create an online 
library of CE courses.

Chris Borgman, OD, was named Young Alumnus of the Year by 
his alma mater, Illinois College of Optometry.

Freddy Chang, OD, John Sharpe, OD ’83, and Marlon Utech, OD 
’78, MS, are among the co-authors of a new Lange Q&A Optom-
etry Review book published by McGraw Hill.

Scott Ensor, OD ’01, presented CE courses at the New Jersey So-
ciety of Optometric Physicians.

Dan Fuller, OD, published an article about dry eyes and contact 
lens wear in the August issue of Review of Optometry. 

Rachel Grant, OD, has joined the TearWell: Advanced Dry Eye 
Treatment Center team of optometric physicians. 

Paul Harris, OD, lectured at the Consejo Mexicano de Optometria 
Functional meeting. Dr. Harris and Marie Bodack, OD, pre-
sented a lecture at the Mid Atlantic OEP Congress. 

Betty Harville, OD, Janette Dumas, OD, Cynthia Heard, OD, and 
Brian Knight, OD ’14, were among the attendees at the fall 
meeting of the National Optometric Association’s Executive 
Board on campus in October.  

Whitney Hauser, OD ’01, was interviewed in the September 2015 
issue of Women in Optometry. She also published an article in 
the September 2015 issue of Ophthalmology Management and 
spoke at the Mississippi Optometric Association’s annual 
meeting.

Cynthia Heard, OD, joined SCO’s NOSA students in hosting 
screenings through a partnership with the UT College of Phar-
macy’s Health Fair. 

Mary Hoang, OD ’14, recently joined SCO’s faculty as 
an instructor. She completed her residency at the 
Memphis V.A. Medical Center and previously prac-
ticed at Well Child, Inc.

Al Kabat, OD, presented two lectures at the Ten-
nessee Association of Optometric Physicians annual 

meeting in Gatlinburg. 

Brian Knight, OD ’14, recently joined SCO’s faculty as 
an instructor. He completed his residency at the 
Memphis V.A. Medical Center and serves as Vice 
President of the West Tennessee Optometric Phy-
sician Society (WTOPS).  

Wil McGriff, OD, MPH, coordinated the fall semester’s 
Saturday Service Experience in which guests from Synergy 
Treatment Centers, Grace House, and the Adult Special Care 
clinic from Regional One received eye examinations and 
eyeglasses. 

Rick Savoy, OD, is chairing the Tennessee Public Health Asso-
ciation Vision Care Section, with Vice Chair Wil McGriff, OD, 
MPH, and Secretary Gregory Wolfe, OD, MPH.

Pam Schnell, OD ’01, and Marc Taub, OD, MS, recently edited a 
special BSK-sponsored issue of Optometry & Visual Performance. 
The publication included articles from Brett O’Connor, ’16, resi-
dent Ben Konynenbelt, OD, and Alicia Groce, OD, from faculty. 

Karen Squier, OD, and Marc Taub, OD, MS, received the Rosemore 
Low Vision Grant from the American Optometric Foundation.

Glen Steele, OD ’69, was interviewed by the CBS-TV affiliate in 
Memphis for a segment about pediatric vision issues and by 
the AOA’s Focus magazine about InfantSEE’s 10th anniversary. 
Dr. Steele also promoted the InfantSEE program at North-
eastern State University’s Oklahoma College of Optometry and 
participated at the National Academies of Practice Meeting. 

Marc Taub, OD, MS, authored a recent Optometry Times article 
about VT tools for practices.

Marc Taub, OD, MS, Karen Squier, OD, Cynthia Heard, OD, and 
Lisa Wong, OD, presented a lecture/workshop on low vision 
for occupational therapy assistants from Concord Professional 
College. 

Jim Venable, OD ’89, recently spoke on a panel at the Memphis 
Daily News’ annual lecture series on the state of healthcare.   

Trish Walker, OD, was installed as President of the Tennessee 
Association of Optometric Physicians annual meeting in 
Gatlinburg in October.

Gregory Wolfe, OD, MPH, moderated a webinar for the American 
Public Health Association entitled, Strategic Public Health 
Challenges in Vision Care. 

Several faculty members participated at the recent World Con-
gress of Optometry meeting in Colombia, including Marc 
Taub, OD, Glen Steele, OD ’69, Whitney Hauser, OD ’01, and 
Paul Harris, OD.
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Philanthropy Matters
Why I Choose to Invest in SCO By Mark Schaeffer, OD ’11

IN ADDITION TO SUPPORTING SCO’S ANNUAL CAMPAIGN, MARK SCHAEFFER, OD ’11, RECENTLY NAMED HIS ALMA 
MATER AS A BENEFICIARY OF AN ADDITIONAL LIFE INSURANCE POLICY. THE SON OF JACK SCHAEFFER, OD ’77, 
HE IS ONE OF THREE SIBLINGS TO FOLLOW IN THEIR FATHER’S FOOTSTEPS. IN HIS OWN WORDS, DR. SCHAEFFER 
EXPLAINS WHY SUPPORTING SCO IS IMPORTANT TO HIM AS A RECENT GRADUATE.  

Growing up it was always embedded in my mind that you support your community. Whether it be vol-
unteering, donating, or even being an advocate for a cause, I was taught at a young age that everything was 
appreciated in helping the greater good. 

