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SCO’s student leaders have put together a great overview of the 
benefits of getting involved in student organizations. Check out 

this flipbook with letters from each club president.



American Optometric Student Association 

   Welcome to Memphis, Class of 20/20 

On behalf of the entire student body and the American Optometric Student 
Association (AOSA), congratulations on your acceptance to Southern College of 
Optometry! You are entering a wonderful profession, and while the next four years 
may present their challenges, your SCO family is here to see you through your 
every step. 

Did you know that you are already a member of the AOSA?! As a member of the 
AOSA, you will receive:

1st Years Benefits Package Subscription to

AOSA T-Shirt Optometry Times

Optometric Clipboard Journal of the American Optometric 
Association

Premium Lens Cloth Foresight Magazine (official AOSA 
magazine written by Optometry 
Students)

Student  Bowl

World  Sight  Day  Fundraiser

Optifest

243	  N.	  Lindbergh	  Blvd.	  St.	  Louis,	  MO	  63141	  (341)	   9834231	  FAX:	  (314)	  9914101	  

Optometry's  Meeting

  

AOSA Council 2016-2017: 
Be a part of the AOSA Council! We plan free 
events for our students. There is always free 
food and/or giveaways at these events, 
because we want to reward you for your 
diligence and proactive involvement as an 
optometric student. 



As your AOSA Trustee, if you have any questions regarding AOSA, please feel free to email me at 
lvan@student.sco.edu. You may also find more information about the AOSA and your benefits at www.theaosa.org. 

Linh Van 
AOSA Trustee



 

 

From the SCO Student Ambassadors… 
 

 

We are truly excited that you will be joining our Southern College of Optometry family and dedicating 

yourselves to this remarkable profession! Congratulations on your 

acceptance, you have already accomplished so much to get to this 

point and we only want to see you continue to grow from here. While 

you may recognize us as your tour guides in the blue polo shirts, we 

wanted to answer a few more questions about the program, in hopes 

that you will join our team as a SCO Student Ambassador! 

 

Who are we? 

As SCO Ambassadors, our mission is to promote Southern College of 

Optometry and the optometric profession, and to educate others on the 

incredible benefits and opportunities both can offer. We take extreme 

pride in everything about our beloved SCO community, from the dedicated faculty and staff to the 

beautiful facilities. We are committed to welcoming everyone to the city and our school, and 

highlighting why SCO is the nation’s leading optometry school!  

 

What do we do? 
The SCO Student Ambassador Program serves as an important 

bridge between the students and visitors to the school. Between 

campus tours, orientation, and assisting campus events, we are a 

crucial line of friendship and communication to prospective 

students, alumni, and many other guests. We also have a lot of 

fun getting to know each other through dinners and fun activities 

throughout the year.  We love the school and we also love each 

other! 

 
 
What does it take? 
First and foremost, an ambassador must be 

passionate about the institution and profession they 

are representing. If you are seeking an opportunity to 

amplify your leadership, enthusiasm, and 

professionalism, the Ambassador program is a 

perfect outlet to pursue. After the fall semester, 

academically qualified students with a 3.00 or higher 

GPA are sent an application invited to interview for 

the program. Once selected, you will begin 

involvement in one of the most rewarding 

organizations on campus!  Questions about the Ambassador program?  Ask any of us or contact Sunnie 

Ewing in the Student Services Office.  



	  

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem accusantiumy 
doloremque laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab inventore 
veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo mo enim ipsau 
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Congratulations to the Class of 2020! As President of our school’s chapter of Beta Sigma 
Kappa, I welcome you to Southern College of Optometry. 

BSK was founded in 1925 by a small group of optometrists in Illinois. Beta Sigma Kappa 
now has student chapters in every school and college of Optometry in the United States, with 
two in Canada, and one in Puerto Rico. The Society supports the formation and activities of 
student chapters and works with the schools and colleges to develop programs that foster 
academic excellence. 

Our mission is to stimulate scientific attainment, academic excellence and the ethical 
practice of optometry, and to promote and provide financial support for worthy research projects 
relating to vision care and the eyes. 

