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FIRST-YEAR FACULTY 

 

 

 

Rachel Grant, O.D.: OPT 112 Anatomy, Histology, & Physiology 1 Lab instructor of record, lecture co-instructor 

 

Dr. Rachel Grant, a native of British Columbia, graduated from Southern California College of Optometry in 

2012. She completed a one year postgraduate residency in Primary Care and Ocular Disease serving the Gila 

River Community at Hu Hu Kam Memorial Hospital, in Sacaton, Arizona. 

 

Dr. Grant is currently an Assistant Professor at the Southern College of Optometry, where she supervises student 

clinician examinations in The Eye Center. Dr. Grant is also provides specialty Dry Eye services to patients 

through the TearWell clinic at Focal Point. Dr. Grant is a fellow of the American Academy of Optometry as well 

as the American Board of Optometry and a member of the American Optometric Association. She is actively 

involved in volunteer eye care on a local, national and international level, including service trips to Africa as well 

as Central and South America.  

 

Kristina Haworth, OD, PhD: OPT 116 Biochemistry Instructor of Record 

 

Dr. Kristina Haworth received her Doctor of Optometry degree from the Southern California College of 

Optometry in 1993. She was in private practice for about 14 years before enrolling at The Ohio State University, 

where she received her PhD in 2014. Dr. Haworth joined Southern College of Optometry (SCO) in 2015 and is 

currently an Associate Professor.  

 

In addition to Biochemistry, Dr. Haworth is SCO Instructor of Record for Evidence Based Medicine and an 

Ocular Surface Disease seminar. She also teaches in contact lens and ophthalmic optics laboratories. Clinical 

assignments for Dr. Haworth include supervision of student clinicians in Adult Primary Care Service and 

TearWell, SCO’s dry eye specialty clinic at Focal Point. In addition to her teaching assignments and research, 

Dr. Haworth is an active member of the SCO Institutional Review Board and served three years as chair of the 

SCO Research Committee. 
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Dr. Haworth’s research focus is in ocular surface disease. Dr. Haworth has completed several of her own 

projects and mentored several students during the short-term research program at SCO. She has published peer-

reviewed manuscripts and presented her work through peer-reviewed abstracts at national meetings of the 

Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology and the American Academy of Optometry. In addition to 

her work in the area of ocular surface disease, she collaborates on other research topics with faculty members at 

the University of Tennessee Health Science Center.  

 

Dr. Haworth is a Fellow of the American Academy of Optometry, and a member of the American Optometric 

Association, the Tennessee Association of Optometric Physicians, the Tear Film and Ocular Surface Society, and 

the American Public Health Association. 

 

John Mark Jackson, O.D., M.S.: OPT 111 Optics of the Eye 1 Instructor of Record 

 

Dr. John Mark Jackson received his Doctor of Optometry degree in 1999 from Southern College of Optometry 

(SCO). He then completed a postgraduate residency in Cornea and Contact Lenses concurrently with a MS in 

Vision Science at The Ohio State University College of Optometry in 2001. He joined the SCO faculty in 2001 and 

is currently a professor. 

 

His professional area of interest lies in specialty contact lenses, including irregular corneas and myopia control 

in children. He is the co-author of two textbook chapters on orthokeratology and is a contributing editor for the 

journal Contact Lens Spectrum. 

 

Dr. Jackson teaches courses in geometrical, visual, and physical optics and contact lens practice. He also 

mentors other faculty in ways to improve their teaching and use of technology in the classroom. 

 

Dr. Jackson is a member of the American Optometric Association (AOA), Tennessee Association of Optometric 

Physicians (TAOP), West Tennessee Optometric Society (WTOS), and a Fellow of the American Academy of 

Optometry. 

 

Jennifer Jones, O.D.: Opt 110 Opt Theory & Methods 1 Lab co-instructor 

 

Dr. Jennifer L. Jones, a native of southern California, received her Doctor of Optometry degree in 2006 from 

Southern College of Optometry. She completed a postgraduate residency in primary care with an emphasis in 

ocular disease at the Memphis Veterans Affairs Medical Center in 2007. She has been on faculty at SCO since  
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July 2007 and currently holds the rank of Associate Professor. Dr. Jones provides patient care in Adult Primary 

Care and Teen Clinic. She also participates in school screenings. 

 

Dr. Jones is a member of the American Optometric Association (AOA), the Tennessee Association of Optometric 

Physicians (TAOP), the West Tennessee Optometric Physicians Society (WTOPS), and a Fellow of the American 

Academy of Optometry (FAAO). 

