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SCO is proud to o� er more residency positions than any other college 

of optometry. Heather Atcherson, OD ’15, pictured at her graduation last 

year, is completing her residency this year. As a prior recipient of the 

Dr. Bernard L. Kahn Memorial Endowed Scholarship, Dr. Atcherson credits 

her scholarship as part of her motivation to pursue her residency.

As SCO supports the Class of 2016’s transition to practicing ODs, the college looks ahead to 
welcoming the Class of 2020 later this fall. Your support of scholarship opportunities is helping 
recruit and reward our profession’s future leaders and outstanding clinicians.

Call (901) 722-3290 or visit sco.edu 
to make your gift.

Look for SCO at these 
upcoming events…

May 6
Commencement 
Memphis, TN

May 13
Inauguration Ceremony 
Memphis, TN

June 29-July 3
AOA Meeting
Boston, MA

July 30
Discover Optometry
SCO Campus 

Gilan Cockrell, OD ’80, and his 

wife, Susan, pose outside the suite 

named in their honor at The Eye 

Center during their fi rst visit back to 

campus since his graduation. CEO 

of the Williams Group, Dr. Cockrell 

visited campus to lecture and 

participate in the Hayes Center for 

Practice Excellence’s Focus on Your 

Future program.
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SCO is proud to o� er more residency positions than any other college 

of optometry. 

year, is completing her residency this year. As a prior recipient of the 

Dr. Bernard L. Kahn Memorial Endowed Scholarship, Dr. Atcherson credits 

her scholarship as part of her motivation to pursue her residency.

As SCO supports the Class of 2016’s transition to practicing ODs, the college looks ahead to 
welcoming the Class of 2020 later this fall. Your support of scholarship opportunities is helping 
recruit and reward our profession’s future leaders and outstanding clinicians.
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From the Board Chair
SCO Selects Our Next President

As Chair of SCO’s Board of Trustees, I’m pleased to give you this update 
about the recent appointment of Dr. Lewis Reich as SCO’s seventh president. 
After careful consideration and due diligence on the part of our Board, Dr. 
Reich was selected unanimously in the vote to fill this most important position.

Since he assumed the Interim President title last spring, the Board was 
impressed by the stability he brought in a time of transition. In every measure, 
SCO has continued moving forward in positive territory, including finances, 
academic performance, and clinical revenue. The Board strongly believes that 

this decision represents what is best for the future 
for the college and the profession of optometry.

With several new optometry schools in the 
planning stage, it is vitally important that SCO 
continues its focus on all the positive attributes that 
makes the college one of the nation’s outstanding 
leaders in optometric education. Dr. Reich’s expe-
rience as Executive Vice President for Academic 
Affairs at SCO followed nearly a decade of service 

at Nova Southeastern University College of Optometry, where he additionally 
serviced as Assistant Dean for Student Affairs.

SCO’s position as a national leader is thanks in part to the outstanding 
team that is in place at the college. They have been working with Dr. Reich to 
add the best prepared optometric physicians possible to join the profession. 
As an alumnus, it’s encouraging to see the continued progress we’ve made in 
securing SCO’s national reputation for academic and clinical excellence. 

At the local level, Dr. Reich was recently elected Secretary of a newly 
formed organization working to define the Memphis Medical District Colla-
borative. He recognizes the importance of solidifying SCO’s importance in the 
greater Memphis area where we’ve seen progress in communicating the value 
that the college brings to the community in both economic impact and patient 
care services.

As SCO prepares to finish the recruiting cycle that will result in bringing 
the Class of 2020 to campus this fall, it’s important to focus on the strategic 
planning, community-based initiatives and other collaborative partnerships 
that will move the institution forward. Dr. Reich’s balance of experience in 
both teaching and administration will serve SCO well. 

Leadership in optometric education, our profession, and elsewhere in our 
respective communities is indeed a privilege. From my time on SCO’s Board of 
Trustees, as a Past President of the Mississippi Optometric Association, and my 
upcoming effort to serve as an AOA Trustee, I share a personal appreciation for 
all those who contribute their talent and time to serving others.

There’s a saying that a leader without a follower is just someone on a walk. 
Under Dr. Reich’s leadership, SCO’s Board is confident that the college will con-
tinue on the best path to success. Please join us in congratulating Dr. Reich and 
sending him our collective support for the future.  

Steven T. Reed, OD ’95
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Commencement 2016 

HONOR ARY DEGREES TO BE PRESENTED

1  U.S. Senator John Boozman, OD ’77, will deliver the commencement address to the Class 
of 2016 as they graduate on Friday, May 6. In addition to speaking. Senator Boozman will also be for-
mally presented with SCO’s honorary Doctor of Ocular Science degree. 

In 2014, Senator Boozman was scheduled to receive the degree and speak at commencement but 
illness prevented his participation. The only optometrist serving in the U.S. Senate, Senator Boozman 
is running for a second term this year. He received SCO’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 2013.

Receiving SCO’s honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree is SCO 2  President Emeritus 
Billy Cochran, OD ’68. Dr. Cochran served as SCO President from 1984 until his retirement in 2007. 
Under his leadership, SCO constructed The Eye Center and increased SCO’s reserve fund from $2.8 
million to $37 million. 

Following his retirement, Dr. Cochran has served on a number of boards. He previously served 
as president of the Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry, as president of the Memphis 
Association of Colleges and Universities, and on the National Board of Examiners in Optometry. He 
was inducted into the National Optometry Hall of Fame in 2012.

SCO’s commencement ceremony will be held Friday, May 6 at 1 pm at the Cannon Center for 
Performing Arts, with a reception immediately to follow. 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS ANNOUNCED

SCO recently named 3  Amanda 
Brewer-Lord, OD ’97, and 4  Chris 
Wroten, OD ’02, to its Board of 
Trustees, and 5  Larry Otten, OD 
’77, as the Board’s Alumni Council 
Representative. 

Dr. Brewer-Lord obtained her op-
tometry degree from SCO in 1997. She 
established Wythe Eye Associates, a 
private practice with two locations in 
Virginia. She has been active in leader-
ship positions in optometry, including 
serving on the Board of Trustees for 
the Virginia Optometric Association, 
the Board of Directors of the Banzai 
Consortium, the Board for TLC Laser Eye 
Center, InfantSEE Regional Liaison, and 
as SECO Logistics Committee Vice-Chair, 
among others. 