Membership for BSK at SCO is by way of invitation. The qualification for membership is 
as follows: a GPA of 3.5 or higher after first year, 3.4 after second year, 3.3 after third year and 
3.2 after fourth year. Following acceptance, membership to Beta Sigma Kappa is for life. 

Becoming a member of BSK is quite an honor, and I wish you all the best as you strive to 
achieve your fullest potential at SCO in the coming years. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to email me at srogers@student.sco.edu. I look forward to seeing each of you in just a few 
short weeks. 
 
 
Kindest regards,  
 
 
 
Shelby C. Rogers 
Beta Sigma Kappa President  
Class of 2018 

	  



	

	
	
	

Leon Nguyen 
President 

___ 
 

Jennifer Eng 
Vice President 

___ 
 

Jessica Vickery 
Treasurer 

___ 
 

AJ McCleary 
Secretary 

___ 
 

Dr. Christina Newman 
Faculty Advisor 

CONTACT LENS SOCIETY 
AT SOUTHERN COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY 
 
Class of 2020: 
 

On behalf of the Contact Lens Society, congratulations and 
welcome to SCO!  Deciding which organizations to become 
involved in is one of many important and exciting decisions which 
lie ahead – fortunately, SCO has a wide assortment of clubs, 
organizations and programs designed to fit every interest. 

The Contact Lens Society is a newly re-established student 
organization for the 2016-2017 academic year, so we are 
extremely excited to see what this year has in store for us. Our 
goal is to provide education, information, and hands on 
experience to anyone interested learning more about the world of 
contact lenses. Guest speakers from SCO faculty, researchers, 
doctors, and industry representatives/consultants will be invited 
to share the latest developments in the field, with an emphasis on 
making meetings interactive. 

I invite you to check out what the Contact Lens Society has to 
offer – feel free to email me at lnguyen@student.sco.edu with any 
questions or suggestions. Again, congratulations and enjoy 
getting to know Memphis and SCO! 

 

Leon Nguyen 
Class of 2018	



 

 

2016-2017 

Prevention – Enhancement - Rehabilitation 

The College of Optometrists in Vision Development (COVD)  is an international organization of 
Optometrists, Vision Therapists and Optometry Students with the common goal of helping our 
patients using behavioral and developmental vision care, vision therapy and vision rehabilitation.  

Membership: FREE! 

-First Meeting: More information coming 
soon, check your email first week of 
school 

-COVD annual meeting: Jacksonville, FL 
April 25-29. More information coming 
soon on travel grants to go to the 
conference. 

-Fundraising: We are going to do a 
fundraising campaign to help financially 
support SCO patients needing vision 
therapy. 

-Please visit www.COVD.org for more 
information on COVD 

 

We hope to see you at our first meeting! 
If you have any questions please email 
me. 

 

 

Welcome to SCO!  
Congratulations! You have chosen an amazing profession with 
countless opportunities to pursue what you love. One of the most 
important lessons you will learn over the next few years is that having 
good vision is so much more than 20/20. 

COVD Optometrists go beyond prescribing just glasses and contact 
lenses to improve vision. They use vision therapy to help patients who 
have suffered from strokes or concussions, children with learning 
disabilities, athletes wanting to improve their abilities, and patients 
with mental and physical disabilities. Vision therapy trains the visual 
system to work more effectively and efficiently and can be used to 
teach patients to correctly focus their eyes, use both eyes 
simultaneously, move their eyes accurately, or help the brain correctly 
process visual stimuli. 

As a student organization of COVD, our goal is to share the 
enthusiasm about vision therapy. We have monthly meetings with 
guest lecturers, Skype meetings with doctors and residents across the 
United States, and interactive opportunities for you to learn how to 
incorporate vision therapy into your practice. This year we are excited 
to bring new topics to the meetings that push the envelope of what we 
are taught in our four years of education. Our guest speakers are people 
who truly just enjoy what they do and whose passion for helping others 
is contagious.  

 

Sincerely,  
Lauren Plewes 

COVD President 2016-2017 
lplewes@student.sco.edu 

COVD at SCO 



 

Welcome to SCO, Class of 2020! 