 

Carrie D. Lebowitz, O.D.: OPT 110 Opt Theory and Methods 1 Instructor of Record 

 

Dr. Carrie D. Lebowitz received her Doctor of Optometry degree in 2006 from the Southern College of 

Optometry, where she is currently serving as Associate Professor. Following graduation from SCO, Dr. Lebowitz 

completed a residency in primary care at the Memphis Veterans Affairs Medical Center, and provides patient 

care in The Eye Center Adult Primary Care service.  Her focus is in Theory and Methods of optometry and she 

enjoys participating in both didactic and laboratory instruction. 

 

Originally from Little Rock, Arkansas, Dr. Lebowitz has considered herself a Memphian since graduating from 

Rhodes College in 1996 and lives in the Midtown area. 

 

Dr. Lebowitz is a member of the American Optometric Association (AOA), Tennessee Association of Optometric 

Physicians (TAOP), and the West Tennessee Association of Optometric Physicians (WTAOP). 

 

Reena Lepine, O.D.: Opt 110 Opt Theory & Methods Lab Instructor of Record  

Dr. Reena Lepine received her Doctor of Optometry degree from Southern College of Optometry in 2011. She 

completed a postgraduate residency in Primary Care Optometry at Ochsner Medical Center located in New 

Orleans, Louisiana.  Dr. Lepine joined the SCO faculty in July 2013.  

Dr. Lepine currently serves as Associate Professor, supervising student clinicians in Adult Primary Care, 

Pediatric Clinic, and Teen Clinic. She is a member of the American Optometric Association, Tennessee 

Association of Optometric Physicians, and is a Fellow of the American Academy of Optometry. Dr. Lepine is 

licensed to provide optometric care in the states of Tennessee and Louisiana.   
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Darah McDaniel-Chandler:  

Dr. Darah Chandler is originally a native of northern Arkansas. She attended college at Harding University in 

Searcy, AR, graduating with a degree in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology in 2012. She received her Doctor of 

Optometry degree from Southern College of Optometry in 2016. She completed a residency in Pediatrics, Vision 

Therapy, & Rehabilitation at The Eye Center at the Southern College of Optometry in 2017.  

Dr. Chandler is an Assistant Professor at Southern College of Optometry and supervises clinical instruction in 

Pediatric Primary Care, Teen Clinic, Vision Therapy, Youth VIllages, and MobilEYES. She enjoys volunteering 

as a staff doctor on SVOSH trips and has traveled to Nicaragua and Mexico.  

Dr. Chandler is licensed to practice in Arkansas and Tennessee. She is a fellow of the American Academy of 

Optometry, and is a member of the College of Optometrists in Vision Development and the American Optometric 

Association.  

Daniel Powell, O.D.: OPT 112 Anatomy, Histology, & Physiology 1 & OPT 113 Neuroanatomy Instructor of 

Record 

 

Prior to joining SCO in 2018, Dr. Powell was on the faculty at the University of Houston. He has served as 

investigator on industry-sponsored dry eye and contact lens research projects. Dr. Powell is a member of the 

Contact Lens Assessment in Symptomatic Subjects (CLASS) study group, an international, multi-center project to 

better understand why contact lens wearers discontinue wear because of lens discomfort. 

 

Dr. Powell is a graduate of Pacific University (OD) and the Ohio State University (MS, PhD). He is a member of 

the American Optometric Association, Human Anatomy & Physiology Society, American Public Health 

Association (APHA) and the Tear Film and Ocular Surface Society. Currently, Dr. Powell is serving as Awards 

Committee Chair and Section Counselor for the Vision Care Section of the APHA. Dr. Powell is a continuing 

education course reviewer for the Council on Optometric Practitioner Education and a manuscript reviewer for 

various vision science research journals. 

 

Laurel Kelley, O.D., FAAO: 

 

Dr. Laurel Kelley earned her Bachelor of Science from Auburn University in 2014 and her Doctor of 

Optometry degree from Southern College of Optometry in 2018. After graduation, she completed a one-

year postgraduate residency in Cornea and Contact Lenses at the Illinois College of Optometry.  
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As a native Memphian, Dr. Kelley returned to SCO as faculty after residency and currently serves as a clinical 

instructor, supervising student clinicians in the Adult Primary Care and Contact Lens departments at The Eye 

Center and TearWell Dry Eye Center at The Focal Point. She serves as the Instructor of Record for Theory and 

Methods II Lab in the Spring.  

 

Her professional areas of interest include anterior segment disease, specialty contact lenses, and research. Dr. 

Kelley is licensed to practice in the state of Tennessee. She is a member of the American Optometric Association, 

Tennessee Association of Optometric Physicians, and is a Fellow of the American Academy of Optometry. 