Dr. Wroten graduated from SCO in 2002 and later completed 
a hospital-based residency in Primary Eye Care at the Memphis 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center. After two years at West Tennessee 
Eye, he became a partner in the Bond-Wroten Eye Clinics with 
three offices in Louisiana. He serves as the clinic’s Chief Operating 
Officer and supervises its Family Practice Residency and Optometric 
Externship programs, both of which he founded. He has twice been 
elected President of the Optometry Association of Louisiana.

Dr. Otten, who succeeds Dr. Wroten as SCO’s Alumni 
Council representative to the Board, opened his first Seattle-
based clinic in 1978. After selling his practice in 2001, he joined 
a multi-clinic ophthalmology group in Redmond, Washington.  
He later purchased the practice and practiced there until his 2013 
retirement. He is remaining active by working with a community 
college optician’s program and traveling abroad performing mission 
work in addition to working with local homeless clinics to provide 
vision care. (See related story on pages 12-13.)
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An Interview 
with SCO’s 

New 
President, Dr.
Lewis Reich

Lewis Reich, OD, PhD, began 2016 with his appointment by SCO’s 
Board of Trustees as the college’s seventh president. One day later, Dr. Reich 
faced the sad task of announcing the untimely passing of an SCO student. In 
his previous experience as Assistant Dean of Students at Nova Southeastern 
University’s College of Optometry, he had dealt with the same unfortunate 
circumstance. His prior experience with student aff airs, says Dr. Reich, “taught 
me that leadership means assuming responsibility and helping our students 
know that we’re there for them in good times and in bad.” 

After nearly a year in leading SCO as interim president, Dr. Reich 
is focusing on brighter days ahead. In this conversation, he shares his ideas 
on his leadership style and new role as the leader of one the nation’s most 
respected optometry colleges.

 How has the transition gone from being 
interim president to fi lling the position on a 
permanent basis?

 One of the things that makes me most 
proud about SCO is how well everyone worked 
together for a remarkably smooth continuity 
last summer and fall. Our students always 
make us proud, but it speaks volumes about 
the caliber of our faculty and staff that we’ve 
moved forward in a really unifi ed way. From 
day one, I’ve tried to make it a practice of 
visiting all our various departments on a 
regular basis. By talking to and interacting 
with our employees, I’ve gained a better 
appreciation for the SCO family. SCO was 
recently recognized for the third year in a 
row as one of the city’s top places to work, 
and that was based on the overwhelmingly 
positive scores that our employees gave the 
college through a survey administered by 
an independent fi rm. SCO really is a fi rst-
rate organization, and that has made the 
transition a smooth one.

 How do you view your responsibilities 
as president?

 When we recruit the best possible 
students and employees, my role is to 
motivate and encourage everyone to live up 
to their potential. We’re here to enable our 
students to become successful optometrists. 
Having led the faculty in my previous role, 
I’m committed to supporting our faculty 
because their work is so critical to the success 
of our students. I believe in the value of 
listening to good feedback and using that to 
ensure positive outcomes.  

 What are some of those positive 
achievements?

 Well, it’s pretty remarkable at how far 
SCO has come in cementing its reputation 
as a national leader. I think my own 
perspective helps me appreciate that even 
more. I attended the School of Optometry at 
the University of California at Berkeley and 
later completed my residency in low vision 
rehabilitation at the Pennsylvania College 
of Optometry and briefl y joined the faculty 
there. My PhD was earned at the University 
of Houston, and I later spent nearly a decade 
at Nova Southeastern University. For the 
last eight years, I’ve been at SCO, so my 
experience with fi ve colleges of optometry 
helps me appreciate SCO even more. Over 
the last decade, we’ve recruited faculty with 
a diverse range of experience from around 
the country, and that expertise has served 
SCO well in broadening our appeal nationally. 
It’s not uncommon for us to hear prospective 
students say that they’ve canceled their 
interviews at other optometry schools after 
touring our campus because they recognize 
our commitment to academic and clinical 
excellence.

 What are some of your primary goals as 
someone new in your position?

 The President’s Council—SCO’s group of 
vice presidents—joined me in agreement that 
we would benefi t fi rst by a “back to basics” 
approach by renewing our primary focus on 
students. Our most important day-to-day role 
is to make sure our students are getting the 
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best possible academic and clinical education.  
In turn, that’s a powerful message to take to 
alumni and other supporters of the college. 
Even in the local community, when we seek 
financial support for our programs, we’re 
able to make the case that it’s a win-win for 
everyone involved. We’re helping patients 
through many of our initiatives, but our 
students also benefit from the wide range of 
patient encounters that we provide them.. 

 How about some of the longer  
term goals?

 It’s no secret that all optometry schools 
are facing the challenge of making sure we 
recruit top qualified students from a limited 
pool of talent. With several new schools in 
the works, it’s more important than ever that 
we make sure that the quality of optometry 
students is kept in balance with the quantity. 
At SCO, we’ve been in the 130+ student 
class size number for several years now, and 
that looks like it will remain unchanged. 
Strategically, we’re working harder than ever 
to keep finances and the budget in check so 
our tuition remains competitive. We owe it to 
our students, our alumni, and our donors to 
make sure that good stewardship strengthens 
the institution in the long run. The strength 
of our academic and clinical programs, our 

finances, our faculty and staff, and several 
other factors gives our recruiting team a 
competitive edge. With 85 years behind 
us, SCO is an established school but by no 
means anchored solely to the past. We offer 
prospective students a robust program,  
and we’re leading the nation in the number  
of residency positions that attract a 
significant number of recent graduates from 
other schools from across the country. We’re 
also making progress in teaming the Hayes 
Center for Practice Excellence to work with 
alumni to maximize the potential of our 
placement services and practice management 
curriculum.  

 What qualities come to mind when you 
think about SCO’s students?

 Our students are talented and dedicated. 
It’s really a joy to see them progress through 
the program. This year at SECO, we had 
a large group of fourth-years attend, and 
we had a big group from the Class of 2015, 
so we’re seeing younger alumni remain 
engaged with the college after they graduate. 
Our students are also more diverse than 
ever before – currently, 61 percent of our 
students are female, for instance, so we’re 
mirroring the national trends. In recent years, 
we’ve seen a significant number of legacy 
students where the parents are alumni of 
other optometry colleges because they’ve 
encouraged or supported their children to 
attend SCO. Our students continue to perform 
above the national averages on all parts of the 
NBEO, so they’re truly outstanding. 

 How are you going about  
meeting alumni?