 
We are so excited to meet you in the coming months! The Fellowship of Christian  
Optometrists at SCO is a group of people that is about authentically loving the community 
of our campus, Memphis, and the world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. One of the ways  
we do this is by having monthly meetings in the evening with dinner, a speaker, and 
focused time to build relationships with one another. We also serve breakfast at local 
churches one to two times a month through ministries that serve the homeless  
population. In May we take a week to do international missions – last year we sent a  
team to Costa Rica that provided optometric care as well as children’s VBS programs 
and sports camps in an under-served region. In addition we will be sending a group of 
students to the FCO international conference in October to meet other students, 
doctors, and international missionaries with a common faith.  In everything we do, we pray 
that you would be equipped to use your future vocation of optometry to glorify the Lord! 

One of our biggest hopes is to see each member of FCO connected with a 
Gospel proclaiming church in this community. We would love to help you find a 
church where you will be connected to the local body that is already tapped into how to 
love and serve the Memphis community! We will have church information for you at 
the club fair in the first couple weeks of school and at our first meeting, but please 
email me if you would like more infor-
mation as you arrive in Memphis.  

We look forward to seeing your bright 
new faces at SCO and hope you will 
consider joining our group! 

 

Looking forward to meeting you! 

Paul Nguyen 

FCO President 2016-17 

Class of 2018 

email: pnguyen@student.sco.edu 
Our 2016 FCO Costa Rica Mission Team! 



  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission: 
The mission of Gamma Omicron is to 

inspire women to realize their full 
potential in optometry through 

community involvement, network 
development, and professional 

discussion with female leaders in the 
field. 

ON BEHALF OF GAMMA OMICRON, I WOULD 
LIKE TO WELCOME THE CLASS OF 2020 TO 

THE SCO & MEMPHIS FAMILY! 
 

In a few short weeks, you will be settled in and ready to 
start thinking about what to do with your time outside of 
school – and don’t worry, you will have some free time! SCO 
has a lot of great student organizations to offer, so it may be 
difficult to choose which ones you want to get involved in. 

As you may already know, optometry is not just about 
what you know…it’s about who you know. By joining Gamma 
Omicron, you will open yourself up to numerous opportunities 
to meet influential women in the profession. At our regular 
meetings, inspiring women optometrists share how they 
balance successful careers and life outside of work. In addition, 
we host an annual “speed leading” event that is an excellent 
way to network in a small group setting and help you feel more 
comfortable in networking environments. We also co-sponsor 
the annual Women in Optometry event with the Hayes Center. 
We recently had the first female president of the AOA, Dr. Dori 
Carlson, come speak to us at the event! 
 We offer different ways to get involved in the 
community, and the bulk of our work is with the Oakhaven 
Boys & Girls Club. Our members have helped the club build a 
playground, put on an after school event, and donated clothing 
to girls in need through a successful clothing drive! We hold a 
holiday giftwrapping fundraiser as well. 
 If you have any questions about Gamma Omicron, 
please feel free to e-mail me at juliaham@student.sco.edu or 
stop me on campus! We are looking forward to meeting you 
all! 

Sincerely, 
Julia Ham 
Gamma Omicron President 

 



	

Dear	Class	of	2020,	

On	behalf	of	the	members	of	Gold	Key	International	Honor	Society,	welcome	to	Southern	College	of	Optometry!		You	
are	about	to	embark	on	one	of	the	most	exciting	chapters	of	your	life.		We	congratulate	you	on	making	it	this	far	in	your	
academic	and	professional	career.		It	is	an	incredible	accomplishment	and	you	should	be	very	proud.	
	
It	is	my	sincere	hope	that	these	next	four	years	are	filled	with	experiences	that	contribute	to	your	personal	and	
professional	growth.		You	will	be	amazed	at	how	quickly	these	few	years	will	pass	you	by	as	you	become	optometric	
physicians	of	great	knowledge	and	skill.		Nonetheless,	never	forget	how	important	it	is	to	thrive	as	an	individual	enriched	
with	integrity,	compassion,	and	good	moral	character.	
	