 

Richard S. Savoy, O.D. M.P.H.: OPT111 Optics of the Eye 1 Lab Instructor of Record 

 

Dr.  Richard Savoy received his Bachelor’s Degree from University of California at Riverside in 1977. Upon 

graduation from the Illinois College of Optometry in 1983, he entered the United States Navy as an officer and 

navy optometrist.  His military career lasted 23 years. While in the military, in 1999, he received his Fellowship 

in the American Academy of Optometry.   Dr. Savoy received numerous military awards while serving on active 

duty in the navy.  He is a life member of the Armed Forces Optometric Association.  He is also a member of the 

American Optometric Association. 

 

Dr. Savoy joined the faculty at Southern College of Optometry (SCO) immediately upon retirement from the 

military in 2006.  He has taught laboratory courses in optics and the theory and methods of optometry.   Dr. 

Savoy headed the small-group “Clinical Integrative Analysis” course at SCO for several years and is currently 

the instructor of record for the didactic Ophthalmic Optics course tract and the lead laboratory instructor for 

both the Geometrical Optics and the Ophthalmic Optics laboratories.     

 

Dr. Savoy earned a Master of Public Health Degree at the University of Memphis in 2012.  As such, he is also the 

instructor of record for the didactic Public Health course at SCO.  He serves on the Board of Directors for the 

Tennessee Public Health Association and is the current Chair for the Vision Care Section of the American Public 

Health Association.  Dr. Savoy has a special interest in short term overseas optometric missions and has 

accompanied student mission groups to Jamaica, Nicaragua, Haiti, Honduras, Belize, Guatemala, and Costa 

Rica.  He is also the faculty advisor to the Fellowship of Christian Optometrists student club at SCO. 
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FIRST DAY OF CLASS/LAB INSTRUCTIONS 

 

OPT 114 Ocular Anatomy & Physiology (Dr. Grant): 

• Prior to class, I’ll send an email with instructions on how to download OneNote 

• You can dress casually 

• Bring your device (PC, Mac, iPad) and power cord if necessary 

• We will review how to use OneNote &start an overview 

 

Opt 112 Anatomy, Histology, & Physiology I:  

• Class will begin with Dr. Powell starting with a course introduction and tentative cell biology overview (lecture slides 

will be posted prior to lecture for pre-review) 

• Review slides on anatomical terminology prior to the first day of class (these will be posted in Moodle and/or sent out 

to the class via email) 

• The course syllabus, lecture slides, exam reviews and other course materials will all be posted in Moodle 

 

OPT 112 Anatomy, Histology, & Physiology I Lab: 

 

•  Room 132 (double doors near DASS office) 

•  You can dress casually 

• Bring your device with access to a digital copy of lab 1  

• Prior to lab, read through the general lab information posted on OneNote as well as lab 1 

 

OPT 111 Optics of the Eye 1: 

 

• Dr. Jackson will email information about how the class is organized (Team Based Learning) 

• Further information regarding lectures to view for the first day will also be emailed by Dr. Jackson 

 

 

OPT 111 Optics of the Eye 1 Lab (Dr. Savoy): 

• Location: Room 133 

• Dress: No special requirements 
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• What to bring to Lab #1: Trial Lens Set, Printed lab packet for Lab #1 (found in your SCO mailbox), your glasses (if 

you presently have any) 

• What to do before your initial lab period:  Thoroughly review lab packet for Lab #1 (see above); be sure to monitor 

your SCO e-mail account for possible additional lab instructions from either Dr. Savoy or Dr. Jackson  

 

OPT 116 Biochemistry (Dr. Haworth): 

• This will be your first lecture of your first year at SCO! 

• The lecture will begin Monday, August 30 at 8:00 am in North Hall 

• Be prepared to take notes in your preferred manner 

• Dress casually  

• The course syllabus, lecture slides and other course materials will be posted on Moodle 

 

OPT 110 Opt Theory & Methods 1: 

• Class will be in the North Hall (main classrooms, second floor of the tower in atrium) 

• You will receive a notes packet on the first day 

• Class format is power point presentation and fill-in notes packet 

• Nothing to do to formally prepare for the first day 

 

OPT 110 Opt Theory & Method1 Lab: 

• You will discuss class and lab expectations with Dr. Lebowitz and Dr. Lepine and receive your lab manual and 

equipment during orientation. 

• The theory lab is in room 146, at the back of the first floor of the tower. 

• The lab manual/orientation intro will discuss your pre-lab assignments. 

• You will be neutralizing lenses and calibrating schematic eyes for the first day of lab.  

 

Opt 113 Neuroanatomy:  

 

• First class will be on Tuesday starting at 9:05 AM with Dr. Powell 

• Lecture slides for the first class (course introduction and medical imaging) will be posted in Moodle and/or sent to the 

class via email prior to the first lecture for pre-review. 

• The course syllabus, lecture slides, exam reviews and all other course material will be posted in Moodle 

 