 During the transition period, I visited a 
number of state meetings and alumni events, 
so I’ve been inspired by the enthusiasm 
that SCO’s alumni show for the college. 
They’ve also been welcoming to me, and 
I have the greatest appreciation for the 
privilege of getting to know our graduates. 
With my previous role in Academic Affairs, 
I’ve seen several years of classes enroll 
and then graduate, so I know many of our 
younger alumni. My approach is to get to 
know people one on one. I enjoy talking to 

our graduates, many of whom have been 
colleagues elsewhere in the profession. I’m 
looking forward to promoting the work we’re 
accomplishing here at SCO and how alumni 
and friends play a part in our success. 

 Tell us about your new role in the 
Memphis community.

 SCO has been making great strides 
in calling more attention locally to the 
reputation that we enjoy nationally, so it’s 
important for us to do whatever we can to be 
engaged with other colleges and healthcare 
institutions in the city. I was recently elected 
secretary of the newly established Medical 
District Collaborative’s board. A city planning 
group called U3 Advisors is working to create 
a branded district to enhance the vitality and 
vibrancy of our medical district. The area that 
houses SCO is located between downtown 
and midtown, so it makes sense to redevelop 
and improve this area. Over time, SCO will 
benefit by making the area more appealing to 
our students. A study showed us that more 
SCO students already live in this area than 
any other member organization. For our new 
group’s inaugural meeting, SCO hosted the 
CEOs from St. Jude, Methodist Le Bonheur, 

UT, Baptist College of Health Sciences and 
several others on our campus, so it’s been a 
great opportunity to showcase our campus to 
these sister institutions.

 You’re the dad of a young son, so how  
do you juggle the career/life balance?

 My wife, Diane, and I are parents to Isaac, 
age 14, and while travel or other events can be 
an adjustment, they’ve been very supportive 
of this new role. We have two dogs who keep 
us entertained, so I always look forward to 
the down time at home. It’s one of the same 
concepts that we try to instill in our students 
—the importance of getting that balance right 
between studying and taking care of yourself. 

 Looking ahead to your inauguration  
on May 13th, can you share the significance  
of the date?

 It might seem unusual to hold a 
ceremony on a Friday the 13th, but Friday the 
13th actually holds a special meaning for my 
family. The Allied Armed Forces liberated my 
mother’s concentration camp on a Friday the 
13th, in April 1945. She’s now in her 90s, 

so Friday the 13th means something really 
significant to us as a family.

 Tell us about your culinary preferences 
after the investiture ceremony.

 I like to try new restaurants and really 
enjoy great food. Some even call me a foodie. 
We’ve been supporting a “Food Truck Day” 
down Madison Avenue on the UT campus, so 
rather than a traditional type of lunch, I liked 
the idea of inviting a variety of food trucks to 
cater the lunch. Not only will everyone get to 
enjoy all kinds of great food, but we welcome 
the opportunity to have these vendors see 
what a great place SCO is. I’m all for us being 
involved in the community this way, so it’s a 
good fit all around. 

 How does it feel, or what does it mean,  
to be a member of the “SCO family”?

 We use that term a lot at SCO.  
It’s why we tried something new at this 
spring’s annual Faculty/Staff Appreciation 
Day. We spend so much time with each 
other on campus that I thought it would 
be nice to get to know each other better. 
Anyone who wanted to participate was 
asked to submit a photo of their pet, or their 
children or grandchildren, or a hobby. It was 
well received and just goes to show that it’s 
important that we take time to appreciate 
each other better. Boosting morale and 
helping people feel appreciated is important 
when we rely so much on our faculty and 
staff to carry out the mission. Our alumni 
are part of that family. Our many friends 
and supporters locally and in the ophthalmic 
community are part of this, too.  
It takes people to make the difference,  
and I’m very grateful to the Board and 
everyone for the trust they’ve placed in  
me to lead this effort. 

Our most 
important day-
to-day role is  
to make sure  
our students  
are getting the 
best possible 
academic  
and clinical 
education 
possible.

Dr. Reich addresses SECO attendees in Atlanta.

SCO’s President Council. Front row, L-R: Kristin 
Anderson, OD, Sandra Stephens, Ann Fields, 
Dean Swick; second row, L-R: James E. Venable, 
OD ’89, Dr. Reich, J. Bart Campbell, OD ’87;  
third row, L-R: David West, Joe Hauser.

Dr. Reich with his son, Isaac,  
and wife, Diane.
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Jamison L. Carr
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Cedarcreek, MO

Stephen S. Ellison
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Cabot, PA
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Clarksville, TN