The	mission	of	Gold	Key	is	to	recognize	optometry	students	who	demonstrate	outstanding	leadership	to	their	college	
and	profession.		Membership	to	Gold	Key	is	limited	to	10%	of	the	graduating	class.		The	American	Optometric	Student	
Association	(AOSA)	recognizes	Gold	Key	membership	as	“the	highest	honor	for	leadership	a	student	of	optometry	can	
achieve.”	
	
Rising	fourth	year	students	are	chosen	for	membership	by	their	peers	based	on	contributions	they	have	made	to	the	
profession	and	the	school.		Although	the	distinct	honor	of	Gold	Key	membership	may	feel	far	away	into	the	future,	the	
evaluation	for	candidacy	is	happening	every	day	as	you	interact	with	other	members	of	your	class	and	within	the	SCO	
and	Memphis	communities.	
	
Our	institution	is	filled	with	an	incredible	number	of	extracurricular	organizations	that	will	undoubtedly	benefit	from	
your	active	involvement	and	leadership	experience.		I	encourage	you	to	get	involved	in	organizations	and	activities	that	
spark	your	passions.		The	meetings,	projects,	and	trips	that	you	engage	in	will	impact	your	perspective	and	may	even	
change	your	life.		It	is	these	experiences	outside	of	the	classroom	that	you	will	vividly	remember	when,	in	May	of	2020,	
you	walk	across	the	commencement	stage	and	are	officially	welcomed	as	a	Doctor	of	Optometry.	
	
I	wish	you	the	best	of	luck	in	your	academic	and	extracurricular	pursuits.		Again,	welcome	to	Southern	College	of	
Optometry!	
	
Sincerely,	

	
International	and	Chapter	President	
Gold	Key	International	Optometric	Honor	Society		
Class	of	2017	–	ehenderson@student.sco.edu	
	
	



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Contact the intramural co-chairs with any questions: 

Tyler Wadzinski (twadzinski@student.sco.edu) 

Austin Pace (apace@student.sco.edu) 

Caleb Robinson (calebrobinson@student.sco.edu) 

 

SCO Intramural Sports 

2016-17 



 

 

 

 

Welcome Class of 2020!  2016-2017  
Officers 

President 
Carlos Grandela (2018) 

Vice President 
Jed Harrison (2019) 

Activities Chairman 
Devin Jackson (2018) 

LDS OPTOMETRY ASSOCIATION 
SOUTHERN COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY 

Pictured is the Class of 2018 at the  
Annual Convocation and White Coat Ceremony.  

Questions we can answer:  

• Where will I and/or my 
family live? 

• What are good family 
activities in the Memphis 
area? 

• Where are places to shop 
near me? 

• What ward will I attend? 

• Where is the LDS temple?  
 

• What are good schools or 
daycare for my children? 

• Who are the other LDS 
students in my class or 
other classes?  

Congratulations on your acceptance into Southern College of 
Optometry! 
 
The LDSOA was organized due to the growing number of members 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints attending SCO. 
Latter-Day Saints, otherwise known as “Mormons” are in large 
numbers at SCO. In fact, BYU was the most represented 
undergraduate institution in the classes of 2017 and 2018!  
 
While the association was created primarily to address the needs 
of LDS members in optometry, we welcome students and doctors 
of all faiths to join us. We have several goals which include reaching 
out to create friendships and forever relationships between the LDS 
and other students attending SCO, while also providing service 
within the community. 
 
We have been involved in opening our homes and apartments to 
those who are interviewing so they can get a feel for popular places 
to live, and what home life can be for optometry students who are 
single, married, and with or without children. Whatever your 
situation, we know you will fit in, and we are here to help not only 
you, but your spouses and children as well. SCO LDS students 
have found many areas to live in the greater Memphis area 
including Midtown Memphis, Cordova, Germantown, and 
Southaven, MS. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a club officer during your time at 
SCO, please contact me directly. We look forward to meeting you!  
 