After finishing optometry school, I could think of no better place to give than the community that pro-
pelled me into this profession. The legacy gift was something I had seen being done at a local organization 
from more established couples within the community. I was thinking, ‘My personal legacy is starting now, so 
why shouldn’t my gifts?’ 

As my career advances and the practice grows to new heights, the foundation that got me there should as 
well. I reached out to an insurance agent, who happened to be my cousin (and who can say no to family?), and 
talked about this idea. While he had been setting this kind of plan up for other families, he told me I was by far 
the youngest.

My policy is a traditional life insurance policy. I have a monthly premium that is very reasonable and over 
time my principal will be paid. When the policy grows with interest and dividends, the payout per pay period 
gets high enough to sustain itself while continuing to accrue more value. So while at this moment my policy is 
worth ‘X’, as my continued investment increases, the value of the policy will increase exponentially. As time 
goes on, the value becomes greater to the institution. 

It shows my support of SCO and will grow as my career does. I would love to write one large check for the 
school to help support its needs but I don’t have a Publisher’s Clearing House check laying around in my house 
or office. However, this approach allows me to pay a little at a time but still give a considerable amount by the 
time the money changes hands. 

I still contribute to the annual campaign as the yearly needs of the institution continue to exist. However, 
as far as long-term giving, there are no other easy options like this. I was surprised to learn how simple it was. 
The knowledge that I can make a significant difference for the institution and the easy, small payments over 
time is important. 

Back in April when I lectured with my father at Spring CE in the new classrooms, I was amazed at how dif-
ferent the college was just a few short years after graduating. But it symbolizes the forward thinking that needs 
to be conveyed to students regarding our profession. It is a tremendous task to educate those that represent us 
to the public all across this nation. We have a rich history, an innovative present, and a bright future. 

As the reputation and training of this great institution becomes more advanced, our abilities as optom-
etrists will continue to flourish. By continuing the long-term support we raise the waters of all those that will 
contribute to our communities whether it is within our profession, the medical community, and the greater 
population, both local and global. 

Estate Planning Q & A  By Andrew B. Carter* 
What is estate planning? Who needs it?

Estate Planning is preparing for how your finances, investments, etc., 
will be distributed after death or during a mental incapacity due to 
injury or illness. Anyone who owns assets or has bills to pay benefits 
from some level of planning; however, the true beneficiaries are your 
surviving loved ones who can avoid having to make some very dif-
ficult decisions during what is already a difficult and emotional time. 
Estate planning takes the guesswork out of it. It makes your wishes 
clear. And, frankly, it avoids any confusion, disagreements, or complex 
decision-making on the part of your loved ones because you will have 
already stated how you intend for your assets to be allocated. 

Why should I designate a charity as a beneficiary  
instead of my loved ones?

The simplest answer is because that gift continues the values you held 
during your lifetime toward the charity. In many cases, charities will 
receive a greater after-tax benefit than individual beneficiaries would, 
particularly with IRAs and retirement plans, increasing the amount and 
benefit you give after your death.

What are the most common charitable giving vehicles  
used in estate planning?

Outright bequests of money or other assets and designation as a ben-
eficiary of life insurance policies, annuities, IRA accounts or retirement 
plans.

What happens if I don’t have a will or trust? 
Your assets will pass under the laws of intestate succession in your 
state. A judge will decide who takes care of the process and the state, 
through statutes, decides how your estate will be divided. You lose the 
ability to direct anything that was in your sole name after death which, 
again, is why estate planning is so important.

What’s the first step to take for someone who has yet  
to start the process of estate planning?

We recommend having a conversation with an estate planning profes-
sional about your priorities, wishes and what documents or processes 
will best accomplish those goals.

* Mr. Carter formerly practiced law in the area of estate planning in Tennessee, beginning in 1997. He is a former Board Member for the Mid-South Eye Bank, and is currently employed as a 
Trust Advisor with Regions Bank. The opinions expressed herein are the opinions of Mr. Carter and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Regions Bank or any of its affiliates. This presen-
tation is intended to provide general information and is not intended to provide legal or tax advice. Please seek legal or tax advice from your attorney or legal adviser.

The late Professor Emeritus  

Al Fors, OD ’69, longtime 

SCO faculty member, 

was honored during Fall 

Homecoming weekend as 

several of his former faculty 

colleagues helped dedicate 

the renaming of The Eye 

Center’s VT Motor Skills 

Room in his honor. Glen 

Steele, OD ’69, Marc Taub, 

OD, Tressa Eubank, OD, 

and Jim Venable, OD ’89, 

were among those paying 

tribute to the lifelong work 

of Dr. Fors with VT, SVOSH 

and training generations of 

students. Members of Dr. 

Fors’ family, including Inga 

Fors, ’17, were on hand for 

the ceremony. 
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Mardi Gras CE Weekend
January 29-31, 2016  

Astor Crowne Plaza, New Orleans

  A great opportunity to obtain 11  hours of  

CE while still enjoying a taste of what New Orleans has 

 to offer without having to leave the hotel! Come join SCO 

for a pre-Mardi Gras celebration inThe Big Easy, where 

you will have access to a large private balcony overlooking   

   Canal Street during breakfast, breaks, lunch and evening 

socials to enjoy the ambiance of Mardi Gras without the hassle of 

the crowds. 

The full schedule detailing course topics, descriptions and speaker  

   bios can be found at sco.edu/mardi-gras-ce-weekend-2016.

 $299 $349 $215
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 before 12/31/15 after 12/31/15 Special Room Rate
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