Dominique I. Garcia-
Robles

Germantown, TN

Danielle C. Gretz
Fleming Island, FL

Angela M. Haas
Simpsonville, SC

Dahlia M. Haddad
Martin, TN

Kristin A. Hammill
Middleton, TN

Hong-Ngoc T. Han
Kenner, LA

Christopher V. Harlan
Memphis, TN

Blake M. Hayden
Owensboro, KY

Matthew J. Hennen
St. Paul, MN

Lauren B. Hernandez
Cove, AR

Leah L. Herron
St. Marys, GA

Hannah L. Holtorf
Overland Park, KS

James G. Hoover
Baton Rouge, LA

Lindsey D. Hubert
Oakley, KS

Gregory L. Johnson
Plantersville, MS

Stephanie L. Johnson
Arlington, TN

Sarah N. Jones
Pickens, SC

Joseph D. Kelly Jr.
Hendersonville, TN

Jessica P. Kenney
Coral Springs, FL

Rachel M. Kenney
Owatonna, MN

Tyler W. Kitzman
Northfield, MN

Christopher J. Kowalksi
Traverse City, MI

Lauren E. Lusardi
Phillipsburg, NJ

Adam N. Malik
Madison, AL

Tabitha M. Margritz
Salina, KS

Lindsay C. Martin
Lavonia, GA

Chalise L. Maybee
Memphis, TN

Spencer J. McConkie
Salt Lake City, UT

Darah L. McDaniel-
Chandler

Mountain Home, AR

Scott J. McIntosh
Greenville, NC

Kirsten J. McKnight
Memphis, TN

Marla K. McNutt
North Canton, OH

Courtney L. Melchione
Raphine, VA

Alexandra R. Meredith
Mountain Home, AR

Winn A. Meredith
Jonesboro, AR

William A. Mitchell
Louisville, MS

Jacob C. Mortemore
Lambertville, MI

Joanna L. Murray
Franklin, TN

Andrew D. Neighbors
Paragould, AR

Taylor C. Neumann
Council Bluffs, IA

Haley L. Nguyen
Tucker, GA

Brett D. O’Connor
Saint Johns, FL

Logan J. Oliver
Sparta, NC

Dillon E. Ott
Aberdeen, MS

Enrique C. Palacios
Southbridge, MA

William G. Parsley III
Cordova, TN

Elizabeth N. Parsons
Charleston, WV

James M. Pegg
Grenada, MS

Monica L. Perry
Kingsport, TN

Tram M. Pham
Greenville, SC

Michael F. Polo
Colonial Heights, VA

Kay C. Powell
Madison, WI

Will P. Price
Orem, UT

Jamin D. Quilla
Roeland Park, KS

Shaleen B. Ragha
Alpharetta, GA

C. Jade Rice
Hot Springs, AR

Katie E. Richardson
Ripley, MS

Jonathan B. Routon
Paris, TN

Christine A. Sager
Pleasanton, CA 

Whitney A. Seltman
Alpharetta, GA

Karan P. Shah
Marietta, GA 

Ruhina Shemna
Raleigh, NC

Megan K. Shirey
Magnolia, AR

Kelly E. Short
Richmond, TX

Andrew M. Shum
Eads, TN

Amy L. Sickman
Parkville, MO

Brenton D. Smith
Stockbridge, GA

Jennyffer D. Smith
Memphis, TN

Megan R. Stanford
Olive Branch, MS

Anna M. Stephenson
Murfreesboro, TN

Gregory P. Stewart
Birmingham, AL

Gerald W. Stinson, Jr.
Holly Springs, MS

Kyle A. Stott
Lancaster, CA

Jamie L. Taylor
Manchester, TN

Danyetta D. Thomas
West Monroe, LA

Emy K. Thompson
San Antonio, TX

Ryan C. Tieu
Duluth, GA

Ashley M. Toland
Big Rapids, MI

Preslee E. Trammell
Greenville, MS

Christina R. Ulrich
Cape Girardeau, MO

Kara L. Vitus
New Middletown, OH

 Chelsea R. Wahl
Hattiesburg, MS

 Julia M. Wall-Hayes
Singer, LA

 Rebecca A. Wenig
Cary, IL

Ryan C. Wilkerson
Lebanon, MO

Hillary A. Yungblut
Abilene, TX

Katherine E. Allen
Knoxville, TN

Alex J. Amann
New Athens, IL

Jennifer E. Anderson
Atlanta, GA

Brittney J. Angelo
Yorktown Heights, NY

Katherine M. Araiza-
Brown

Commerce City, CO 

 
Feyisayo O. Aworunse

Brentwood, TN
Caroline P. Babb

Kingsport, TN
Erin M. Bales

Blue Springs, MO
Craig L. Baxter*
North Platte, NE

Brennan M. Berwald
Butler, MO 

Steven G. Blake
Richfield, UT 

Marie T.E. Bolin
Eagle, NE 

Matthew T. Boswell
Wichita, KS

Joseph L. Brewer
Pinedale, AZ

Daniel H. Brigham
St. Augustine, FL

Eric R. Brinkley
Irmo, SC

Mitchell R. Brown
Kingston, TN

Natalie R. Brown
Piggott, AR

M. Aaron Buchanan II
Morgantown, WV

Lindsey R. Burdick
Spartanburg, SC

Meet the Graduating Class of 2016 Meet the graduating Class of 2016. During their four years at SCO, The Hayes Center has worked with them to find placement opportunities at sco.edu/
placementservice. Alumni are invited to post your practice opportutnity information on our site for other students or young alumni as well. Contact 
Anthony Hubbard in The Hayes Center at ahubbard@sco.edu to learn more. Congratulations to the Class of 2016!

Not Pictured:
Shawn M. Joseph

Robert C. Phyfer

*See page 19 for a story on Craig Baxter.

IN MEMORY



This trip is our second eye care mission to Cambodia. There are 
18 of us from our VOSH NW group — four doctors and 14 support 
staff, including two teenagers, ages 14 and 16. Yes, the kids came 
to work, and they were as essential as any other team member in 
dispensing eyeglasses and providing auto-refraction. Our work is 
coordinated with eye care providers from Phnom Penh.

Later in the day of our arrival in Cambodia, it was planned 
that we would return to the Titanic restaurant, a restaurant that 
we had visited on our prior trip to Cambodia. This restaurant sits 
along the Mekong River with beautiful open-air views of the river 
activities. As with our fi rst visit several years ago, we met and got 
acquainted with our Cambodian Eye Care team during dinner. In 
addition, the Cambodia’s Minister of Health and her assistant joined 
us. The assistant is also a doctor working on the malaria problem 
in Cambodia.  

It is now Sunday, and we are off to Sihanoukville. I am thrilled 
to be invited to join several Cambodian friends for dinner on the 
beach. Sihanoukville’s beach scene is an extended boardwalk of 
restaurants and bars, which is a fl urry of many entrepreneurial 
activities. Throughout the evening we purchased several hot-air lan-
terns, lit them as we made our wishes, watching our dreams drift 
and fade away.

Early the next morning we will travel more than an hour to 
our fi rst work site. I worked the fi rst two days without an interpreter. 
However, my refracting Cambodian friend, also named Chanthy, 
was working right next to me. As she was performing eye exams 
on her own patients, she would listen in on my exams and then 
direct my patients to the next location for obtaining eyeglasses. It 
worked well!

 After completing two days of work on Monday and Tuesday, 
where we treated a total of nearly 575 people at a village near 
Sihanoukville, we then traveled all day on Wednesday. We were 
relocating to a hospital in the town of Kampong Chhnang. Working 
to exhaustion, we see nearly 725 more people in the next two days.

As we commenced these last two days of work, we started early 
Thursday morning with the typical heat and humidity. The hospital 
eye clinic was setting up with aspects of confusion. A crowd had 
gathered, and there was a bullhorn bellowing instructions. I passed 
sick people patiently waiting their turn, laying outside the hospital 
in makeshift beds, or simply sitting on the ground in the outdoor 
corridors, waiting through their misery. The only thing missing was 
blood, the chop of helicopters, and distant artillery fi re.  

No, the clinic is not a Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (M.A.S.H. 
unit). We are mobile; we are refractive and surgical at a hospital. 
Fortunately we are at peace, the Army is not required; however, 
there is a constant police presence outside. Who are we? We are 
Volunteers Optometric Services to Humanity Northwest, or VOSH 
NW — not MASH.  

I looked over the hospital space as to where I might work — 
thinking out the potential and logistics of the area. I had noticed 
several modern slit lamp bio-microscopes in one room; another 
room seems to have some extra space. There was also a modern 
auto-refractor and a loose lens kit with an actual eye chart at the 
other end on the wall. For the last two days, I was assigned a med-
ical student to assist me. There was no shortage of interesting eye 
pathology to share as we personally worked our way through more 
than 100 patients on each of the last two days.  