Carlos Grandela 
President 2016-2017 
cgrandela@student.sco.edu 
 
 



t 

I invite you to attend our first meeting of the 
year, which will be announced after classes 
have begun. I look forward to welcoming you to 
our club and working with you to pursue our 
goals of helping the blind and visually impaired. 
Come join one of the best clubs in the world! 
Feel free to contact me at 
rsossaman@student.sco.edu if you have 
any questions or would like further information.  

Rachel Sossaman 

SCO Lions Club President  
Southern College of Optometry ‘18 

 

To the Class of 2020,  

Welcome to the Southern College of 
Optometry! On behalf of the Lions Club 
of Memphis at the Southern College of 
Optometry, I would like to personally 
congratulate you on your acceptance and 
welcome you to Memphis, TN. Upon 
entering SCO, you will be presented with 
many opportunities to get involved and 
help the surrounding community through 
volunteer work. I encourage you to take 
advantage of these opportunities to 
improve your optometric skills and to 
provide a much needed service to the 
community. 

 

What is Lions Club? 

The Lions Club is an international organization primarily 
dedicated to the preservation of sight and has been 
actively involved in service to the blind and visually 
impaired since 1917. Since you have chosen a career in 
service to people with an emphasis on vision, I feel you 
will be interested in joining SCO Lions Club. Founded 
at SCO in February of 2004, the SCO Lions Club has 
participated in various vision screenings and fundraising 
events throughout the years.  

Every year the club is able to help patients in The Eye 
Center by financially sponsoring their vision care and 
services from the money we raise as an organization. 
Not only are we members serving the greater Memphis 
area, but we are also members of a worldwide 
organization, one of more than 46,000 clubs serving 193 
countries and geographical areas. As Lions, we are 
continually changing our programs to meet new needs 
and greater demands, but our mission has never 
wavered, “WE SERVE!”  

How can I be a part of 
SCO Lions Club? 
Stop by at our booth at the 
Student Organization Fair! 

Attend our first meeting of the 
year, which will be announced 
after classes have begun 

 

 



 

 

  

NORA 
Neuro-Optometric Rehabilitation Association 

Hello Class of 2020!  
 Welcome to SCO and congratulations on your choice to continue your education at one of the 
best optometric institutions in the country.  I am excited to see the great things that you will all 
contribute to our great history.  
 I’d like to extend an invitation to you to join the Neuro-Optometric Rehabilitation Association. 
As I’m sure you know, vision plays a crucial role in daily life. Can you imagine waking up one day 
and constantly seeing double or neglecting the entire left side of the world? NORA works with 
patients experiencing these symptoms in addition to many others.  These patients have often been 
affected by strokes, seizures, autism, brain injuries, genetic diseases, processing problems and a 
variety of other cases. NORA studies how to address our patients’ neurologically related visual 
problems to establish a solution to improve their quality of life.  Seeing the difference optometric 
rehabilitation can make in a person’s life is one of the most rewarding aspects of our field.  
 NORA takes a multidisciplinary approach in serving patients through collaboration with 
physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech pathology and neurology to name a few. Together 
we can discover the most effective and innovative treatments. A solid understanding of the brain and 
visual system is key in maximizing the visual capacity of a patient. I encourage you to join NORA 
and to open yourself to a new and exciting specialization. At SCO, we have monthly meetings with 
speakers from around the country who share their experiences working with patients and 
professionals.  Within the organization, you will find unique experiences and education that will only 
enhance your future as an optometrist. Feel free to contact me with any questions or comments! 
 
Thanks, 
Shelby Kruse, NORA President 
 
 

We look forward to seeing you at the big sib dinner and sharing with you a bit 
more about all of the exciting and educational opportunities NORA has to offer! 

 

          



 
 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

National Optometric Student Association 

Welcome, Class of 2 2 ! 

 

Welcome, Class of 2020!  
 
What an awesome time to be entering optometry school! How perfect is a 
graduation year of 2020?! Even though the other classes may not admit it, 
we're pretty jealous of it. Nevertheless, we're glad to have you here at SCO! 
There are a bunch of great organizations to join during your time here, and I'd 
like to tell you about the National Optometric Student Association, NOSA.  
 