Patients came in all shapes, sizes and ages. There was a 
disfi gured man who moved about only on all fours, much as a 
chimpanzee might do. Another woman was so hunched over that, 
even if she could stand straight up, she would be less than fi ve feet 
tall. After receiving her eyeglasses, she was lifted, all curled up, to a 
motorcycle seat for her ride home. 

There was a very young boy who was blind and deaf. His eye 
condition was aphakia — which means he is without a natural crys-
talline lens in his eyes. Despite his mother’s attempt to hold him 
still, he really wanted nothing of this process. He was attracted by 
my lighted instrument and was able to follow the light with his left 
eye. As I scoped him, his retinal refl exes lit up as I approached the

Continued on page 19
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V * O * S * H EYE UNIT
THE EVENING IS DARK BLACK, AND COLD; IT IS BELOW FREEZING. THERE 

WOULD BE NO PARTY TO ATTEND THIS NEW YEAR’S EVE. ALL IS QUIET 

OUTSIDE AS I LEAVE MY HOME IN KIRKLAND, WASHINGTON AT 9 PM. ONCE 

I ARRIVE AT THE AIRPORT, I CATCH UP WITH EACH OF THE FOUR OTHER 

TRAVELLING COMPANIONS. WE WILL NOT REACH OUR FINAL DESTINATION 

FOR NEARLY 24 HOURS. THE FLIGHT DEPARTS AT 1 AM, NEW YEAR’S DAY 

2016. THIS WILL BECOME THE SHORTEST DAY OF THE YEAR FOR ME AS 

SOON AS I CROSS THE INTERNATIONAL DATE LINE WAY OUT WEST IN THE 

PACIFIC OCEAN. 

Fatigued, I am now waiting in line at the 
Customs and Immigration desk at Phnom Penh’s 
airport. I hear them stamp my Visa, and I am al-
lowed to pass into the Kingdom of Cambodia. A 
few moments later, four Cambodians that I know 
from my fi rst trip to Cambodia in 2013 greet my 
current four travelling companions and me. Sam, 
Chanthy, Daniel, and Ravy are all smiling and 
happy to see us. 

Phnom Penh actually seems somewhat 
changed from my fi rst visit as traffi c moves at a 

better pace this time and I pass a Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurant!  American fast food 
was absent in 2013; I also see a few new modern buildings.  

Several of my Cambodian friends, who now live in the U.S. or still reside in their home 
country, have shared their stories of horror of the Khmer Rouge occupation from 1975 to 1979. 

It was an occupation that included genocide of more than 2 million Khmer people and, regret-
tably, made the “Killing Fields” famous. These friends somehow survived, but the scars of the 

ordeal will most likely remain with them forever.
Cambodia is in Southeast Asia. Vietnam is its eastern neighbor; it also shares bor-
ders with Laos to the north, Thailand to the west, and the Gulf of Thailand to the 

south. The Vietnam War drifted into Cambodia. There were American bombs, 
military river patrols up the Mekong River, and many trails and roads that were 

littered with land mines. The land mines leave a horrid reminder of those 
war years, as some people still manage to fi nd them along with tragic con-

sequences of mutilation or death to this day. It becomes diffi cult to tell, or 
make sense of, right or wrong, good and evil. It all blends together. Those 
days will not soon be forgotten.

By Larry Otten, OD ’77, 
BOT Alumni Council Representative 
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Class Notes
1964 Bill 
Sharpton, OD, 
marked 54 years 
of continuous 

attendance at SECO 
this year in Atlanta. 

1965 James Crutchfield, 
OD, recently celebrated 50 years 
of practicing optometry in New 
Tazewell, Tennessee. 

1968 Former SCO Board 
members and classmates Neill 
Marshall, OD, Richard Powell, 
OD, and SCO President Emeritus 
Billy Cochran, OD, recently 
enjoyed a mini-class reunion 
when they visited campus with 
their wives, pictured. 

1972 Gil Morgan, OD, 
was recently inducted into the 
Oklahoma Golf Hall of Fame. 

1978  
Glenn Goldring,  
OD, recently  
welcomed his  
first grandchild, Emmerson 
Sloane Katz, pictured, who was 
born December 25.

1980 As part of last year’s 
class reunion festivities, 
participating alumni were 

challenged to see which reunion 
class could raise the most gifts 
last year. Congratulations to 
SCO’s Class of 1980 for winning 
the 2015 Reunion Class Giving 
Challenge! Class members 
celebrating their 35th reunion 
united to raise more than 
$22,000 for scholarships and  
had the highest participation 
during 2015.

1982 DeAnne 
Witherspoon, OD, recently 
received the Athena Woman 
of the Year Award, sponsored 
by Premier Dermatology, in 
recognition of her community 
work in the Rogers, AR area.

1985 Kendall Krug, OD, 
recently received the Envision 
Visionary Award in recognition 
of his work with vision 
rehabilitation.

Based in Wichita, Envision is 
a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to improving the 
quality of life for the blind and 
visually impaired. Dr. Krug is 
in private practice in Hays, KS. 
Dr. Krug is pictured above with 

Envision President/CEO Michael 
Monteferrante, left, and U.S. 
Army Staff Sgt. (Ret.) Salvatore 
Giunta, a Presidential Medal of 
Honor recipient. 

1987 Fred Farias III, 
OD, was named 2015 Texas 
Optometric Association 
Optometrist of the Year.

Gregory S. Moore, OD, has 
been named senior clinical 
instructor of optometry at the 
University of Pikeville-Kentucky 
College of Optometry.

1995 Steven Reed, OD, 
SCO’s Board of Trustees chair, 
has announced his candidacy 
for American Optometric 
Association Trustee. Alumni 
wishing to support his 
candidacy may contact him  
for more information. 

1997 Jennifer Gibson Uhl, 
OD, and Brad Lindsey, OD 
’92, have been appointed to the 
Tennessee Board of Optometry.

1998 Jason Lake, OD, has 
been named President-elect 
of the Missouri Optometric 
Association.

1999 Duane Thompson, 
OD, was elected to a two-year 
term as a director for the Heart 
of America Contact Lens Society 
at the annual meeting in Kansas 
City. He is co-owner of Premier 
Eyecare Associates with several 
practice locations in Missouri.

2000 U.S. Navy Comman- 
der Eric Barnes, OD, was 
named the Armed Forces 
Optometric Society’s U.S. Navy 
Senior Optometrist of the Year. 

2005 Nathan Stocke, 
OD, recently joined Brattleboro 
Family Eye Care in Vermont. 
He also owns a practice in 
Burlington. 