 NOSA’s mission is to promote awareness of social and cultural differences in 
order to enhance doctor-patient and doctor-doctor relationships.  We are 
also dedicated to increasing minority representation in optometry, but you 
do not have to be a minority to join!  With these goals in mind, we host 
several events throughout the year including vision screenings with local 
organizations, outreach events for high school and college students, guest 
speakers, and social gatherings for NOSA members to learn from and grow 
with each other. 
 
It is our responsibility as members of the healthcare community to be aware 
and effective in the delivery of vision care to all of our patients regardless of 
their background.  NOSA gives you the opportunity to play an active role in 
fostering diverse relationships that will help prepare you to be a great 
clinician. 
  
We support active participation and open communication to help develop 
our growing organization and its members.  We encourage ALL students to 
commit to being active leaders in their communities and promote openness 
to diversity. 
 
Congratulations on your acceptance to SCO, and we look forward to seeing 
you in the fall! 
 
Sincerely,  
Brehana Hawkins 
NOSA, SCO Chapter President 
bhawkins@student.sco.edu 
 

Community Service event 

Ugly Sweater Holiday Social 

Spring Vision Screening 



OMEGA
DELTA

SoCIAL FRATERNITY            IOTA CHAPTER

2016 Reality TV Dodgeball Champs:DUCK DYNASTY

2015 Olympics Champs:NEW  ZEALAND



OMEGA
DELTA

SoCIAL FRATERNITY            IOTA CHAPTER

2016 Reality TV Dodgeball Champs:DUCK DYNASTY

2015 Olympics Champs:NEW  ZEALAND
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First meeting is FREE for all students. 

OPTOMETRIC PRIVATE 
PRACTICE CLUB 
FIRST MEETING: SEPTEMBER 14TH 

TIME: TBD 

Questions? Email Anh Van Ta at anhta@student.sco.edu 

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2020 !  

Private practice optometry has deep roots in our profession and has 
long shown the greatest potential for earnings and satisfaction. 
OPP is designed to give you all the tools you need to be successful 
in private practice optometry. We hold monthly meetings with 
nationally and internationally known lecturers, we have dinner 
before every meeting and we have awesome give-away prizes! Come 
see what OPP is about! 



SPORTS VISION SOCIETY 
CONGRATULATIONS, Class of 2020!  Welcome to Memphis and the SCO family!  The Sports Vision 
Society at Southern College of Optometry is an organization dedicated to learning more about sports vision as 
well as participating in sports vision screenings.  Our passion is improving athletic performance by improving 
visual performance.  As you are probably aware, there is more to vision than being 20/20, and likewise there is 
more to being an athlete than just being “in shape.”  Visual performance includes aspects such as eye-hand 
reaction, depth perception, dynamic visual acuity, peripheral vision, anticipation timing, visual attention, and 
visualization.  If a point guard cannot quickly assess where his teammates are relative to his opponents, especially 
with every player on the court in constant motion, he will make a turnover.  If a baseball player is a power hitter 
but cannot efficiently track the ball as it leaves the pitcher’s hand, he will strikeout.  Sports Vision is a growing 
branch of optometry and vision therapy, and it has always been of particular interest to researchers to 
determine whether ocular capabilities correlate with elite athletic performance.  The more that the visual skills 
of athletes versus non-athletes are studied, the more likely that visual skills can not only be used as a predictive 
measure of athletic performance, but also as a means of athletic training to enhance athletic performance.  
Athletic programs such as The Ohio State University and the Boston Red Sox have been incorporating visual 
performance in their athletic training for years. 
 
What’s new this year?  The SVS officers already have several events lined up for year, such sports vision 
screenings and baseline concussion testing with athletes at Christian Brothers University and Rhodes College.  
During the screenings, we perform tests including visual acuity, cover test, Brock string, random dot stereo, 
ReadAlyzer saccades, baseline concussion testing using the King Devick test, and more.  We will have several 
optometrists who practice sports vision training to come speak with our club, 
and also visit one or two optometry practices to view their sports vision 
training facility and equipment.  We are also interested in potentially having SVS 
members help perform sports vision therapy on athletes! 
 