2007 Matthew 
Gertsberger, OD, is celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of the 
practice he co-owns in Kansas. 
Michael Hausmann, OD ’07, 
and Brandon Dahl, OD ’09, 
also practice there.

2008 Emily Nail,  
OD, married Mark Fleming on 
February 27 in Philadelphia, 
Mississippi. 

2010 Meghan Elkins, OD, 
pictured with Glen Steele,  
OD ’69, was named the VA’s 
Junior Optometrist  
of the Year at 
SECO. 

INMEMORIAL
Carl B. Passmore, OD ’47
Otto Tribble, OD ’47
Ralph J. Fernandez, Sr., OD ’49
Wallis Reagin, OD ’49
Joe McClure, OD ’51

Vernon Brabham, Jr., OD ’53
L.C. Bierman, OD ’54
J. Gordon Butterfield, OD ’54
Robert Vernon, OD ’57
Edward L. Thomas, OD ’58

John T. Jones, OD ’63
David Miller, OD ’77
Jeff Rothman, OD ’79

Seth Salley, OD, recently celebrated 
the grand opening of Clearview 
Family Eyecare in Memphis, 
Tennesse.

2012 Luke Bell, OD, and  
Brent Thornton, OD, recently 
opened Precision Family Eye Care in 
Grimes, Iowa.

Taylor Kiser, OD,  
welcomed a son,  
Walker Jackson,  
pictured, on December 10.  
He weighed in at 6 lbs., 1 ozs.,  
and was 19 inches long.

2013 Addie Smith, OD, has 
joined North Oaks Eye Care in 
Hammond, LA.

2014 Alisha McAfee, OD, 
recently returned from Guatemala 

to the U.S. as she and her 
husband, Kim, await the 

birth of their first child. 
Their Guatemala Eye 
Clinic continues to grow 

and thrive.

2015 Andrew David Brown, 
OD, has announced his engagement 
to Jamie Lynn Fitzgerald. The 
wedding is planned for October 2016.

Jenny Hines, OD, recently married 
Robert Warwick. She practices at 
Seashore Eye Associates in North 
Carolina. 

New SECO President Ted McElroy, OD ’93.

SCO Board Chair  
Steven Reed, OD ’95.

SCO Class of 2015 reunited.

AOA President Steve Loomis, OD, and SCO President Lewis 
Reich, OD, PhD.

SCO Board member  
Doug Clark, OD.

AOA President-elect Andrea Thau, OD,  
and Martha Rosemore Morrow, OD ’74.

SECO’s OD of the South Dale Morris, OD 
’73, wife Trisha, and son, Chris Morris, 
OD ’99.

2011 Alumni Doug Ellenberger,  
OD and Tripper Robinson, OD

Joe Sugg, OD ’09, visits Sunnie 
Ewing in SCO’s booth.
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SCO faculty member Chris Borgman, OD, is seen recording one of his lectures.

Faculty Highlights
CAMPBELL APPOINTED VICE PRESIDENT

J. Bart Campbell, OD ’87, Professor, has been 
appointed Vice President for Academic Aff airs after 

serving as Interim Vice President since last spring. 
The announcement was made by SCO President 
Lewis Reich, OD, PhD. 

Following his graduation from SCO, Dr. 
Campbell completed his Contact Lens Residency 

at the University of Alabama at Birmingham School 
of Optometry. Since joining SCO’s faculty in 1988, he 

has served in several leadership capacities, including as 
Chair of the Department of Optometric Education. 

Currently Chair of the Accreditation Council on 
Optometric Education, Dr. Campbell is a professor at 
SCO. His professional areas of interest include contact 
lens practice with a special emphasis on the manage-
ment of presbyopia and astigmatism with contact lens 
correction and the development and administration of 
optometric residency programs.

Dr. Campbell also has served as the Chair of the 
Department of Optometric Education, with primary 
responsibility for the design and implementation of 
the College’s optometric curriculum. He is an author 
on numerous publications and two book chapters 
dealing with his areas of interest. He has presented lec-
tures at SCO-sponsored continuing education, at the 
American Academy of Optometry, and at several other 
organizations.

Dr. Campbell is a member of the American Op-
tometric Association, the Tennessee Association of 
Optometric Physicians, and is a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Optometry.

He has served on numerous committees, including: 
a National Board of Examiners in Optometry Examina-
tion Construction Committee (chair for two years), the 
Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry Res-
idency Aff airs Committee, the Accreditation Council on 
Optometric Education Residency Committee (chair for 
two years), the Accreditation Council on Optometric 
Education Leadership and Professional Development 
Committee, the Accreditation Council on Optometric 
Education Quality Improvement Committee, the Ac-
creditation Council on Optometric Education Planning 
Committee (chair for one year), the American Academy 
of Optometry Region 2 Admittance Committee (vice 
chair for seven years), and the American Academy 
of Optometry Resident’s Day Committee (chair, 
2007-2012).

Dr. Campbell received the Teacher of the Year 
Award from the SCO graduating Class of 1989 and the 
SCO President’s Special Recognition Award in 2004.

Chris Borgman, OD, and John Sharpe, OD ’83, lectured at the 
Southern Indiana Pharmacology Seminar in Evansville, In-
diana. The event was organized by Freddy Chang, OD, PhD.

Mike Christensen, OD, PhD, co-authored an article about artifi -
cial tears in the February 2016 issue of Review of Contact Lenses.

Scott Ensor, OD ’01, Whitney Hauser, OD ’01, Jason Duncan, 
OD ’96, and Glen Steele, OD ’69, were among the faculty 
members who lectured for CE courses at SECO. Dr. Hauser, 
along with SCO resident Heather Atcherson, OD ’15, were 
interviewed by EyeTubeOD during SECO for some upcoming 
videos.

Paul Harris, OD, recently co-chaired the fi rst Conference on 
Clinical Vision Care (CCVC) meeting ever held outside the U.S. 
in Melbourne, Australia. He also taught the OEP Clinical Cur-
riculum course for ODs in Australia. 

Whitney Hauser, OD ’01, wrote an article about how to improve 
the diagnosis and treatment of allergies in an article published 
by Optometry Times in January 2016. She also wrote the cover 
story for January’s issue of Optometric Management magazine 
and an article on adding aesthetics to a practice for the No-
vember 2015 issue of Women in Optometry.

John Mark Jackson, OD ’99, wrote about GP Lens resolutions 
for 2016 in an article published by Contact Lens Spectrum in the 
January 2016 edition.