Whether you know anything about sports vision or not, we encourage you to 
join our club to learn more and experience first-hand what it’s all about! We 
are looking forward to seeing you soon! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mallory Robinson 
SVS President 
Class of 2018 



STATE	CLUBS	2016-2017	

	

WE	WANT	YOU…TO	JOIN	STATE	CLUBS!!	
	

	
WHAT	ARE	STATE	CLUBS?		

• State	Clubs	are	collection	of	students	who	are	interested	in	practicing	in	a	particular	state	
• Most	states	have	an	individual	group,	i.e.	Mississippi	Optometric	Student	Association	

	
WHY	SHOULD	I	JOIN?		

• For	speakers	and	visitors	from	various	states		
• For	placement	services	when	you’re	ready	to	look	for	a	job		
• To	learn	about	practicing	optometry	and	the	scope	of	practice	in	different	states		
• For	possible	mentoring	opportunities		

WHAT	STATES	HAVE	CLUBS?		
• Most	states	have	state	club	representation.	Some	clubs	are	more	active	than	others,	so	feel	free	

to	join	several!	You	do	not	have	to	be	from	that	state	to	join!		
• If	your	state	is	not	represented,	please	feel	free	to	create	a	state	club	for	that	state!		

	
HOW	MUCH	OF	MY	PRECIOUS	STUDY	TIME	WILL	STATE	CLUBS	TAKE	UP?		

• State	Club	involvement	varies	depending	on	the	club.	Some	clubs	have	semester	dinners	and	
speakers,	while	some	are	simply	a	way	to	stay	in	contact	with	state	optometric	associations.		
The	time	commitment	can	be	as	large	or	small	as	you	wish.		But	realize,	the	benefits	of	
participation	vastly	outweigh	the	negatives	

	
HOW	DO	I	JOIN?		

• Sign	up	at	the	Orientation	Fair!	A	few	clubs	have	dues,	but	most	are	FREE	to	join!	Any	other	questions,	
contact	State	Club	Liaisons:	Haley	Kincannon	hkincannon@student.sco.edu.		

	



   

                                Student Volunteers in Optometric Service to Humanity 

                               at Southern College of Optometry 

Southern College of Optometry  1245 Madison Avenue  Memphis, Tennessee 38104 

 

Welcome Class of 2020! 
 

 
Let me be one of many to congratulate you on your 

acceptance to Southern College of Optometry! As you begin 

your career here at SCO, you will find that service is a large part 

of our campus culture. SVOSH, Student Volunteers in 

Optometric Service to Humanity, is one of the largest student 

organizations at our school.  

 Our group provides comprehensive eye care to those in 

countries with limited healthcare. This past May, we traveled to 

Belize, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, 

Honduras, Mexico, and Nicaragua. Our ten trips combined 

helped 8,779 patients!  

 In order to finance our trips, members fundraise year round 

through numerous events and activities including bake sales and 

silent auctions. We receive tremendous support from faculty and staff here at SCO, as well as the 

community, which makes reaching our goals much easier. Throughout the year, members work together 

to collect and sort donated glasses to bring on our trips. As those of us who have gone on past trips can 

attest, the rewarding week we spend giving the gift of vision 

makes every moment of the hard work and preparation 

worthwhile. 

 Additionally, SVOSH serves as an opportunity to 

further your optometric skills. The trip provides countless 

learning experiences and allows for application of your 

acquired clinical skills. The week you spend abroad will 

certainly be one of your most memorable, and I encourage 

you all to take advantage of this opportunity.  

 Please come visit our SVOSH booth at the Student 

Organization Fair in the fall! If you are eager to get more 

details, check out our website at www.svoshsco.org.  Please 

feel free to contact me sooner if you have any questions. I am 

looking forward to meeting you all!  

 

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Haley Kincannon 

SVOSH President 2016-2017 

hkincannon@student.sco.edu 

   

 

Cartagena, Colombia 

Dominican Republic 

http://www.svoshsco.org/
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