Wil McGriff , OD, MS, appeared on WMC-TV Action News 5’s 
morning show in Memphis to talk about Computer Vision 
Syndrome. 

Joanne Smith, OD ’11, wrote an article for EyetubeOD about tech-
nology recommendations for patients.

Karen Squier, OD, presented a poster on low vision at the recent 
American Public Health Association meeting. 

Glen Steele, OD ’69, was interviewed by the Memphis Commercial 
Appeal for a newspaper story about the InfantSEE program’s 
origins and benefi ts.

Marc Taub, OD, MS, traveled to Munich, Germany to lecture on 
“An Introduction to Visual Effi ciency and Processing Testing for 
Patients of All Ages” for a seminar presented at the Behavioral 
Optometry Academy Foundation’s 4th Annual Conference. 
Dr. Taub also recently spoke at the Young OD Summit of the 
Optometric Association of the Philippines. He was interviewed 
about vision therapy by Memphis Parent magazine, and with 
Paul Harris, OD, recently authored an article about refraction 
endpoints for the December 2015 edition of Review of Optom-
etry magazine.

Daniel Taylor, OD ’06, was named this year’s Outstanding In-
structional Design and Technology Doctoral Student at the 
University of Memphis. 

Gregory Wolfe, OD, MPH, recently was recognized by the AOA 
for his extensive work as a member of the Evidence Based 
Optometry Committee. He and other committee members re-
ceived the AOA President’s Award for service to the profession. 
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Currently, the following courses are 
available in our Online Continuing 
Education Library: 

• Amblyopia: Diagnosis and 
Treatment Made Simple 
 — MARIE BODACK, OD 

• Idiopathic Intracranial 
Hypertension Update
 — CHRIS BORGMAN, OD 

• Neovascular Glaucoma Update
 — CHRIS BORGMAN, OD 

• What’s “New” in Amblyopia 
Research
 — PATRICIA CISARIK, OD, PHD

• Sickle Cell Disease and its 
Ocular Manifestations 
 — LINDSAY ELKINS, OD ’07

• Injection Procedures for 
Primary Eye Care
 — SCOTT ENSOR, OD ’01, MS

• Rational Prescribing and Drug 
Diversion
 — SCOTT ENSOR, OD ’01, MS

• Ocular Surface Disease:  
Innovations in Clinical Care
 — WHITNEY HAUSER, OD ’01 

• Baby Steps to Eye Care for 
Infants and Young Children
 — GLEN STEELE, OD ’69

• Hyperhomocysteinemia: 
Ocular Implications and 
Systemic Presentation
 — DANIEL TAYLOR, OD ’06, MS

SCO Debuts Online CE 
Video Library

SCO has launched its new Online Continuing 
Education Library featuring 10 video courses with fac-
ulty member lecturers. Each video was professionally 
recorded in high defi nition in SCO’s state-of-the-art 
academic classrooms constructed as part of the college’s 
recent academic facility expansion.

Hosted on the SCO website at sco.edu, the Online 
Continuing Education Library’s video courses have 
also been made accessible to optometrists in other 
countries. At the invitation of the World Council of 
Optometry (WCO), an SCO Portal was created on the 
World Continuing Education Alliance (WCEA), website 
to support the WCO’s goal of creating and disseminating 
educational materials to optometrists and optometric 
organizations in developing nations.

“The World Council of Optometry welcomes SCO’s 
leadership and their support of our goal to expand the 
reach of freely accessible educational content to other 
countries,” said Mark A. Bullimore, MCOptom, PhD, 
FAAO, WCO Executive Director. 

“SCO is proud to partner with the WCEA as we 
share the expertise of our faculty members with 
optometrists around the world who are in need of excel-
lent continuing education to assist in the care of their 
patients,” said Jeanie Snider, SCO’s Department of Con-
tinuing Education Program Manager. “Our courses can 
provide access to research and treatments they might 
otherwise not be aware of as an option for their patients.”

SCO’s online CE courses are approved by the 
Council of Optometric Practitioner Education (COPE), the 

primary method used by optometric regulatory boards 

to promote the continuing competence of licensed 

optometrists.

Short video clips of each course offer optometrists 

a chance to preview SCO’s Online Continuing Education 

Library. Users who opt to take a course for credit will be 

directed to SCO’s Portal on the WCEA website and asked 

to create a login and password. 

A one-time login and password created by a regis-

trant allows users to access courses within the video 

library, obtain copies of attendance certifi cates for each 

course completed, and view the total hours they have 

attended during a specifi c time period. The system also 

allows users the ability to pick up where they left off 

during the viewing of a video or exam for up to seven 

days.  

Requests for Course Completion Certifi cates can 

also be completed through this account.

“SCO worked with our faculty members to cover a 

wide range of course content to appeal to optometrists,” 

Snider said. “We plan to add more online video courses 

to expand our library in this format that has become 

increasingly popular with active professionals who need 

convenient access to educational content.”

In addition to the new video library, SCO’s CE pro-

gram also hosts Spring and Fall educational events on 

the college’s campus, as well as “destination CE” events 

as part of the college’s commitment to offering COPE-

approved CE courses for alumni and other optometrists.
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CAMBODIA continued from page 13

power of +12.00 diopters (people needing +12 do not see anything, near or far). 
With that information, I had picked the boy up and carried him up three flights 
of stairs to our optical dispensary. There I found two pairs of eyeglasses closely 
matching his required power. The eyeglasses confused him but his mother was 
more than thankful!  

My oldest patient, who was able to walk very well on her own, was 99 years 
old. I questioned one woman, three times, of her purported age of 46 years — she 
looked at least 70 years old to me. That experience reminded me that life outside 
in the elements is harsh on the body.  

Cataracts were much more dense then what we see in the U. S. Eye diseases 
related to exposure were extreme. Glaucoma took no prisoners, and there were 
more than a few with a totally damaged optic nerve, and of course, absolute 
blindness from that disease. And so it went.

I have multiple friends and acquaintances that have provided me with 
many pairs of donated eyeglasses. These eyeglasses are taken to a VOSH NW 
work party where they are cleaned, inspected and placed into a very organized 
library of prescription eyeglasses for our next mission trip. 

This trip, along with our first trip to Cambodia, was coordinated with a local 
group in Seattle involved with Seattle-Sihanoukville Sister City Organization. 
This trip had a civic and political aspect to it. We had dinners with the Minister 
of Health along with her assistant, also the Port Commissioner, and the 
Governor of the Sihanoukville Province. Cambodia’s Deputy Prime Minister 
also honored us with a two-hour police motorcade back to our hotel in Phnom 
Penh. A ceremony followed with the Deputy Prime Minister thanking us, and 
presenting each of us with gifts to remember our time in Cambodia.  

Several friends and acquaintances have asked me if they could participate 
in a mission trip. The answer is “Yes!” I was inspired by many before I began 
my mission trip journeys. I have learned that it is not necessary to travel great 
distances to be of help to others. The need is right here in the United States, as 
much as it is far away from home. When one gives unconditionally, there is a 
return of thankfulness from those served that fills the heart of the giver beyond 
description. I can just say that when you know you have done your best to serve 
others, nothing feels quite like it! I believe that the only requirement to serve 
others is to go with an open heart. After that, be ready to serve again. 

Be Part 
of the 
200 
Strong

Alumni represent the largest single group 

of stakeholders with the potential to make the 

most meaningful impact through their financial 

support. SCO is building a base of supporters 

to help sustain the college’s long-term goals 

through a new “200 Strong” initiative. 

By making a pledge to support SCO with 

an annual leadership donation of just $1,000 

a year, the “200 Strong” leadership gift is a 

manageable way of supporting SCO within 

personal or practice budgets. With strength in 

numbers, 200 individuals collectively can make 

a positive impact by raising $1 million every 

five years in support of scholarships and other 

critically needed resources. 

Though a five-year pledge is not 

required, we encourage you to contact Cecily 

Freeman, Director of Alumni Giving at (901) 

722-3290 or cfreeman@sco.edu, to learn more 

about supporting SCO’s leadership status in 

optometric education by becoming one of the 

‘200 Strong.’ 

In Memory
Craig Baxter, ’16 

The first week of January 2016 
brought sadness to the SCO com-

munity with the untimely passing 
of Craig Baxter, ’16, in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. His passing was the 
first for an enrolled SCO student 
in several decades, drawing 

media attention throughout 
Memphis and back in his home 

state.
“At SCO, we pride ourselves in building a tight-

knit community, and so Craig’s passing is one that 
impacts us all,” said Dr. Lewis Reich, SCO’s President, 
in his original announcement to students, faculty, 
and staff. 

Grief counselors were made available to Craig’s 
classmates and others on campus. Several SCO 
alumni generously helped cover the cost of travel 
arrangements for two of Craig’s fellow classmates 
— both former roommates — to attend his funeral 
service. 

Craig’s funeral service drew more than 1,100 
people, including Dr. Reich, who represented SCO. 
The following Thursday evening, hundreds gathered 
on campus for SCO’s memorial to Craig. Joe Hauser, 
Vice President for Student Services, and two of 
Craig’s classmates, spoke at the memorial.

“During such a difficult time, it has been heart-
ening to see so many people show compassion,” Dr. 
Reich said. 

Born August 28, 1987, Craig was the son of Dr. 
Kim (an optometrist) and Nancy Baxter. During high 
school and college at the University of Nebraska, he 
was active in sports and music. He had participated 
in SCO’s first talent show, demonstrating talent at 
writing and performing music; one of his songs was 
played at his funeral and at his SCO memorial.

Craig’s parents have expressed their appre-
ciation to everyone who has supported their family. 
SCO also extends its appreciation to a large number 
of sister optometry schools and ophthalmic industry 
representatives who sent their condolences to the 
college. 

With the support of Craig’s family, a posthu-
mous diploma will be awarded to Craig at this year’s 
commencement ceremony in his memory. The Class 
of 2016 will also be making its class scholarship 
a tribute to Craig’s memory. Memorials in Craig’s 
memory are encouraged to support his classmates’ 
effort.

Hayes Center 
Award Recipients 
Announced

The Hayes Center for Practice Excellence at Southern College of Optometry is pleased 
to announce the recipients of its 2016 Practice of Excellence Award. The award identifies and 
rewards successful practices, recognizes achievements of SCO graduates and helps foster 
joint relationships that benefit SCO’s alumni and current optometry students.

Recipients receive $5,000 awards designated to honor recent alumni at different stages 
of their optometric careers. All three recipients own their own practices and exemplify the 
private practice principles embodied in the Hayes Center’s mission encouraging practice 
success. Recipients include:   

• Bobby Pankey, OD ’05, who practices at Eyecare Associates/Optical 2000  
in Clinton, Mississippi.

• Ashley Schuelke Reddell, OD ’09, and Jonathan Reddell, OD ’11, a husband 
and wife team who practice at Family Eye Care in Leavenworth, Kansas.

• Josh Watt, OD ’13, who owns a vision therapy clinic, Impact VT, in Colorado. 

 “These alumni demonstrate the qualities and attitudes of successful private practitio-
ners who excel at managing the business side of their practices,” said Lisa Wade, OD ’84, 
Director of the Hayes Center for Practice Excellence at SCO. The awards were selected by 
members of the Hayes Center Advisory Board, made up of alumni private practitioners, and 
Dr. Wade.

Recipients were judged on their practice’s ability to excel as documented via profit and 
loss statements, most recent balance sheet, office meeting agendas or minutes, and other 
key metrics, including gross collected receipts, proper staff management, and a written 
explanation of how the practice maximizes net income. Recipients shared their private prac-
tice experiences with SCO’s Cass of 2017 during the college’s educational program prior to 
externships in May.

The Hayes Center’s creation marked one of the first educational centers based at an 
  optometric college dedicated specifically for the purpose of teaching current and future  
  optometrists how to manage the business side of practice. Visit sco.edu/hayescenter to
   learn more about the resources offered to SCO’s students and alumni,  
  including reading room materials and other information.
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Nominations 
Welcomed for 
Alumni Awards
Alumni are encouraged to submit 
nominations for the college’s 21st 
Annual Lifetime Achievement 
Awards. The highest honor pre-
sented to alumni, this award 
recognizes outstanding achieve-
ment to the profession, college, 
and the graduate’s community. 

Any SCO graduate may nom-
inate fellow alumni by using 
nomination forms available on 
SCO’s website. Completed forms 
may be mailed, emailed, or faxed 
to the designated information 
listed at the end of the form. All 
nominations must be received by 
June 30, 2016.

Nominations for the Young 
Alumni Award are also being ac-
cepted. Alumni may nominate any 
graduate from 2006-2015. Service 
to the profession, leadership, and 
other criteria are to be provided. 
Nomination forms may also be 
found on SCO’s website and must 
be submitted by June 30, 2016.

The awards will be presented 
during Fall Homecoming and CE 
Weekend.

JUNE 29-JULY 3 • AOA CONGRESS • BOSTON

reconnect
2016 HOMECOMING/FALL CE WEEKEND
SEPTEMBER 15-18


